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% TRAVLES THROUGH LOWER CANADA: 

of vifiting the Falls of Niagara, and returning 
again into the States before the commence* 
ment of winter, we fct out for Montreal by 
land. 

In no part of North America can a traveller 
proceed fo commodioufly as along this road 
between Quebec and Montreal j a regular line 
of poft houfcs, at convenient diftances from 
each other, being eftabliflied upon it, where 
calafhes or carioles, according to the feaforu 
are always kept in readinefs. Each poft- 
mafler is obliged to have four calafhes, and the 
farhe number of carioles ; and befide^ thefe, 
as many more are generally* kept at each ftage 
by perfons called aids-de-pofte, for which the 
pofl-maft€r calls when his own happen to be 
engaged. The poftmaftcr has the exclufive 
privilege of ilirnifhing thefe carriages at every 
^ge, and, under a penalty, he muft have 
them ready in a quarter of an hour after they 
^te demanded by a traveller, if it be day-light, 
and in. half an hour fhould it be ih the nighty 
The drivers,, are bound to take you oft at the 
^ate of two; leagues an hour. The charge-for 
a calafh with a fingl? horfp is one (hilling 
Halifax * currency per league ; no gratuity is 
cxpedled by the driver. 

The 

* Aceprding tp fl^lifax currency, which is the cftabliflic4 
(orrency Qf Lower Canada^ the dollar paiies for five (hillings. 
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CANADIAN HOR^BS. | 

The poft calaflics are very clomfily built^ 
but upon the whole we found them eafy an4 
agreeable carriages ; they are certainly far fu- 
perior to the American ftage waggons^ in 
which» if perfons wifli to travel w;ith comfort, 
they ought always to fet out provided with 
cufhions for their hips. and elbows, otherwife 
they cannot expe<ft but to receive numberlefs 
contuiions before they get to the end of their 
journey. 

The horfes in Canada are moilly fmall and 
heavy, but extremely ferviceable, as is evident 
fh>m thofe employed for the poft carriages 
being in general fat and very brifk on the road, 
notwithftanding the poor fare and ill ufage 
they receive. They are/eldom rubbed down; 
but as foon as they have performed their 
journey are turned into a field, and there left 
until the next traveller arrives, or till they are 
wanted to perform the work of the farm. 
This is contrary to the regulations of the poft, 
according to which the horfes fhould be kept 
in the ft^ble, in perfed: readinefs for travellers; 
however* I do not recoUeft that we were at 



The ilver coins cnrrem in Cai^da are doUurs^ halves, qaar« 
ten, eighths^and fixteeoths of dollars, piilareeDS, Spanilh coins 
fomewhat lefs valuable than quarter dollars, and French and 
Engliih crowns and half crowns. Gold ^oins pafs only bm 
bdUion by weight, firitiih and Portugal gold coins are deem^ 
^c befl ; next to them thofe of Spain, then thofe of France, 
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I TRAVELS THROUGH XOWER CANADA: 

any place detained mach beyond the quarter 
of an hour prefcribed, notwithftanding tluit 
the people had frequently to fend for their 
horfcs, mord than a mile, to the fields where 
they were employed. When thehorfe$ bap- 
J)ened to be at a diftance, they were always 
brought home in a full gallop, in order to 
avoid complaints ; they were yoked in an in* 
Hant, and the driver fet otf at the rate of nine 
or ten miles an hour ; a little money, iivdeed, 
. generally induces thefti to exceed the eftablifh- 
ed'rate; this, however, iloes not alwaysr an- 
fwer, but play upon their vanity and youfhay 
make them go on at what rate you plea^^for 
they are the' Vaineft people, perhaps, in the 
world. -Commend their great dexterity in 
driving, and the excellence of the Canadian 
-Jioirfes, and it feldom fails to quicken youif 
pace at' lead t^vo or three miles an hour ; but 
if youwifli to go in a gallop, you need only 
'obferve to your companion,- fo as to be over-, 
heard by the driver, that the Canadian calalhes 
•^re the vileft carriages oh 64i[tb; and fo heavy 
that you believe tHe peoplfe are afraid the 
horfes would fall down and break their necks 
if they attempted to make thcni go as fall as 
'in pther countries; above all, praife the car- 
riages and drivers of the United States. A few 
fgm^rks of this fort fit once difco|lipofe the 

tempers 
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CANADIAN DRIVERS. f 

tempers of the drivers, and their paffion i$ 
conftantly vented in laflies on theif horfes. 

To haften the fpeed of their horfes they 
have three expreffionSi rifing abovq each other 
ia a regular climax. The firft, " Marche,'* 
is pronounced in the ufual tone of voices 
" Marche-donc," the fecond, is pronounced 
more haftily and louder ; if the horfe is <lull 
enough not to comprehend this, then the 
•* Marche-donc," . accompanied with one of 
Sterne's magical words, comes out, in the 
third place, in a (hrill piercing key, and a 
fmart lafh of the whip follows.' From the 
frequent ufe made by the drivers of thefe 
words, the calafhes have received the nick* 
name of *' marche-doncs.*' 

The firft poft houfe is nine miles from 
Quebec, which our drivers, of their own ac« 
cord, managed to reach 'in one hour. No 
fooner were we in fight of it, than the poft- 
matter, his wife in her clofe French cap, and 
all the family, came running out to receive 
us. The foremoft driver, a thin fellow of 
about fix feet high, with a queue bound with 
eel fkins that reached the whole way down 
his back, immediately cra^cked his whip, and 
having brought his calalh to the door, with 
a great air he leapt out, bowed rcfpeftfuUy at 
a diftancc jbojthe hoftefs,, then advancing with 
his. hat off, paid her ^ few complin^ent^, and 
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6 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA : 

kifled both her cheeks in turn, which fhe pre- 
fented to him with no fmall condefcenfion* 
Some minutes are generally fpent thus at 
every poft houie in mutual congratulations on 
meeting, before the people ever think of get- 
ting a frefli carriage ready. 

The road between Quebec and Montreal 
runs, for the mqft part, clofe upon the banks 
of the River St. Lawrence, through thcfe 
beautiful little towns and villages feen to fo 
much advantage from the water ; and as the 
traveller paflcs along, he is, entertained with 
profpefts, if poffible, fuperior to thofe which 
ftrike tlie attention in failing down the river. 

For the i&rft thirty or forty mile? in the way 
from Quebec, the views are in particular ex- 
tremely grand. The immenfe River St. Law- 
rence, more like a lake confined between 
ranges of mountains than a river, appears at 
one fide rolling under your feet, and as you 
look down, upon it from the top of the lofty 
banks, the largeft merchant veiTels fcarcely 
feem bigger than fifliing boats ; on the other 
fide, fleep mountains, fkirted with forefls, 
prefent themfelves to the view at a diftance, 
whilfl, in the intermediate fpace, is feen a rich 
country, beautifully diveffified with whitened 
cottages and glittering fpires, with groves of 
trees and cultivated fields, watered by innu* 
merable little flreams : groups of the peafan- 

try. 
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FEMALE PEASANT 6» f 

tiy, bufied as we pafled along in getting in 
the harvefl, which was not quite over^ dif^ 
fufed an air of cheerfulnefs and gaiety over the 
fcene, and heightened all its charms. 

The female French pejifants are in general^ 
whilfl youngt very pretty, and the neat fmipli-* 
city of their drefs in fummer, which confifts 
moftly of a blue or fcarlet bodice without 
fleeves, a petticoat of a different colour^ and 
a ftraw hat, makes them appear extremely in* 
terefting ; like the Indians, however, they Iof*c 
their beauty very prematurely, and it is to be 
attributed much to the fame caufe^ namely, 
their laborious life, and being fo much cx^ 
pofed to the air, the indolent men fuiFcring 
them to take a very adtive part in the ma^ 
nagemenc of the farms. 

The ftyle of forming amongft the generality 
of the French Canadians hat hitherto been 
very llovenly; manure has been but rarely 
ufed; the earth juft lightly turned up with a 
plough, and without any other preparation the 
grain fown ; more than one half of the fields 
alfo have been left without any fences what« 
foever, expofed to the ravages of cattle. The 
people are beginning now, however, to be 
more induflrious, and better farmers, owing 
to the increafed demand for grain for export 
tation, and to the advice and encouragement 
given to them by the Bngliih merchants 
B 4 at 
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» TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CAKAI>Af 

at Quebec and Montreal, who fend agents 
through the country to the farmers to buy up 
all the corn they caa fpare. The farmers arc 
bound to have their corn ready by a certain 
day on the banks of the St. Lawrence, and 
bateaux arc then fent by the merchants to re- 
ceive and convey it to the port where it is to 
be fliipped. 

All the fettlements in Lower Canada lie 
contiguous to the River St. Lawrence : in na 
place perhaps do they extend farther back 
than twelve miles from it, except along the 
banks of the River St. Jean, the River des 
Prairies, and fome other navigable ftreams 
falling into the St. Lawrence. This is owing 
to the difpofition of the French Canadians,, 
who, like the Germans, are fond of living near 
each other ; nay more, as long as the farm of 
the father will admit of a divifion, a fhare of 
it is given to the fons when they are grown 
up, and it is only when the farm is exceed- 
ingly fmall, or the family numerous, that they 
ever think of taking up a piece of frefli land 
from the feignior. In this refpedl a wonder- 
ful difference appears between their conduft 
and that of the young people of the United 
States, particularly of thofe of New England, 
who, as foon as they are grown up, immedi- 
ately emigrate, and bury themfelves in the 
woods, where, perhaps, they arc five or fix 
2 hundred 
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CHARACTERS. p 

huiidred mies diflant from every relation upon 
earth : yet a fpirit of enterprize is not want- 
ing amongd the Canadians ; they eagerly come 
forward, when called upon, to traverfe the 
immenfe lakes in the weftern regions ; they 
laugh at the dreadful (Icnrms on thofe prodigi-- 
ous bodies of water ; they work with indefa- 
tigable perfeverance at the oar and the pole in 
ftemming the rapid currents of the rivers ; 
nor do they complain, when, on thefe expedi- 
tions, they happen to be expofed to the incle- 
mency of the feafons, or to the fevereft pangs 
of hunger. The fpirit of the Canadian is 
excited by vanity; he delights in talking to 
his friends and relatives of the cxcUrfions he 
has made 'to thofe diftant regions ; and he 
glories in the perils which he has encountered: 
his vanity would not be gratified by chopping 
down trees and tilling the earth ; he deems 
this therefore merely a fecondary purfuit, and 
he fets about it with relu(flanc€ : felf intereft, 
on the contrary^ it is that roufes the citizen of 
the ftates into adtion, and accordingly he 
haftily emigrates to a diftant part of the coun- 
try, where he thinks land is in the moft rifing 
ftate, and where he hopes to be able the 
fooneft to gratify a paffion to which he would 
readily make a facrifice of every focial tie, and 
of all that another man would hold dear. 
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On the fecond day of our journey from 
Quebec ' to Montreal wc reached Trois Ri-» 
vieres, lying nearly midway between the two 
places. This town is iituated on the banks 
of the St. Lawrence; clofe to the mouth of 
the River St. Maurice, the largefl of upwards 
of thirty that fall. into the St » Lawrence, on 
the north-weft fide alone, between Quebec 
and Montreal. This river, before it unites 
with the St. Lawrence, is divided into three 
ilreams by two large iflands, fo that to a per-* 
fon failing pad its mouth it appears as if three 
diilinft rivers difembogued at the one fpot; 
from hence it is that the town of Trois Ri* 
vieres receives its name. 

The St. Maurice is not navigable for large 
veffels, neither is it for Hoops more than a few 
miles above its moiith. In bateaus and canoes, 
however, it may be afcended nearly to its 
fource ; from whence, if credit is to be given 
to the accounts of the Indians, the diilance is 
not very great to the head of navigable rivers 
that fall into Hudfon's Bay ; at a future day, 
therefore, if ever the dreary and inhofpitablc 
wade through which it pafTes (hall put on a 
different afpedt from what it now wears, and 
become the abode of human beings indead of 
wild beads, the St. Maurice may be edeemed 
a river of the fird importance in a commercial 
point of view j at prefent there arc a few 

fcattercd 
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icattcred fettlements on catch fide of it^ from 
its mouth as far as the iron works> which are 
about nine miles diftant from Trois Rivieres; 
beyond that the country is but little known 
except to Indians. 

Trois Rivieres contains about two hundred 
and fifty or three hundred houfes, and ranks 
as the third town, in point of fize> in the pro- 
vinces. It is one of the oldeft fettlements in- 
the country, and its founder, it is faid, calcu-» 
lated upon its becoming in a fhort time a city 
of great extent. It has hitherto, however, in- 
creafed but very flowly in fize, and there is no 
reafon to imagiqe that it will increafe more 
rapidly in future, at leaft until the country bor- 
dering upon the St. Maurice becomes fettled, 
a period that may be very diftant. The bank 
of iron ore in the neighbourhood, by the ma- 
nufafture of which it was expeded that the 
town would fuddenly become opulent, is now 
nearly exhaufted ; npr do we find that this 
bank has ever furnifhed more ore than was 
fufficient to keep one fmall forge and one 
fmall foundry employed at intervals. The 
fur trade alfo, from which fo much benefit 
was expe&ed, is now almofl wholly centered 
at Quebec and Montreal ; it is merely the 
fmall quantity of furs brought down the St. 
Maurice, and fome of the northern rivers that 
fall into the St, Lawrepce* nearer to the town 
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of Trois Rivieres than to Quebec 6r Montreal, 
that is (liipped there. Thefe fors are laden on 
board the Montreal (hips, which ftop oppofite 
to the town as they go down the river. 

The country in the vicinity of Trois Ri- 
viefes has been reprefented by fome French 
travellers as wonderfully fertile, and as one of 
the mod agreeable parts of Canada ; but it is 
totally the reverfe. It is a level barren traft, 
and fo fandy, that in walking along many of 
the ftrcets of the town, and the roads in the 
neighbourhood, you (ink into the fand at 
every ftep above the ankles. The fand is of a 
whitifh colour, and very loofe^ The air alfo 
fwarms with mufquitocs, a certain proof of the 
low damp fituation of the place. In none of 
the other inhabited parts of .Canada, except in 
the neighbourhood of Lake St. Charles, were 
we ever annoyed with thefe troublefome in- 
fers. In Quebec, indeed, and Montreal, they 
are fcarcely ever feen. 

The ftrects in Trois Rivieres are narrow, 
and the houfes in general fmall and indifferent; 
many of them arc built of wood. There are 
two churches in the town, the one an Eng- 
lifli epifcopalian, the other a large Roman 
catholic parifli church, formerly ferved by the 
Recollets, or Francifcan friars, but the order 
is now extind in Trois Rivieres. The old 
monaftery of the ocder,. a large ftone building, 

at 
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it prcfent lies quite deferted; and many of 
the houfes in the neighbourhood being alio 
Uninhabited^ that part of the. town wherein it 
h. fituated has a very dull gloomy afpedl. The 
college or moiiaftery of the Jefuits, alfo a large 
old building of ftone in thq fame neighbour* 
hoody h^s bee% cpnvcrt^d iqtQ a gaoL 

The only religious order. at prefcnt exifting 
in the tDwn,ip that of St. Urfule, the filler- 
hood of which is. as 'numerous as. the convent 
will well permit. It was founded by lyi. dc 
St. VaJlier, bifliop of Quebec, in the year 
J 677. It is,» fpacious building, fituated near 
that formerly belonging to the'RecoUets; and 
annexed to it,, under the faipc roof, there is 
an hofpital attended^ by tthe nuns. We. were 
intixxiuced to the chaplain of the order, a 
poor French emigrant cure, an interefting and 
apparently a moft amiable man, and und§f-his 
guidance we .received permifiaon to vifit-.thie 
convent. . . 

The firft,:{>art vve entered was the ch^pcl^ 
the doors of' vdiich open to the ftreet under 
a ptorch. It- is very lofty, but the area of it 
is fmall. . The altar, which is grand, and 
richly ornamented, ftands nearly oppofite to 
the entrance, ^nd on each fide of it is a lattice, 
the one communicating with an apartment 
allotted for ficknuns, the other with the cqeur 
t^f the chapel. On ringing a fmall bell, a 

curtain 
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curtain at the infide of this laft lattice was 
withdrawn^ and an apartment difcovered, 
fomcwhat larger than the chape), furroundcd 
with pews, and fumiflied with an altar, at 
the foot of which fat two of the fifterhood, 
with books in their hands, at their medita- 
tions. The fair Urfuline, who came to the 
lattice, fecriied to be one of thofc unfortunate 
females that had at laft begun to feel all the 
horrors of confinement, and to lament the 
rafhnefs of that vow which had fecluded her 
for ever from the world, and from the par- 
ticipation of thofe innocent pleafures, which, 
for the beft and' wifeft of purpofcs, the bene- 
ficent Ruler of the univerfe meant that his 
creatures (hould enjoy. As (he withdrew the 
curtain, fhe caft a momentary glance through 
the grating, that imparted more than could bq 
exprefled by the moft eloquent words j then 
retiring in filence, feated herfelf on a bench* 
in a diftant part of the coeur. The melan- . 
cnoly and forrow pourtrayed in the features of , 
her lovely countenance interefted the heart in 
her behalf, and it was impoffible to behold her 
without partaking of that dejedion which 
hung, over her foul, and without deprecating 
at the fame time the cruelty of the cuftom 
which allows, and the miftaken zeal of a re-<^ 
ligion that encourages, an artlefs and inexperi- 
enced young creature to renounce a world, of 

which 
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iivhich fhe was deftined, perhaps, to be a 
happy and ufeful member, for an unprofitable 
life of folitude, and unremitted penance for 
fins never committed ! 

The hofpital, which lies contiguous to the 
chapel, confifls of two large apartments, 
wherein are about twelve or fourteen beds^ 
The apartments are airy, and the beds neat 
and well appointed. Each bed is dedicated 
to a particular faint, and over the foot of it is 
an invocation to the tutelary faint, in large 
charafters, as, *^ St. Jaques priez pour moi/' 
** St. Jean priez pour moi," &c. The patients 
are attended by a certain number of the filler* 
hood appointed for that purpofe. An old 
prieft, who appeared to be near his death, was 
the only peribnin the hofpital when wepaffed 
through it; he was feated in an ealy chair by 
the bed-fide, and furrounded by a number of 
the fifters, who paid him the moft afiiduous 
attention. 

The drefs of the Urfulines confifls of a 
black ftufif gown; a handkerchief of white 
linen tied by a running firing clofe round the 
throat, and hanging down over the bread and 
ihoulders, being rounded at the comers; a 
head-piece of white linen, which covers half 
the forehead, the temples, and ears, and is 
^flened to the handkerchief; a black gauze 
veil, which conceals half the face only when 

down. 
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down, and flows loofely over the fliouldcrs ;. 
and a large plain filver crofs .fufpendcd from 
the breaft. The drefs is very unbcconiing, 
the hair being totally concealed, and the fhape 
of the face completely difguifed by tlje clofc 
white head-piece. 

From the hofpital we were conduced 
through along paflage to an agreeable light 
parlour, the windows of which opened into 
the gardens of the convent* This was the 
apartment of the " Superieure/' who ibon 
made her appearance, accompanied by a num<» 
ber of the lay fifters. The converfation of 
the old lady and her protegees was lively and 
agreeable; a thousand queilions were aiked 
us refpeding the former part of our tour,, and 
our futurfc deftination ; and they feemcd by 
so means difpleafed at having a. few flrangers 
of a different fex from their own within the 
walls of the convent; Many applogies were 
made, becaufe they could npt take us through 
the " interieure,*' as there was an ordinance 
againfl admitting any vifiters into it without 
ieave'from the bilhop ; they regretted exceed-^ 
ingly that we had not obtairied this leave 
before we left Quebec, After fome time was 
fpent in converfation, a great variety of fancy 
works, the fabrication of the fifterhood, was 
brought down for our infpedtion, fome of 
which it is always expedted that Grangers 

will 
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will purchafe^ for the order is but poor. Wc 
felefted a few of the articles which appeared 
moft curious, and having received them packed 
up in the neateft manner in little boxe$ kept 
for the purpofe, and promifed to prcferve them 
in memory of the fair Urfulines, that handed 
them to us, we bade adieu to the fuperieurc, 
and returned to our lodgings. 

It is for their very curious bark work that 
the fifters of this convent are particularly dif- 
tinguifhed. The bark of the birch tree is 
what they ufe, and with it they make pocket- 
books, work-bafkets, drefling-boxes, &c. &c. 
which they embroider with elk hair died of 
the moft brilliant colours. They alfo make 
models of the Indian canoes, and various war* 
like implements ufed by the Indians. 

Nearly all the birch bark canoes in ufe on 
the St. Lawrence and Utawa Rivers, and on 
the nearer lakes, are manufadlured at Three 
Rivers, and in the neighbourhood, by Indians. 
The birch tree is found in great plenty near 
the town ; but it is from the more northern 
part of the country, where the tree attains a 
very large fize, that the principal part of the 
bark is procured that canoes are made with. 
The bark refembles in fome degree that of 
the cork tree, but it is of a clofer grain, and 
alfo much more pliable, for it admits of being 
rolled up the fame as a piece of cloth. The 

Vol. XL C Indians 
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Indians of this part of the country always carry 
large rolls of it in their canoes when they go 
on a hunting party, for the purpofe of making 
temporary huts. The bark is fpread on fmali 
poles over their heads, and fattened with 
ftrips of elm bark, which is remarkably tough, 
to flakes, fo as to form walls on the fides. 

The cances are made with birch bark, as 
follows : The ribs, confiding of thick tough 
rods, are firft bound together; then the birch 
bark is fowed on in as large pieces as poflible, 
and a thick coat of pitch is laid over the feams 
between the different pieces. To prevent the 
bark being injured by thfe cargo, and to make 
the canoe flronger, its in fide is lined with two 
layers of thin pieces of pine, laid in a contrary 
direction to each other. A canoe made in this 
manner is fo light that two men could eafily 
carry one on their fhoulders capable of con- 
taining fix people. 

The birch canoes made at Three Rivers 
are put together with the utmoft neatnefs, 
and on the water they appear very beautiful. 
They are made from a fize fufficient to hold 
one man only, to a fize large enough for up- 
wards of twenty. It is wonderful to fee with 
what velocity a few fkilful men with paddles 
can take one of thefe canoes of a fize fuitable 
to their number. In a few minutes they would 
leave the beft moulded keel boat^ conducted 
8 by 
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by a fimilar number of men with oars, far be«- 
hind. None but experienced perfons ought 
ever to attempt to navigate birch canoes, 
for they are fo light that they are apt to be 
overfct by the leaft improper movement of the 
perfons in them. 

The day after that on which we quitted 
Trois Rivieres, we reached Montreal once 
more. The villages between the two places 
are very numerous, and the face of the coun- 
try around them is pleafing, fo that the eye of 
the traveller is conftantly entertained as he 
pafles on ; but there is nothing in this part of 
the country particularly deferving of mention. 



LETTER XXIX. 

The Party make the ufual Preparations for af-^ 
cending the St. Lawrence. — Buffalo Skins. — 
How ufed by Travellers. — Difficulty of pro-- 
ceedmg to Lake Ontario otberwife than by 
Water. — Rapids above Montreal. — Village of 
La Chine. — King's Stores there. — Indian 
\Villageon the oppojitejide of the River. — 5/- 
militude between French Canadians and Indians 
in Perfon and Dijpojition of Mind. — Owing 
to this the Power of the French over the In- 
C 2 dians. 
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dians. — Summary View of the Indians in 
. Lower Canada. — The Party embark in a Ba-- 
teau at La Chine. — Mode of conducing Ba^ 
teaux againji ajirong Current.— Great Ex-^ 
ertion requifte— Canadians addiBed to fmaiing. 
— How they meafure Difiar:ces.''—Defcrip-- 
tion of Lake St. Louis, — Clouds of InfeSls 
ever Reed Banks. — Party encamps on fijle 
Perot. — Pajjage of Rapids called Les Cafcades, 
'^^T^hnr tremendous Appearance. — Defcrip^ 
tion of the Village of the Hill of Cedars, — 
Rapids du Coteau du Lac — Wonderful Ra-- 
pidity of the Current. — Party encamps. — 
. Lake St. Francis. — Point au Baudet.^—UTJle 
aux Rai/ins. — IJlands in the River Jlill the 
Property of the Indians. — Not deterrhined yet 
whether in theBritijh territory or that of the 
States. — Party encamps. — Storm. — Unplca - 
fant Situation of the Party. — Relieved. — 
Continue the Voyage. — Account of more Ra- 
pids. — Canals and Locks at different Places on 
the River St. Lawrence. — Inimcnfe Flights of 
Pigeons. — Emigration of Squirrels and Bears. 
— Ofwegatchee River and Fort la Galette 
defer ibed. — Advantageous P of tion of the lat^ 
ter.— Current above this gentle. — Bateaux 
fail on all Night. — Songs of the Canadians., 
— Good Ear for Mufr:. — Lake of a Thou- 
fand IJles. — Arrival at Kingston on Lake 
Ontario. — Obfervatiofis ontke Navigation of 

the 
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the St. Lawrence. -^The St. Lawrence com^ 
.pared with the: Mijfijfipi. — A ' View of the 
different Rherswhich open a Water Commu^ 
nication between the Great Lakes and the 
. Atlantic. -^Grf at Superiority of the St. Law^ 
rence over all the reji. — Of the Lake Trade. 

Kingfton, September. 

/^N arriving at Montreal, our firft concern 
was to provide a large travelling tent, and 
fome camp equipage, buffalo fkins *, a ftore 
of dried provifions, kegs of brandy and wine, 
&c. &c. and, infhort, to make every ufual and 
neceflary preparation for proceeding up the 
River St,. Lawrence. A few days afterwards, 
we took our pafTage for Kingfton,.on board a 
bateau, which, together with twelve others, 
the commiflary was fending thither for the 
purpofe of bringing down to Quebec the can-* 

♦ In the wcftem parts if Lower Canada, and throughout 
Upper Canada* where k is* cuiloinary for travellers to carry 
their Qvnx bedding with them, thefe (kins . are \try generally 
made ufe of for the purpofe of ileeping upon. For upwards of 
two months we fcarccly ever had any other bad than one of the 
ikint fpread on the floor and 4 blanket to eaoh perfon. The 
fkins are drefTed by the Indians with the hair on, and they are 
rendered by a certain proccfs as pliable as cloth. When the 
buffalo is killed in the beginning of the winter, at which time 
he ii fenced againft the cold, the hair refembles very much that 
of a black bear; it is then long, ftraight, and of a blackiih co* 
lour; but when the animal is killed in the fummer, the hair is 
ihort and curly, and of a light brown colour^ awing to its being | 
fcorched by the rays of the fiin. 
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non and ordnance flores that had been taken 
from the different military pofts on the lakes, 
preparatory to their being delivered up to the 
United States* 

On the north-weft fide of the St. Law- 
rence, except for about fifty miles or there- 
abouts, are reads, and alfo fcattered fettle- 
ments, at no great diftanc^e from each other, 
the whole way between Montreal and King- 
fton, which is fituated at the caftern extremity 
of Lake Ontario; but no' one ever thinks of 
going thither by land, on account of the num- 
*berlefs inconveniencie^ fuch a journey would 
be a^ttended with ; indeed, the difHculty of get- 
ting' horfes acrofs the many deep and rapid 
rivers falling into the St, Lawrence, would in 
itfelf be fufficient to deter travellers frohi pro- 
ceeding by land to Kingfton, fupppfing even 
that there were none other to encounter. A 
water conveyance is by far the mofl eligible, 
and except only^ between Quebec ^nd Mon- 
treal, it is the conveyance univerfally qiade ufe 
of in every part of the country, that is, when 
people wrfh merely to follow the courfe of the 
rivers, in the neighbourhood of which alone 
there are any fettlements. 

The rapids in the St. Lawrence are Co very 
ftrong juft above Montreal, that the bateaux 
are never laden at the town> but fuffercd to 
proceed empty as far a« the village of La 

Chine, 
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Chine, which ftands on the ifland of Mon^ 
treal, about nine miles higher up. The goods 
are fent, from Montreal, thither in carts. 

La Chine is built on a fine gravelly beach, 
at the head of a little bay at the lower end of 
Lake St. Louis, which is a broad part of the 
river St. Lawrence. A fmart current fets 
down the lake, and owing to it there is ge- 
nerally a confiderable curl on the furface of 
the water, even clofe to the fhorei which, with 
the appearance of the boats and canoes upon 
it in motion, gives the place a very lively air. 
The fituation of the village is indeed ex- 
tremely agreeable, and from fpme of the houfes 
there are moft charming views of the lakQ, 
and of the country at the oppofite fide of it. 
There are very extenfive fl:orehoufes belonging 
to the King, and alfo to the merchants of 
Montreal. In the former the prefents for the 
Indians are depofited as foon as they arrive 
from England ; and prior to their being fent 
up the country they are infpedted by the com- 
manding officer of the garrifon of Montreal and 
a committee of merchants, who are bound to 
make a faithful report to government, whether 
the prefents are agreeable to the contradl, and 
as good as could be obtained for the price that 
is paid for them. 

In fight of La Chine, on the oppofite fide 
of the St. Lawrence, ftands the village of the 

C ^ Cache* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ TRAVELS THROUGH- LOWER CANADA? 

Cachenonaga Indians, whom I hajwe already 
had occafion to mention. The village contains 
about fifty log houfes and a Roman catholic 
church, built in the Canadian ftyle, and orna- 
mented within with pictures, lamp^, &c. in 
iuch a manner as to attracSt.the eye as forcibly 
as poflible. The outward fhew, and numer*- 
ous ceremonies of the Roman catholic religion, 
are particularly fuited to the capacities of the 
Indians, and as but very little reftraint is im- 
pofed upon them by the miflionaries, more of 
them become converts to that religion than to 
any other. The worfhip of the Holy Virgin 
meets in a very peculiar manner with the apt- 
probation of the fquaws, and they fing her 
praifes with the mpft profound devotion. 

In this and all the other Indian villages fi- 

■ tuated in the improved parts of Lower Canada, 

a great mixture of the blood of whites with 

that of the aborigines is obfcrvable in t^e per- 

fons of the inhabitants ; there are alfo confi- 

derable numbers of the French Canadians 

living in thefe villages, who have married Inr 

dian wives, ^nd have been adopted into the 

.different nations with whom they rqfide. Many 

•of the French Canadians bear fuch a clofe re- 

.femblance to the Indians, owing to their dark 

complexions, black eyes, and long black hair, 

,that when attired in the fame habits it is only 

. g perfon intimately acquainte4 with the features 

of 
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of the Indians that could diftinguifh the one 
race of men from the other. The difpofitbns 
of the two people alfo accord together in a very 
ftriking manner; both are averfe to a fettled 
life, and to regular habits of induftry ; both arc 
fond of roving about, and procuring fufte- 
nance by hunting rather than by cultivating 
the earth ; nature feems to have implanted in 
' their hearts a reciprocal afFeftion for each other; 

they aflbciate together, and live on the moft 
amicable terms; and to this one circumftancc 
more than to any other caufe is to be attri- 
buted that wonderful afcendancy which the 
French were ever known to have over the In- 
dians, whilft they had poffeffion of Canada. It 
is very remarkable indeed, that in the upper 
country, notwithftanding that prefents to fuch 
a very large amount are diftributed amongft 
the Indians through the hands of the Englifli 
inhabitants, and that their natural rights are as 
much refpedled by them as they poflibly can 
be, yet an Indian, even at this day, will always 
go to the houfe of a poor French farmer in 
preference to that of an Engliflmian. 

The numbers of the Cachcnonaga nation, in 
the village near La Chine, are eftimated at one 
hundred and fifty perfons. The other Indian 
villages, in the civilized parts of Lower Ca- 
nada, are, one of the Canafadogas, fituatpd near 
the mouth of the Utaw^s Riyer; one of the 

Little 
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Little Algonquins, near Trois Rivieres; one of 
tbc Abcrachies, near Trois Rivieres, at the op- 
pofite fide of the river; and one of the Hu- 
rons, near Quebec ; but none of thefe villages 
are as large as that of the Cachenonagas. The 
numbers of the Indians in the lower province 

. have diminiflied very faft of late years, as they 
have done in every other part of the continent, 
where thofe of the white inhabitants have iu- 
creafed ; in the whole lower province, at pre- 
fent, it is thought that there are not more thao 
twelve hundred of them. Many of thefe In- 
dians are continually loitering about the largb 
towns, in expectation of getting fpirits or bread, 
which they are extremely fond of, from ihc 
inhabitants. No lefs than two hundred, that 
had come a great diftance in canoes, from the 

. lower parts of the river St. Lawrence, were 
encamped on Point Levi when we vifited 
Quebec; . Thefe Indians, fqualid and filthy in 
the extreme, and going about the ftreets every 
day in large parties, begging, prefented a moft 
melancholy pidture of human nature ; and in- 
deed, if a traveller never fawanyof the North 
American Indians, but the moft decent of 
thofe who are in the habit of frequenting the 
large towns of Lower Canada, he would not be 
led to entertain an opinfon greatly in their fa- 
vour. The farther you afcend up the coun- 
try, and confequently the nearer you fee the 

Indians 
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Indians to what they were in their original 
ftatc, before their manners were corrupted by 
intercourfc witli the whites, the more do you 
find in their charadler and condud: deferring 
of admiration 4 ' 

It was on the 28th day of. Auguft that we 
reached La Chine; the next day the ** brigade,'* 
as it was called, of bateaux was ready, and in 
the afternoon we fet out on our voyage- Three 
men are found fufficient to conducft an empty 
bateau of about two tons burthen up the St. 
Lawrence, but if the batcaii be laden more 
are generally allowed. They afcend the ftreani 
by means of poles, oars, and fails. Where -the 
current is very ftrong, they make ufe of the 
former, keeping as clofe as poffible to the fhore; 
in order to avoid the current, and to have the 
advantage of (hallow water to pole in. The 
men fet their poles altogether at the fame 
moment, and all work at the fame fide of the 
bateau ; the fteerfman, however, fliifts his pol^ 
occafionally from fide to fide, in order to keep 
the veffel in an even direftion. The poles 
commonly ufed are about eight feet in length, 
extremely light, and headed with iron. On 
coming to a deep bay or inlet, the men aban- 
don the poles, take to their oars, and flirike if 
poflible direftly acrofs the mouth of the bay ; 
but in many places the current proves fo fl:rong 
that it is abfolutely impoflible to ftem it by 

means 
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means of oars, and they are obliged to pole ' 
entirely round the bays. Whenever the wind 
is favourable they fet their fail ; but it is only 
at the upper end of the river, beyond the ra- 
pids, or on the lakes or broad parts of it, where 
tl^ current is not fwift, that the fail bv itfeif 
is. fafficient to impel them forwaid. 

The, exertion it requires to counteraft the 
force of the ftrcam by means of. poles and oars 
is fo great, that .the men are obliged to flop 
very frequently to take breath. The places 
at which they flop are regularly afcertained ; 
fome of them, wherelthe current is very ra^ 
pitj,_are not more than half a mile.diftant one 
from the other ; others one or two, bat none 

of them more than four miles apart. EacK 

* 

of thefe places the boatmen, who are almofli 
all French Canadians, denominate " une pipe,": 
becaufe they are allowed to ftop.at.it and fill 
their pipes. A French Canadian is fcarcely. 
ever without a pips in his mouthi whether 
working at the oar or plough; whether on 
foot, or on horfeback; indeed, fq much ad-' 
dided are the people to fmoking, that by the 
burning of the tobacco in their pipes they 
commonly afcertain the diilancefrom one place 
to another. Such a place, they fay, is three 
pipes off, that is, it is fo far off that you may 
fmoke three pipes full of tobacco whilft: yoa 
go thither. A pipe, in the mo ft general ac-? 

ceptation 
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ccptation of the word, feemed to be about three 
quarters of an Engliih mile. 

Lake St. Louis, commencing, or rather ter- 
minating, at La Chine, for that village ftands 
at the lower end of it, is about twelve miles 
in length and four in breadth. At its upper-» 
moft extremity it receives a large branch of the 
Utawas River, ^nd alfo the fouth-weft branch 
of the River St. Lawrence, which by foma 
geographers is called the River Cadaraqui, 
and by others the River Iroquois ; but in the 
country, generally fpeaking, the whole of that 
river, running from Lake Ontario to the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence, goes fimply under the 
name of the St. Lawrence. 

At the upper end- of Lake St. Louis the 
water is very fhallovv, owing to the banks pf 
mud and fand wafiied up by the two rivers. 
Thefe very extenfive banks, arc entirely co- 
vered with reeds, fo that when a veflel fails 
over them flie appears at a little diftance to be 
abfolutely failing over dry land. As we pafled 
along this part of the lake we were enveloped 
with clouds of little infeds, different from 
any I ever faw before or afterwards in the 
country ; but they are common, it is faid, on 
various parts of the River 3t, Lawrence. Their 
fize was fomewhat larger than that of the 
gnat ;» their colour a pure white ; and fo deli- 
cately were they formejd^ that by the flighteft' 

m;^ touch 
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touch they wci^ deftroyed and reduced to 
powder* They were particularly attraftcd by 
any white object, and having once alighted 
were not to be driven away but by force. 
The leaves of a book, which I happened to 
have in my hand, were in a few feconds fo 
thickly covered by them that it was impof- 
fible to difcern a lingle letter, and no fooner 
was one fwarm of them bru(hed ofFthan afrefh 
one immediately alighted. Thefe infeds have 
very broad wings in proportion to their fize, 
and fly heavily, fo that it is only when the 
air is remarkably calm that they can venture 
to make their appearance. 

About funfet on this, the firft evening of 
our voyage, we reached the ifland of Perot, 
fituated at the mouth of the Utawa^ River. 
This ifland is about fourteen miles in circum- 
ference; its foil is fertile, and it is well cul- 
tivated. There arc two confiderable villages 
near its center, but towards Point St. Claire, 
at its lower extremity, the fettlements are but 
very few. We landed at the point, and pitched 
our tent in a meadow which flood bordering 
upon the water. Here the bateaux were drawn 
up, and having been properly fecured, the 
different crews, amounting in all to upwards 
of fifty men, divided themfelves into fmall 
parties, and kindled fire$ along the.'fbore; in; 
<prder to cook their provifions for the fuij- 
. . . cceding 
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ceeding day» and to keep themfelves warm 
during the night. Thefe men, who are en- 
gaged in conducing bateaux in Canada, are, as 
I have before obferved, a very hardy race : 
when the weather is fair, they fleep on the 
grafs at night, without any other covering 
than a (hort blanket, fcarcely reaching down 
to their knees j during wet weather a fail or 
a blanket to the weather fide, fpread on poles 
ftuck into the ground in an inclined dirpdlion, 
is all the fhelter they deem ncceflary. On fet- 
ting out each man is fiirniflied with a certain 
allowance of faked pork, bifcuit, peafe, and 
brandy ; the peafe and bifcuit they boil with 
fome of the pork into porridge, and a large 
vefTel full of it, is generally kept at the head 
of the bateau, for thc^ufe of the crew when 
they flop in the courfe of the day. This por- 
ridge, or elfe cold fat falted pork, with cu- 
cumbers, conflitutes the principal part of their 
food. The cucumber is a fruit that the lower 
clafles of the French Canadians are extremely 
fond of 5 they ufe it however in a very in- 
different flate, as they never pull it until it has 
attained a large fize, and is become yellow 
and feedy. Cucumbers thus mellow, chopped 
into fmall pieces without being peeled, and 
afterwards mixed with four cream, is one of 
dieir favourite di^^s* 

At 
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At day break on the fecond morning of our 
voyage, we quitted the ifland of Perot, and 
croffed the U^awas River, in order to gain the 
mouth of the fouth-weft branch of the St. 
Lawrence. A tremendous fcene is here pre*- 
fented to the view ; each river comes ruftiing 
down into the lake, ovcrimmenfe rocks, with 
an impetuofity which, feemingly, nothing can 
refift. The waves are as high as what arc 
commonly^ met with in the Britifh Channel 
during a fmart breeze, and the breakers fo 
numerous and dangerous, that one ^ would 
imagine a bateau could not pofGbly live in the 
midft of them ; and indeed, unlcfs it were na- 
vigated by men intimately acquainted withthe 
place, and very expert at the fame time, there 
would be evident danger of its being filled 
with water. Several timesjas we paffed through 
the breakers, the water, daftied over the fides 
of our bateau. Tremendous and dangerous, 
however, as the rapids arc at this fpot, they 
are much lefs fo than fomc of thofc met with 
higher up the River St. Lawrence. 

The water of the Utawas River is remark- 
ably clear, and of a bright greenifh colour ; 
that of the St. Lawrence, on the contrary, is 
muddy, owing to its pafling over deep beds of 
marl for fome miles before it enters into Lake 
St. Louis. For a confiderable way down the 

lake 
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lake the waters of the two rivers may be plainly 
diilinguiOied from each other. 

The Rapids immediately at the mouth of the 
fouth-weft branch of the St. Lawrence are 
called ** Les .Cafcades," or, ** Le Saut de 
** Trou/' In. laden bateaux it is no arduous 
tafk to flioot down them> but it is impoflible 
to mount aglinft the ilream even in fuch as 
are empty. In order to avoid the laborious 
tafk therefore of carrying them along the (horc 
paft the rapids, as ufed formerly to be done, ^ 
canal with a double lock has been made here 
at a great expence. This canal extends but a 
very little way, not more than fifty yards per- 
haps. Beyond this there is a fucceflion of 
other rapids, the firft of which, called " Le 
Saut de Buiflbn' on account of the clofenefs 
of the woods along the (hores on each fide, 
18 fo ilrong, that in order to pafs it, it is ne-^ 
ceflary to lighten the bateaux very confidcrably* 
If the cargoes are large, they are wholly taken 
out at once, and fent forward in carts to the. 
diftance of a mile and a half, paft all the rapids* 
The men are always obliged here to get out 
of the bateaux, and haul them along with 
ropes, it being wholly impraiSlicable to coun- 
teract the force of the current by meaps of 
poles alone. 

The paflage of thefe rapids is fo very tedious, 
that we here quitted the bateaux^ took our 

Vol. XL D guns. 
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guns in hand, and proceeded on foot to ^* L^ 
Coteau dcs Cedres," the Hill of Cedars, about 
nine miles higher up the river. In going thither 
you foon lofe fight of the few ftraggling houfes 
at the cafcades, and enter the recefles of a re- 
markably thick wood, whofe foJcmn gloom, 
together with the loud roaring of the waters 
at a diftance, and the wild appearance of every 
objcdt around you, infpirr the mind with a fort 
of pleafing horror. As you approach •* Le 
Coteau dcs Cedres," the country afltimes a 
fofter afpe£t> cultivated fields and neat cottages 
once more appear in view, and the river, in- 
ftead of being agitated by tremendous rapids, 
is here feen gliding pn with an even current 
between its lofty banks. 

The village of the Hill of Cedars contains 
about thirty houfes, amongft which we were 
agreeably furprifed to find a remarkably neat 
and excellent tavern, kept by an Englifli 
woman. We remained here until three in 
the afternoon, when we again fet oiFon fooTr 
partly for the plcafure of beholding, from the 
top of the fteep banks, the many noble and 
beautiful profpcfts laid open* before us, and* 
partly for the pleafure of ftopping occafionaUy 
to chat with the Uvely French girls, that, dur-- 
ing this delicious feafon of the year, fat fpin-. 
ning in groups at the doors of the cottages. 
About five o*clock the bateaux overtook us j 
9 but 
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but after procegding in them for about two 
miles, we again landed to efcape the tedious 
procefs of afcending frefli rapids. Thefe are 
called the rapids " du Coteau du Lac St* 
Fran9ois ;" they are feveral miles in length, 
and though not the moft dangerous, are yet the 
moft tremendous to appearance of any in the 
whole river, the white breakers being diftinftly 
vifible at the diftance of four miles; fome tra-< 
vellers have gone fo far as to reprefent them as 
even more terrible to the beholder than the v 
falls of Niagara, but this is a very exaggerated 
account. Boats are here carried down with 
the ftrcam at the rate of fourteen o^ fifteen 
miles an hour, according to the beft infor-:^ 
mation I could procure on the fubjedl, though 
the Canadian boatmen and others declare that 
they are carried down at the rate of twenty 
miles in the hour. At fome of the rapids, 
higher up the river, the current is confiderably 
fwiftcr than at this place. 

In defcending thefe rapids they pafs through 
the breakers in the middle of the river, but in 
going up they keep clofe in to the fhore, on 
the north-weft fide, and being here iheltered 
by a numerous clufter of iflands, which break 
the force of the current, and having the be- 
nefit of a fhort canal and locks, they get pad 
the rapids with lefs difficulty even than they 
pafs the cafcades. One of the iflands here, 

D 2 farther 
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farther removed from the fhore than the rcfty 
is called Prifoncrs Ifland, having been allotted 
for the refidence of fome of the American 
prifoners during the laft war. There were 
fome buildings on the ifland at that time, but 
it has been quite deferted fince, on account of 
the great ditiiculty of getting to it through 
the ftrong rapid?- During the war, an officer, 
who had compelled fome of the Canadians^ 
notwith (landing their remonfl:rances, to make 
an attempt to reach the ifland at an improper 
feafon, periflied, with a great number of men, 
in going thither. Of the whole party one 
alone efcaped with his life. The St. Lawreace 
is here about two miles wide. 

This evening, the fecond of our voyage, 
the bateaux were drawn up for the night at 
the bottom of ** Le Coteau du Lac,'* the Hill 
of the Lake, and we pitched our tent on the 
margin of a wood, at a little diilance from the 
river. The next morning we proceeded again 
on foot for about two miles, when we came 
to a tavern, where we waited the arrival of the 
bateaux. The people of this houfe were 
Englifli. From hence upwards there arc but 
few French to be met with. 

We were detained here nearly half the day 
in ehdeavouring to procure a frefli man, one 
of the condu<aor's crew having been fcizcd 
with an intermittent fever« At lafl a man 
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from a neighbouring fettlement made his 
appearance, and we proceeded on our voyage. 
We now entered Lake St. Fran9ois, which 
is about twenty-five miles in length, and five 
in breadth; but the wind being unfavourable, 
we were prevented from proceeding farther 
upon it than Point au Baudet, at which place 
the boundary line commences, that feparates 
the upper from the lower province. When' 
the wind comes from the fouth-weft; the im- 
xnenfe body of water in the lake is impelled 
diredlly towards this point, and a furge breaks 
10 upon the beach, as tremendous as is feen on 
the fea-fhore. There was one folitary houfe 
here, which proved to be a tavera,and afibrded 
us a well-dreft fupper of venifon, and decent 
accommodation for the night. 

The next day the wind was not more fa- 
vourable; but as it was confiderably abated, 
we were enabled to profecute our voyage, 
coafting along the ihores of the lake. This 
was a moft laborious and tedious bufincfs, on 
account of the numerous bays and inlets,'which 
die wind was not fufficicnily abated to fufFer 
us to crofs at their mouths : notwithflanding 
all the difficulties, however, we had to contend 
with, we advanced nearly twenty-five miles in 
the courfe of the day. 

At the head of Lake St. Francois, we landed 
en a fmall iHand^ called '^ lile aax Raifins/' 
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on account of the number of wild vines grow- 
ing upon It. The bateaux men gathered great 
quantities of the grapes, wherewith the trees 
were loc^ded, and alfo an abundance of plumbs, 
which they devoured with great avidity. 
Neither of the fruits, however, were very 
tempting to perfons whofe palates had been 
accuftomed to the tafte of garden fruits. The 
grapes were four, and not larger than peas ; and 
as for the plumbs, though much larger in iize, 
yet their tafte did not differ materially from 
that of floes. 

Beyond L'Ifle aux RaiQns, in the narrow 
part of the river, there are feveral other 
iflands, the largeft of which called L'ifle St* 
Regis, is near ten miles in length. All thefe 
iflaiids ftill continue in the pofiefTion of the 
Indians, and many of them, being fituated as 
nearly as poffible in the middle of the river, 
which here divides the Britifh territory from 
that of the United States, it yet remains to be 
determined of what territory they form a part. 
It is fincerely to be defired that this matter 
may be adjufted amicably in due time. A 
ferious altercation has already taken place about 
an ifland fimilarly iituated in Detroit River, 
that will be tnore particularly mentioned here- 
after. The Indians not only retain poffeffion 
of thefe different iflands, but likewife of the 
whole of the ibuth-eaft ihore of the St. 

Lawrence, 
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Lawrence, fituated within the bounds of the 
United States; they like wife have confiderable 
ilrips of land on the oppofite fhore, within 
the Britifti dominions, bordering upon the 
river; thefe they have referved to themfelves 
for hunting. The Iroquois Indians have a 
village upon the Ifle of St. Regis, and another 
alio upon the main land, on the fouth-eafl 
ftiore ; as we pafTed it,feveral of the inhabitants 
put off in canoes, and exchanged unripe heads ♦ 
of Indian corn with the men for bread ; they 
alfo brought with them fome very fine wild 
ducks and fifh, which they difpofcd of to us 
on very moderate terms. 

On the fourth night of our voyage we en- 
camped, as ufualj on the main land oppofite 
the ifland of Sf. Regis; and the excellent 
viands we had procured from the Indians hav*. 
ing been cooked, we let down to fupper be- 
fore a large fire, materials for which are never 
wanting in this woody country. The night 
was uncommonly lerene, and we were in- 
duced to remain until a late hour in front of 
our tent, talking of the various occurrences in 
the courfe of the day; but we had fcarcely 
retired to reft, when the fky became overcaft, 

* The heftds of Indian corn» before th^y become hard, are 
efteemcd a great delicacy; the moil approved method of 
dreffingy is to parboil^ and afterwards roaH them. 

. D 4 a dread- 



^Digitized by 



Google 



40 TRAVELS THROUGH IjOWER CANADA: 

a dreadful ftorm arofc, and by day-break the 
next morning wc found ourfclves, and every 
thing belonging to us, drenched with rain. 
Our fituatioii now was by no mfeans agreeable ; 
torrents ftill came pouring down 5 bcither our 
tent nor the woods afforded us any (helter, and 
the wind being very ftrong, and as adverfe as ^ 
it could blow, there was no profpedk of our 
being enabled fpeedily to get into better quar- 
ters. Ii> this ftate we had remained for a con- 
fiderable time, when one of the party, who had 
been rambling about in order to difcover what 
fort of a neighbourhood we were in, returned 
with the pleafin^ intelligence that there was a 
houfe at no great diftance, and that the owner 
had politely invited us to it. It was the houfe 
of an old provincial officer, who had received 
a grant of land in this part of the country for 
his paft fervices. We gladly proceeded to it, 
and met with a moft cordial welcome from the 
captain and his fair daughters, who had pro- 
vided a plenteous breakfaft, and fpared no 
pains to make their habitation, during our flay, 
as pleaiing to us as poflible. We felt great 
fatisfaftion at the idea, that it would be in our 
power to fpend the remainder of the day with 
thefe worthy and hofpitable people; but alas, 
we had all formed an erroneous opinion of the 
weather I the wind fuddenly veered about} the 
fun broke through the thick clouds 5 the con- 
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du£fcor gave the parting order ; and in a fevr 
minutes we found ourfelvqs once more feated 
in our bateau. 

From hence upwards, for the diftance of 
forty miles, the current of the river is extremely 
ilrong, and numberlefs rapids are to. be en- 
countered, which, though not fo tremendous 
to appearance as thofe at the Cafcades, and ^* Le 
*' Coteau 4u Lac," are yet both more danger- 
ous and more difficult to pa(s. The great 
danger, however, coniifts in going down them; 
it arifes from the fhallown^fs of the water and 
the great number of fharp rocks, in the midfl: 
, of which the vefTels are hurried along with 
fuch impetuofity, that if they unfortunately get ' 
into a wrong channel, nothing can fave them 
from being dafhed to pieces ; but fo intimately 
are the people ufually employed on this river 
acquainted with the dilFerent channels, that an 
accident of the fort is fcarcely ever heard of. 
" Lc Long Saut," the Long Fall or Rapid, 
iituated about thirty miles above Lake St. 
Francis, is the moil dangerous of any one in 
the river, and fo difficult a matter is it to pafs 
it, that it requires no lefs than fix men on (hore 
to haul a fingle bateau againft the current. 
There is a third canal with locks at this place, 
in order to avoid a point, which it would be 
wholly iinprafticable to weather in the ordi- 
nary way. Thefe different canals and locks 

have 
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have been made at theexpence of government* 
and the profits arifirig from the tolls paid by 
every bateau that'paflcs through them are 
placed in the public treafury. At thefc ra- 
pids, and at feveral of the others, there arc very 
Txtenfive flour and faw mills. 

'On the fifth night we arrived at a fniall farm 
houfe, at the top of the " Long Saut/' wet 
from head to foot, in confequence of our hav- 
ing been obliged to walk pafl: the rapids 
through \Voods and buihes ftill dripping after 
the heavy rain that had fallen in the morning. 
The woods in this neighbourhood are far more 
majeftic than on any other part of the St« 
Lawrence; the pines in particular are uncom* 
monly tall, and feem to wave their tops in the 
very clouds. In Canada, pines grow on the 
richeft foils j but in the United States they 
grow moftly on poor ground : a tradl of land 
covered folcly with pines is there generally de- 
nominated *' a pine barren,'' on account of its 
great poverty. 

Daring a coniiderable part of the next day^ 
we alio proceeded on foot, in order to efcape 
the tedious paflfage up the '• Rapidc Plat,'* 
and fome of the other dangerous rapids in this 
part of the river. As we pafled along, we had. 
excellent diverfion in (hooting pigeons, feveral 
krge flights of which we met with in the 
woods. The wild pigeons of Canada are not 

unlike 
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nnlike the common Englifh wood pigeons* 
except that they are of a much fmaller fize : 
their fleih is very well flavoured. During 
f>articular years, thefe birds come down from 
the northern regions in flights tliat it is mar-* 
vellous to tell of. A gentleman of the town 
of Niagara aflfured me, that once as he was 
embarking there on board (hip for Toranto, a 
flight of them was obferved coming from that 
quarter J that as he failed over Lake Ontario 
to Toronto, forty miles dillant from Niagara, 
pigeons were feen flying over head the whole 
way in a contrary direction to that in which 
the (hip proceeded ; and that on arriving at 
the place of his deftination, the birds were flill 
obferved coming down from the north in as 
la^ge bodies as had been noticed at any one 
time during the whole voyage; fuppoiing, 
therefore, that the pigeons moved no fader than 
the veflel,the flighty according to this gentle- 
man's account, niufl: at leafl: have extended 
eighty miles. Many perfons may think this 
ftory furpafling belief; for my own part, how- 
ever, I do not hcfitate to give credit to it, 
knowing, as I do, the refpedability of the 
gentleman who related it, and the accuracy of 
his obfcrvation. When thefe birds appear in 
fttch great numbers, they often light on the 
borders of rivers and lakes, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of farm houfes, at which time they 
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are fo unwary that a man with a fliort ftick 
might eafily knock them down by hundreds. 
It is not oftenec, than once in fcven or eight 
years, perhaps, thatfuch large flocks ofthefc 
birds are feen in the country. The years in 
Tvhich they appear are denominated " pigeon 
•* years," 

There are alfo " bear years'* and ** fquirrel 
^ years/' Ttis was both a bear and a fquirrel 
year. The former, like the pigeons, came down 
from the northern regions, and were moft nu- 
merous in the neighbourhood of lakes Ontario 
and Erie, and »long the upper parts of the * 
River St. Lawrence. On arriving at the borders 
of thcfe lakes, or of the river, if the oppofitc 
fhore was in fight, they generally took to the 
water, and endeavoured to reach it by fwim- 
ming. Prodigious numbers of them were 
killed in croffing the St. Lawrence by the 
Indians, who had hunting encampments, at 
fhort diflances from each other, the whole 
way along the banks of the river, from the 
ifland of St. Regis to Lake Ontario. One 
bear, of a very large fize, boldly entered the 
river in the face of our bateaux, and was killed 
by fome of our men whilft fwimming from the 
main land to one of the iflands. In the woods 
it is very rare that bears will venture to attack 
a man; but feveral inftances that had recently 
occurred were mentioned to us, where they 

bad 
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had attacked a fingle man in a canoe whilit 
fwimmingy and fo very ftrong are they in the 
water, that the men thus fet upon, being un- 
armed, cfcape narrowly with their lives. 

The fquirrels,this year, contrary to the bears, 
migrated from the fouth, from the territory of 
the United States. Like the bears, they took 
to the water on arriving at it, but as if confcious 
of their inability to crofs a very wide piece of 
water, they bent their courfe towards Nia-J 
gara River, above the falls, and at its narrowed 
and moft tranquil part crofled over into the 
Britifh territory. It was calcblated, that up- 
wards of fifty thoufand of them crofTed the 
river in the courfe of two or three days, and 
fuch great depredations did they commit on 
arriving at the fettlements on the oppofite fide, 
that in one part of the country the farmers 
deemed themfelvca very fortunate where they 
got in as much as one third of their crops of 
corn. Thefe fquirrels- were all of the black 
kind, faid to be peculiar to the continent of 
America; they are in fhape fimilar to the com- 
mon grey fquirrel, and weigh from about one 
to two pounds and a half each. Some writers 
have afierted, that theie animals cannot fwim, 
but that when they come to a river, in migrat- 
ing, each one provides itfelf with a piece of 
wood ot bark, upon which, when a favourable 
wind offers, they embark, fpread their bufliv 
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tails to catch the wind, and are thus wafted 
over to thc.oppofitc fide. Whether thefe 
animals do or do not crofs in this manner fome- 
timesy I cannot take upon me to fay; but I 
can fafely affirm, that they do not always 
crofs fo, as I have frequently (hot them in the 
water whilft fwimming : no animals fwim 
better, and when purfued, I have feen them 
eagerly take to the waten Whilft fwimming, 
their tail is ufeful to them by way of rudder, 
and they ufe it with great dexterity; owing to 
its being fo light and bufhy, the greater part of 
it floats upon the water, and thus helps to fup- 
port the animal. The migration of any of 
thefe animals in fuch large numbers is faid to 
be an infallible fign of a fevere winter*. 

On the fixth evening of our voyage we 
flopped nearly oppofite to Point aux Iroquois, 
fo named from a French family having been 
"Cruelly maflacred there by the Iroquois Indians 
in the early ages of the colony. The ground' 
being ftill Extremely wet here, in confequencer 
of the heavy rain of the preceding day, we did 
not qiuch relifli the thoughts of paffing the 
night in our tent; yet there feemed to be no 
alternative, as the only houfe in fight wa? 
crowded with people, and not capable of afford- 

• In the prefent inftance it certainly was fo, for the cnfuing 
winter proved to be the feverell that had been known in North 
America for fevcral year*. * 
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ing US any accommodations. Luckily, how- 
ever^ as we were fearching about for the drieft 
(pot to pitch our tent upon, one of the party 
efpied a bam at a little diftance, belonging to 
the man of the adjoining houfc, of whom wc 
procured the key ; it was well Aored with 
ftraw, and having mounted to the top of the 
mow, we laid ourfclvcs down to reft, and flept 
foundly there till awakened in the morning by 
the crowing of fome cocks, that were perched 
bn the beams a^ove our head. 
• At an early hour we purfued our voyage, 
and before noon paffed the laft rapid, about 
three miles below the mouth of Ofwegatchee 
River, the moft confiderablc of thofe within 
the territory of the United States, which fall 
into the St. Lawrence: It confifts of three 
branches, that unite together about fifteen 
miles above its mouth, the moft wcftern of 
which iflues from a lake twenty miles in length 
and eight in breadth. Another of the branches 
idues from a {mall lake or pond, only about 
four miles diftant from the weftern branch 
oJF Hudfon's River, that flows paft New York. 
Both the Hudfon and Ofwegatchee are faid 
to be capable of being made navigable for 
light bateaux as far as this fpot, where they 
approach within fo Ihort a diftance of each 
other, except only at a few places, fo that the 
portages will be but very trifling. This how- 
ever 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4t TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA i 

ever is a mere conje<aure, for Ofwegatchee 
River is i)ut very impcrfedlly known, the 
country it paffe^ through being quite unin- 
habited ; but (hould it be found, at a future 
period, that thefe rivers are indeed capable of 
being rendered navigable fo far up the country, 
it will probably be through this channel that 
the chief part of the trade that there may 
happen to be between New York and the 
country bordering upon Lake Ontario will 
be carried on. It is at prefent carried on 
between that city and the lake by means of 
Hudfon River, as far as Albany, and from 
thence by means of the Mohawks River, 
Wood Creek, Lake Oneida, and Ofwego 
River, which falls into Lake Ontario. The 
harbour at the mouth of Ofwego River is 
very bad on account of the fand banks ; none 
but flat bottomed veflels can approach with 
fafety nearer to it than two miles; nor is there 
any good harbour on the fouth fide of Lake 
Ontario in the neighbourhood of any large 
rivers. Sharp built veflels, however, of a 
confiderable fize, can approach with fafety to 
the mouth of Ofwegatchee River. The Se- 
neca, a.Britifli veflfel of war of twenty-fix 
guns, ufed formerly to ply conftantly between 
Fort de la Galette, fituated at the mouth of 
that river, and the fort at Niagara; and the 
Britifh fur ihips on the lakes ufed alfo, at that 

time, 
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time, to difcharge the cargoes there, brought 
down from the upper country, • As therefore 
the harbour at the mouth of Ofwegatchee is 
fo much better than that at the mouth of 
Ofwego River, and as they are nearly an equal 
diflance from New V^ork, there is reafon to 
fuppofe, that if the river navigation fhould 
prove equally good, the trade between the • 
lakes and New York will be for the moft 
part, if not wholly, carried on by means of 
Ofwegatchee rather than of Ofwego River. 
With a fair wind, the paflage from Ofwe- 
gatchee River to Niagara is accomplifhed in 
two days ; a voyage only one day longer than 
that from Ofwego to Niagara with a fair 
wind. 

Fort de la Galette was eredled by the 
French, and though tibt built till long after 
Fort Cataraguis or Frontignac, now Kingfton, 
yet they eftcemcd it by fiir the moft important - 
military poft on the St. Lawrence, in the upper 
country, as it was impoffible for any boat or 
veflel to pafs up or down that river without 
being obferved, whereas they might cafily 
cfcape unfeen behind the many iflands op- 
polite to Kingfton. Since the clofc of the 
American war. Fort de la Galette has been 
difmantlcd, as it was within the territory of the 
United States : nor would any advantage have 
arifen from its retention ; for it was never 
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of any importance to us but as a trading 
poily and as fuch Kingfton^ which is within 
our own territory, is far more eligibly fituated 
in every point of view; it has a more fafe and 
commodious harbour^ and the fur (hips coming 
down frott\ Niagara, by flopping there, arc 
fived a voyage of fixty miles up and down the 
3t* Lawrence, which was oftentimes found to 
be more tedious than the voyage from Niagara 
to Kingfton. 

In the neighbourhood of La Galettc, on 
the OfwQgat^hee River, there is a village of 
the (Xwegatchee Indians, whofe numbers arc 
eflimated at one hujidred warriors. 

The current of the St% Lawrence,, from 
Ofwegatchec upwards, is much more gentle 
than in any other part between Montreal and 
Lake Ontario, except only where the river is 
confiderably dilated, as at lakes St. Louis and 
St. Fran9ois; however, notwithftanding its 
being fo gentle, we did not advance more tbaa 
twenty-five miles in the qourfe of the day, 
owing to the mmierous il^ps that we made,, 
more from motives of pkafure than neceffity^ 
The evening was uncommonly fine,, and to- 
wards fun-fet a briflc gale fpringing up, the 
conduAor judged itadviiable to take advantage 
of it, and to continue the voyage all night, ir^ 
order to make up for the time we had loft 
during the day* We accordingly proceeded,, 

3 ^^^ 
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but towards midnight &e wind died awayi 
this circumftance^ however, did not alter the 
determination of the condudor. The men 
were ordered to the oars, and notwithftanding 
that they had laboured hard during the pre- 
ceding day, and had had no red, yet they 
were kept clofely at work untiUday-break, 
except for one hour, during which they were 
allowed to flop to cook their provifions. 
Where there is a gentle current, as in this 
part of the river, the Canadian^ will work at 
the oar for many hours without intermiflion ; 
they feemed to think it no hardfliip to be 
kept employed in this inftance the whole 
night ; on the contrary, they plied as vigo- 
roufly as if they had but juft fet out, finging 
merrily the whole time. The French Cana- 
dians have in general a good ear for muiic, and , 
fing duets with tolerable accuracy. They 
have one very favourite duet amongft them, 
called the " rowing duet," which as they fing 
they mark time to with each ftroke of the 
oar ; indeed, when rowing in fmooth water, 
they mark the time of mofl of the airs they 
fing in the fame manner. 

About eight o'clock the next, and eighth 
morning of our voyage, we entered the laft 
lake before you come to that of Ontario, called 
the Lake of a Thoufand Iflands, on account of 
the multiplicity of them which it contains* 

E a ^ Many 
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Many of thefe iflands are Icarcely larger than 
a bateau, and none of thenn, except fuch as arc 
fituated at the upper and lower extremities of 
the lake, appeared to me to contain more than 
fifteen Englilh acres each. They are all 
covered with wood, even to the very fmalleft. 
The trees on thefe laft are ftunted in their 
growth, but the larger iflands produce is fine 
timber as is to be found on the main (hores of 
the lake. Many of thefe iflands are fituated 
fo clofely together, that it would be eafy to 
throw a ^pebble from one to the other, not- 
withftanding which circumftance, the paflage 
between them is perfedHy fafe and commodious 
for bateaux, and between fome of them that 
are even thus clofe to each other, is water 
fufficient for a frigate. The water is uncom- 
monly clear, as it is in every part of the river, 
from Lake St. Francis upwards : between that 
lake and the Utawas River downwards it is 
difcoloured, as I have before obferved, by 
paffing over beds of marl. The fhores of all 
thefe iflands under our notice are rocky; 
moft of them rife very boldly, and fome 
exhibit perpendicular maflTes of rock towards 
the water upwards of twenty feet high. The 
fcenery prefented to view in failing between 
thefe iflands is beautiful in the higheft degree. 
Sometimes, after pafling through a narrow 
ftrait, you find yourfelf in a bafon, land locked 

ou 
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on every fide, that appears to have no com- 
inunication with the lake, except by the paflage 
through which you entered ; you are looking 
about, perhaps, for an outlet to enable you to 
proceed, thinking at laft to fee fome little 
channel which will juft admit your bateau, 
wheb on a fudden an expanded (heet of water 
opens upon you, whofe boundary is the ho- 
rizon alone;' again in a few minutes you find 
yourfelf land locked, and again a fpacious 
paflage as fuddenly prefents itfclf ; at other 
times, when in the middle of one of thefe 
baibns^ between a clufter of iflands, a dozen 
difierent channels, like fo many noble rivers, 
meet the eye, perhaps equally tfnexpedledly, 
and on each fide the iflands appear regularly 
retiring till they fink from the fight in the 
•difbnce. Every minute, during the paflage 
of this lake, the profpeA varies. The nu- 
merous Indian hunting encampments on the 
different iflands, with the fmoke of their fires 
' fifing up between the trees, added confidcrably 
to the beauty of the fcenery as we pafled it. 
The Lake of a Thoufand Iflands is twenty- 
five miles in Icngthi and about fix in breadth. 
From its upper end to Kingft:on, at which 
place we arrived early in the evening, the 
diftance is fifteen miles. 

The length of time required to afcend the 
, River St* La\yrencc, from Montreal to King- 
IE 3 ftoD, 
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Hon, is commonly found to be about feven 
days. If the wind fhould be flrong and very 
favourable, the paiTage may be performed in a 
lefs time 5 but fhould it, on the contrary, be 
adverfe, and blow very ftrong, the paflage will 
be protrad:ed ibmewhat longer ; an adverfe or 
favourable wind, however, feldom n^akes a 
difference of more than three days in the length 
of the pafTage upwards, as in each cafe it is 
necefTary to work the bateaux along by means 
of poles for the greater part of the way. The 
.pafiage downwards is performed in two or 
three days, according to the wind.. The 
current is fo fkrong, that a contrary wind 
feldom lengthens the paflage in that dircAion 
more than a day. 

The Miffiffippi is the only river in North 
America, which, for grandeur and commo- 
dioufnefs of navigation, comes in competition 
with the St* Lawrence, or with that river 
which runs from Lake Ontario to the ocean. 
If, however, we confider that immenfe body 
of water that flows from Lake Winnipeg 
through the Lake of the Woods, Lake Su- 
perior, &c. down to the fea, as one entire 
ilream, and of courfe as a continuation of the 
St. LaNvrcnce, it mufl: be allowed to be a very 
fuperior river to the Mifliffippi in every point 
of view; and we may certainly confider it as 
one ilream, with as much reafon as we look 

upon 
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upon that as one river which flows from Lake 
Ontario to the fea ; for before it meets the 
ocean it pafles through four krge lakes, not 
indeed to be compared with thofe of Erie or 
Superior, in fize, but they are independent lakes 
notwithftanding, as much as any of the others. 
The MifSffippi is principally to be admired for 
the eVennefs of its current, and the prodi- 
gious length of way it is navigable, without 
any interruption, for bateaux of a very large 
burthen j but in many refpefts it' is a very in- 
ferior river to the St. Lawrence, properly fo 
called. The Mifliffippi at its mouth is not 
twenty miles broad, and the navigation is there 
fo obftrudted by banks or bars, that a veflel 
drawing more than twelve feet water cannot af- 
cend it without very imminent danger. Theie 
bars at its mouth or mouths, for it is divided 
by feveral iflands, are formed by large quan- 
tities of trees that come drifting down from the 
upper country, and when once flopped by any 
obftacle, are quickly cemented together by the 
mud, dcpolitcd between the branches by the 
waters of the river, which are uncommonly 
foul and muddy. Frefh bars are formed, of 
the old bars are enlarged every year, and it iS 
iaid, that unlefs fome fteps are taken to prevent • 
the lodgments of the trees annually brought 
down at the time of the inundation, the navi- 
gation may in a few years be ftill more ob- 
E4 ftruiaed^ 
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ftrufted than it li at prefent. It is notorious, 
that fincc the river was firft difcovered, fcveral 
iflands and points have been formed near its 
mouth, and the different channels have under- 
gone very material alterations for the worfe,-as 
to their courfes and depths. The River St. 
Lawrence, however, on the contrary, is no lefs 
than ninety miles wide at its mouth, and it is 
navigable for (hips of the line as far as Quebec, 
a diftance of four hundred miles from -the fea. 
The channel alfo, inftead of having been im- 
paired by time, is found to be confiderably 
better now than when the river was firft dif- 
covei:ed ; and there is reafon to imagine that it 
will improve ftill more in procefs of time, as 
the clear water that flows from Lake Ontario 
comes down with fuch impetuofity, during the 
floods in the fpring of the year, as frequently 
to remove banks of gravel and loofe ftones in 
the river, and thus to deepen its bed. The 
channel on the north fide of the ifland of Or- 
leans, immediately below Quebec, which, ac- 
cording, to the account of Le P. dc Charlevoix, 
was not fufficiently deep in the year 1720 to 
admit a fliallop of a fmall fize, except at the 
time of high tides, is at prefent found to be 
deep enough for the largeft veffels, and is the 
channel moll generally ufed. 

The 
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The following table (hews for what veffels 
the St. Lawrence is navigable in diflbrent 
places; and alfo points out the various breadths 
of the river from its mouth upwards ; 

Diftances Breadth ia 
Nsunes-of Places* - . in miles miles. 

afcending. - 

At its mouth ----- - - 90 

At Cape Cat - - - - 140 - - 30 

At Saguenay River --120- - 18 
At the lower extremity of 

the We of Orleans ^ -^ 1 10 -' -^ 15* 
At the bafori between the 
Ifle of Orleans and Que- 
bec - - - r " -. 3^ " • .Sf 
From Quebec to Lake St. 
Pierre - - - - - 90 

Lake St. I?ierre - - • 30 - - 14 
To La Valterie - - - 10- - - i 
To Montreal -■ - 30 - 2 to '4J 

* This illand is 25 miles in length and 6 in 
breadth, the river on each fide is about 2 
miles wide* 

-j- Thus far, 400 miles from its mouth, it is 
navigable* for (hips of the line with fafety. 

X To this place, 560 miles, itls navigable with 
perfcft 'fafety for fhips. drawing 14 feet 
water. Veffels of a much larger draught 
have proceeded many miles above Quebec, 
but the channel is very intricate and 
dangerous, 
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Diftances 
Names of Places. an miles 

afcending. 



Breadth in 
miles. 



To Lake St. Louis - -^ 6 - - — } 
Lake St. Louis --•12-- 4 

To Lake St. Francis • - 25 - f to 2 

Lake St. Francis - - - 20 ^ - - 5 
TothcLLake of a Thoufand 

Ifles - -- - -- 90- ftoi 

I^fcc of a. Thoufand lies 25 - - 6 
To Kingfton, on Lake On- 

taria** .. ^ . «. ^ • 15 « 2 1 to 6 

743 • . 



during the whole of its courfe the St. 
Lawrence is pavig^le for bateaux of two tons 
bu^hcD, except merely at the rapids^ «bove 
Montreal, „at. the Fall. of the Thicket, and at 
the Long JFall, where, as has been already 
pointed out, it is neceiTaiy to lighten the ba- 
teaux,, if heavily laden. At each of thefe 
places, however, it is poflible to conftruft 
canals, fo as to prevent the trouble of unlading 
any pact of the cargoes of the bateaux, and at 
a future, day, when the country beconaes rich, 
fuch canals no doubt will be made. 

Although the. lakes are not immediately 
conncfted with the Atlantic Ocean by any 
other river than the St. Lawrence^ yet there 

are 
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are (everal ibreams that fall into the Atlantic^ 
fo nearly conneAed with others flowing into 
the lakes> that by their means trade may be 
carried on between the ocean and the lakes. 
The principal channels for trade between the 
ocean and the lakes are four in numberj the 
'£rft^ alpng the Mifllflippi and the Ohio* and 
thence up the Wabafh^ Miami, Mufhingun, qt 
the Alleghany rivers, from the head of which 
there are portages of from one to eighteen 
miles to rivers that fall into Lake.'E.rie$ 
fecondly, along the Patowmac River, which 
flaws pad: Washington, and from thence along 
Cheat River, the Monongahela and Alleghany 
rivers and French Creek to Prefqu* Ifle on 
Lake Eriei thirdly, along Hu4ron*s River, 
which falls into the Atlantic at New York, 
(and afterwards along the Mohawk River, 
Wood Creek, Lake Oneida, and Ofwego 
River, which laft falls iato Lake Ontario ; 
fourthly, along the St. Lawrence. 

The following is a ftateraent of the entire 
.length of each of thefe channels or routesjtand 
of the lengths of the portages in each, reckon- 
ing from the higheft feaport on each river that 
will receive veiTels of a fuitable (ize for croiSng 
the Atlantic to Lake Erie, which is the moil 
central of the lakes to the four ports : 

From 
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Length of • Length 
» WayiQ of the 

Miles. ' Portages.* 

From Montreal — - - 440 - - 22 
From Wjifhington - - 450 - - 8o* 
From New York - - 500 - - 30 
JFrom New Orleans - - 1,800 - i toiS-j* 

♦ When the navigation is opened, this will be 

reduced, it is iaid, to 50 miles. 
•f- According to the route followed from the 

Ohio to the Lake, 

c From this ftatement it not only appears 
evident- that the St. Lawrence opens a (bortcr 
'paflage to the lakes than any of the other 
•rivers, but alfo that the portages are fliorter 
than ill any of the other routes ; the portages 
are alfo fewer, and goods may be tranfporttfd 
in the fame boats the whole way from Mon- 
treal to the lakes ; whereas in conveying goods 
thither either from Washington or New York, 
It is ncceffary to employ different boats and 
men on each different river, or elfe to trans- 
port the boats themfelves on carriages over the 
portages from one river to another. It is al- 
ways an objeft of importance to avoid a 
portage, as by every change in the mode of con- 
veyance the expence of carriage is lActeafed, 
and there is an additional rifk of pillage from 
the goods pafling through the hands of a greater 

number 
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number of people. * Independent of thefe con- 
fiderationsy the St, Lawrence will, on another 
account, be found a more commodious channel 
than any other for the carrying on of trade 
between the ocean and the lakes. Conftantly 
fupplie^ from that immenfe refervoir of water,. 
Lake Ontario, it is never fo low, even in the 
drieft feafon, as not to be fufficiently deep to 
float laden bateaux. The fmall ftreams, on the 
contrary, which conne<ft Hudfon's River, the 
Patowmac, and the Miffiflippi with the lakes^ 
are frequently fo dried up in fummer time, that 
it is fcarcely poffible to pafs along them in ' 
canoes. For upwards of four months in the 
fummer of 1796, the Mohawk River was fo 
low, that it was totally impradicable to tranf- 
port merchandize along it during the greater 
part of its courfc, and the traders in the back 
country, after waiting for a length of time for 
the goods they wanted, were un^er the ne- 
ceflity at laft of having them forwarded by land 
carriage. The navigation of this river, it is' 
laid, becomes worfe every year, and unlefs fe- 
veral long canals are cut, there will be an end 
to the water communication between New 
York and Lake Ontario by that route. The 
Alleghany River and French Creek, which 
conned; the Patowmac with Lake Erie, are 
equally aflFefted by droughts ; indeed it is only. 
during floods, occafipned by the melting of tho 

fnow. 
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ihow, or by heavy falls of rain, that goods, can 
be tranfported with cafe either by the one route 
or the other* 

By far the greater part of the trade to the 
kkes is at prefent centered at Montreal ; for 
the^ Britifh merchants not only can convey 
their goods from thence to the lakes for one 
third lefs than what it cofts to convey the fame 
goods thither from New York, but they can 
likewiie afford to fell them> in the firft inftance, 
confiderably cheaper than the merchants of the 
United States. The duties paid on the im-- 
portation into Canada of refined fugar» fpirits^ 
wine^ and coffee, are confiderably lefs than, 
thofe paid on the importation of the fame com^ 
modities into the United States ; and all Britifh 
hardware, and dry goods in general, are ad-* 
mitted duty free into Canada, whereas^ in the 
United States, they are chargeable, on impor<* 
tation from Europe^ with a duty of fifteen per 
cent* on the value. To attempt to levy duties 
on foreign manufa&ures fent into the ilates 
from Canada would be an idle attempt^ as 
from the great extent of their frontier, and its 
contiguity to Canada, it would at all times be 
an eafy matter to fend the goods clandeflinely 
into them, in order to avoid the duties. 
* The trade carried on from Montreal to the 
lakes is at prefent very coniiderable, and in- 
^f eafing every year. Already arc there exten- 

five 
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five fettlements on the Brltifh fide of Lake 
Ontario, at Niagara, at Toronto, at the Bay 
of Canti, and at Kingfton, which contain nearly 
twenty thoufand inhabitants i and on the op- 
pofite ihore, the people of the ftates are push- 
ing forward their fettlements with the utmofl: 
vigour. On Lake Erie, and along Detroit 
River alfo, the fettlements are increafing with 
aftonidiing rapidity, both on the Briti(h and 
on the oppofite fide. 

The importance of the back country trade, 
and the trade to the lakes is in fad: the back 
country trade, has already been demonftrated ; 
and it has been fiiewn, that every fea«port 
town in the United States has increafed in 
fize in proportion to the quantum it enjoyed 
of this trade ; and that thofe towns moil con- 
veniently fituated for carrying it on, were 
thole that had the greateft (hare of it ; as, 
therefore, the fhores of the lake increafe in 
population, and of courie as the demand fpr 
European manufadures increafes amongft the 
inhabitants, we may exped: to fee Montreal^ 
which of all the fea-ports in North America 
is the moil conveniently fituated for fupplying 
them with fuch manufa^res, increafe pro- 
portionably in fize ; and as the extent of back 
country it is conneded with, by means of 
water, is as great, and alfo as fertile as tkat 
with vfhiqh aQy of the large tovsrp^^of the 

United 
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Unit^il^States are conneded, it is nfet impro- 
bable but that Montreal at a future day will 
rival in wealth and in fize the grcateft of the 
cities on the continent of North America. 



JL E T T E R XXX. 

Defcriptim of the Town of Kingjion. — For^ 
tnerly called Fort Cadaraqua. — Extenjive 
Trade carried on here. — Nature of it.--^ 
Inhabitants very hofpitable. — -Harbours on 
Lake^ntario.^^Ships of War on that Lake. 
^—Merchant Ve/fels. — Naval OJicers. — Ex^ 
pence of building and keeping up Vejfels very 
great. — Why. — No Iron Mines yet opened in 
the Country. — Copper may be':,more eqfily 
procured than Irony-*-Found in great ^an^ 
titles on the Borders of Lake Superior. — 
Embark in a Trading Veffel on Lake Ontario. 
^^Defcription of that Lake. — A Septennial 

' Change in the Height of the Waters faid to 
be obfervable-^alfo a Tide that ebbs and flows 
every Two Hours. — Ohfervations on thefe 
Phenomena. — Voyage 'acrofi the- Lake fmilar 
to a Sea Voyage.-^Come in Sight of Niagara 
Fort. — Land at Miljijfaguis Point. -^MiJJiffa- 
guis Indians. — One of their Chiefs killed in 
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6n Affray. — How treated by the Britijh Go^ 
H^errment.^-^'Tbeir revengeful Difpqfition. — 
Mijijfaguis good Hunters. — How they kill 
Salmon. --^Variety of Fijh in the Lakes and 
Rhers of Canada. '^Sea Wolves. — Sea Cows. 
'--^Defcription of the Town of Niagara or 
Newark. "^Hhe prefent Seat of Government.. 
^—Scheme of removing it elfewbere. — TJn^ 
bealtbinefs of the T'own of Niagara and ad^ 
jacent Country. — Navy Hats.^^Fort ofNia-^ 
gara furrendered purfuant to Treaty. — De^ 
fcription ofit.^^Defcription oftbe otber Forts 
Jiirrenderedto tbe People oftbe United States. 
'^Sbewn not to be fo advantageous to tbem 
as was expelled. — Superior Pofition of tbe 
new Britijh Pojls pointed out. 

Niagara^ September. 

XTINGSTON is fituatcd at the mouth of 
"■^ a deep bay, at the north eaftern extremity 
of Lake Ontario. It contains a fort and bar* 
rackss an Englifli epifcopalian church, and 
about one hundred houfes, the moft of which 
laft were buih, and are now inhabited by 
perfons who emigrated from the UnitediS'tatcs • 
at the clofe of the American war. Some few 
of the houfes are built of (lone and brick, but 
by far the greater part of them are of wood. 
.The fort is of ftone, and confifts of a fquare ' 
with four baftions^ It was eredcd by M. 
Vol. II. F le 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



66 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA: 

le Comte de Frontinac, as early as the year 
)672» and was for a time called after him; 
but infenfibly it loft his name, and received 
inftead of it that of Cadaraqui, the name of a 
creek which falls into the bay« This name 
remained common to the fort and to the town 
until a few years ago, when it was charged 
to that of Kingfton. From fixty to one 
hundred men are ufually quartered in the bar* 
iiacks. 

Kingfton is a place of very coniiderable 
trade, and it is confequently increafing moft 
rapidly in fize. All the goods brought up the 
St. Lawrence for the fupply of the upper 
country are here depofited in ftores, prepara- 
tory to their being (hipped on board veftels 
fuitable to the navigation of the lake ; and 
the furs from the various pofts on the nearer 
lakes are here Jikewife coUe&ed together, in 
order to be laden on board bateaux, and fent 
down the St. Lawrence. Some furs are brought 
in immediately to the tov^^n by the Indians, 
who hunt in the neighbouring country, and 
along the upper parts of the St. Lawrence, 
but the quantity is not large. The principal 
merchants refident at Kingfton are partners 
of old eftablifhed houfes at Montreal and Que- 
bec. A ftranger, efpecially if a Britifli fabjeft, 
is fure to meet with a moft hofpitable and 
friendly reception from them, as he pafles 
through the place. 

During 
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During the autdmn the inhabitants of King-, 
fton fuffcr very much from intermittent fevers/ 
owing to the town being fituatqi. on a* loW, 
fpot of ground^' contiguous t^ ^a ^xteaiive 
rnorafs. 

The bay adjoining to Kingftoij afiprds good 
anchorage^ add is the fafeft aiid mod com-t 
modious harbour on all Lake Ontarid. The> 
bay of Great Sodus^ on the ibuth dde of ,the 
lake, and that of Torontoj fittilated on thc| 
north fide of the lake^ near]y injS^'^Q ifi^fi^ 
dian with Niaggnt^^afi^ f^ jlpJ)^t)l<;Pe^tfai^ 
to that of,.l^gftan; but the . entrance tntij 
each of^t^tpi is ;obib:ad:ed by &n4 :baft||s^ 
which' iq rough weather caopctfr J)e .. crofled 
tvithout imminent danger la. ycfl^^j drawiag - 
toore than fire pr f)^ feet wat^/ « Oa fktfbOT^ 
ders of the bay ^t ^I^gflon ther^ n ?. I^¥lg'f 
dock yard^ andaQO|i{trwwhich is private pro^ 
pi^rty^ r ^oA x>f. the Britifh vcffels of burthea 
on I^ak^'Ontariorhave been btiilt at thefe yards4 
Bf^^i^Qg to ^iB Majeily there were on Lak^ * 
On^dc^,Sir^en^.crf>lled it, three vefijlscif 
ftbout two hundred t9ns;eacbi^ carrying Srpfft'r 
eight to, twelw gunsi betid?s feveral" gua jj?^ 
boats ; the, lafi,' however, were not in cxxfX^ 
million, but laid up in Niagara River; and in 
coofequenceof the ratification of the treaty of 
amity and -akiimerec between, the Unite^ 
States and Jiis Bmannic Majefty, orders v^ertf *; 

Fa iffued 
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6t TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA*. 

iflued, fliortly after we left Kihgfton, for lay- 
ing up the other vefTels of war, one alone ex* 
cepted *. For one King's (hip there would be 
ample employment on the lake, in conVeying 
to the upper country the prefents for the In- 
dians and the ftores for the troops^ and in 
tranfporting the troops acrofs the lake when 
they changed quarters. Every military officer 
at the outpofts enjoys the privilege of havmg 
a certain bulk, according to his rank; carried 
for him in the King's vcflcls, free of all charges. 
The naval officers^ if their veflels be not other- 
wife engaged, are allowed to carry a cargo of 
merchandize when they fail from one port to 
another, the freight of which is their per- 
quifite ;' they like wife have the liberty, and are 
conftantly in the pra<Sfcice, of carrying paflcn- 
gers acffofs the lake at ah eftablifhed price. 
The commodore of the King*s veiScls on Lake 
Ontario is a French Canadian, and fo likewife 
lare moft of the officers under him. Their uni- 
form is blue and white, with large yellow but- 
tons, damped with the figure of a beaver, over 
which is infcribed the word, ** Canada/* The 
naval officers are under the controul of the mi- 
litary officer commandant, at every poft where 

* Sabfeqaent orders, [it was faid, were iflfued, durnig the 
fammer of 1797, to have ooe or more of chefe veSkh pat agaia 
in commiiEon. 

their 
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their veflels happen to touch ; and they cannot 
leave their yefTelsto go up into the country at 
any time, without hi3permifIion. 

Several decked merchant velTelsy fchoonens 
and floops, of from fifty to two hundred tons 
each» and alfo numberlefs large failing bateaux/ 
are kept employed on Lake Ontario* No 
yefifels are deemed proper /or the navigation of 
thefe lakes but complete iea boats, or elie 
flat bottomed vefiels, fuch as canoes and ba- 
teaux, that can fafely run afhore on an emer- 
gency At prefent the people of the United 
States have nq other Te0els than bateaux on 
the lake, and whether they will deem it proper 
to have larger veflels, as their harbours are all 
fo indifferent, remains yet to be determined* . 
The large British veffels ply moftly between 
Kingflon and Niagara, and but very rarely 
touch at any other place. 

The expence of buUding, ^nd equipping 
yeilels on Lake Ontario, is very copfiderable; 
and it 18 iliU greater on the more diftant lakes, 
as the larger part of the iron implements, and 
all the cordage wanted for that purpofe, are 
imported from Great Britain, through the 
m^ium of the lower province. There can be 
no doubt, however, but that when the country 
is become more populous, an ample fupply of 
thefe neceffary articles will be readily procured 
pn the foot J for the foil of the upper province 
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is well adapted 'to the growth of licmp;^ and 
iron ore has been difcovgred in many parts of 
the country. Hemp already begnis to be 
Cultivated in fmalj quantities; but i( has 
hitherto been the policy of government tq 
diredt the attention of the people tq agricul- 
^'re, rather than to any other purfuit, fo that 
none of the iron mines, which, together with 
^\\ other mines that are, or that may hereafter 
6e 4ifcovered, are the exclufiyc property of 
the crown, have yet been opened. The 
peopl? of the United States, however, alive 
to every profpeft of gain, have already fent 
perfons to look for iron ore in that part of 
their territory fituatcd conveniently to the 
lakes. Thefe perfons have b^en very fuccefs- 
ful i^ their icarphes ; ^nd as virorks will un- 
4oul)tedly be cftabliihed fpeedily by them ii\ 
this quarter for the rhanqfafture of iron, an4 
^s they will bp abje to afford it on much bet- 
ter terms than that v^hich is brought all the 
way fropi Lower Canada, it is probable that 
government wjU encourage the opening of 
mines in bur own dominions, rather th^n fiiffer 
the people of fhe States to enjoy fuch a very 
lucrative branch of trade as they mull ncccff^rily 
have, if the fame policy is perfifted in which 
h^s hithprto beep purfued. 

Copppr, in the more remote parts of Upper 
(panada, is found in niuch erpater abundance 

than 
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Aan- iron, and as it may be extradlcd from the 
earth with coniiderably lefs trouble than any of 
the iron ore that has yet been dLfcovered^ there' 
is reafoD to imagine^ that at a future day it 
will be much more ufed than iron for every 
purpofe to which it can be applied. On the" 
borders of a river, which falls into the fouth* 
weft fide of Lake Superior, virgin copper is 
found in the greateft abundance ; and on moft' 
of the iflands on the eaftern fide it is alfo 
found. In the poffeffion of a gentleman at 
Niagara I faw a lump of virgin copper of fe- 
veral ounces weight, apparently as pure as if 
it had pafled through fire, which I was in- 
formed had been ftruck oflf with a chifel fronx 
a piece equally pure, growing on one of thefe 
iflands, which muft at leaft have weighed forty 
pounds. Rich veins of copper are vifible in 
almoft all the rocks on thefe iflands towards 
&e fliorCi and copper ore, refembling' cop- 
peras, IS likewife found in deep beds near the 
water : in a few hours bateaux might here be 
filled with ore, and in lefs than three days 
conveyed to the Straits of St. Mary, after 
palling which the ore might be laden on board 
large vefiels, and conveyed by water without 
any further interruption as flir as Niagara 
River, The portage at the Straits of St. 
Mary may be pafled in a few hours, and with 
a fair wind large veflfels, proper for traverfing 

F 4 Lakes 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9t TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA : 

Lakes Huron and Erie, may come down to 
the eaftern extremity of the latter lake in fix 
days. 

Not only the building and fitting out of 
vefTels on the lakes is attended with confider^^-^ 
able expence» but the coft of keeping them up 
is likcwifc found to be very greats for they 
wear out much fooner than veiTels employed 
commonly on the ocean ; which circumftance, 
according to the opinion of the naval gentle- 
men on the lakes^ is owing to the freihnefs of 
the waters added to this^ no iailors are to be 
hired but at very high wages, and it is found 
neccffary to retain them at full pay during the 
five months of the year that the veflels are 
laid up on account of the ice, as men cannot 
be procured at a moment's notice. The failors* 
with a few exceptions only, are procured 
from fea ports, as it is abfolutely necefiary 
on thefe lakes, the navigation of which is more 
dangerous than that of the 6Cean, to have able .? 
and experienced feamen^ Lake Ontario itfelf ' 
is never frozen out of fight of land, but its 
rivers and harbours are regularly blocked up 
by the ice. 

The day after that pn which we reached 
Kingfton, we took our paffage for Niagara 
on board a fchooner of one hundred and 
eighty tons burthen, which was waiting at the 
merchant's wharf for a fair wind. The efta- 
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bliflied price of the palTage acrofs the lake in 
the cabin is two guineas, and in the fteerage 
one guinea, fo{ each perfon : this is by no 
means dear, coniidering that the captain, for 
the money, keeps a t^ble for each refpe<5live fet 
of pailengers. The cabin table on board this 
veffcl was really well ferved, and there was 
abundance of port and flierry wine, and of 
every fort of fpirits, for the ufe of the cabin 
paflengers. The freight of goods acrofs the 
Jakd is dearer in proportion, being thirty-fiic 
(billings Britiih per ton, which is nearly as 
much as was paid for the tranfportation of a 
ton of goods acrofs the Atlantic previous to the 
prefent war ; it cannot, however, be deemed 
exorbitant, when the expence of building and 
keeping the veffels in repair, and the high 
wages of the failors, &c. are taken into con* 
iideration. 

On the 7th of September, in the after- 
noon, the wind became favourable for croffing 
the lake ; notice was in . confequence im- 
mediately fent round to the paiTengers, who 
were difperfed in different parts of the town, 
to get ready; all of them hurried on board; 
the veiTel was unmoored, and in a few minutes 
ihe was wafted out into the lake by a light 
breeze. Foi' the firft mile and a half, in 
going froni Kingflon,'. the profpedt is much 
confined^ on account of the niany large iflands 

on 
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on the left hand fide j but on weathering a 
point on one of the iflands, at the end of that 
diftange, an extcnfive view of the lake fud- 
denly opens, which on a ftill clear evening, 
when the fun is finking behind the lofty woods 
that adorn the (bores, is extremely grand and 
beautiful. '- 

Lake Ontario is the moft eafterly of the four 
large" lakes through which the boundary line 
paffes, that feparates the United States from 
the province of Upper Canada*^ It is tw<> 
hundred and twenty miles in length, from eaft 
to weft, and leventy miles wide in the broad^ft 
part, and, according to calculation, contains 
about 2,390,000 acres. This lake is fcfs 
fubjcft to ftorms than any of the others, and 
its waters in general, confidering their great ex- 
panfe, are wonderfully tranquil. During the 
firft evening of our voyage there was not the 
leaft curl even on their furface, they were 
merely agitated by a gentle fwell ; and during 
the fubfequent part of the voyage, the waves 
were it no time fo high as tq occafipn the 
flighteft'ficknefs ampngil any of the paflengers. 
The depth of the water in the lake is very 
greait ; iii fome parts it is unfathomable. On 
lool^ing over the fide of a veiflel, the water, 
owing to its great depths appears to be of a 
. bhckifli colour, but' it is neverthel^fs very 
clear, and any white fubftance thrown over- 
board 
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Voard may be difcerned at the depth of fevcral 
&thoms from the furface ; it is, however, by 
po means fo clear and traniparent as the water 
of feme of the other lakes. Mr. Carver, fpeak- 
ing of Lake Superior, fays, '* When it was 
^* calm, and the fun (hone bright, I could fit 
*' in my canoe, where the depth was upwards 
" of fix fathoms, and plainly fee huge piles 
^* of ftone at the bottom, of different fhapes, 
" fome of which appeared "as if they had been 
*' hewn 1 the water was at this time as pure 
^' and tranfparent as air, and my canoe feemed 
^^ as if it hung fufpended in that clement. J% 
^ was impoflible to look attentively through 
*' this limpid medium, at the rocks below, 
*• without finding, before many minutes were 
** elapfed, your bead fwim, and your eyes no 
** longer able to behold the dazzling fcene/' 

The water of Lake Ontario is very well 
tafted, and is that which is conftantly ufed on 
t}oard the vciflels that traverfe it. 

It is very confidently aflferted, not only by 
the Indians, but alfo by great numbers of the 
white people who live on the {bores of Lake 
Ontario, that the waters of this lake rife and 
fall altern^telj every feventh year ; others, on 
the contrary, deny that fuch a fluctuation does 
take place; and indeed it dififers fo materially 
, from any that has been obferved in large bodies 
pf water ijEi other parts of the globe, that for 

my 
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my own part I am fomewhat tempted to bc^ 
Jieve it is merely an imaginary change ; never- 
thelefs, when it is coniadered, that according 
to the belief of the oldeft inhabitants of the 
country, fuch a periodical ebbing and flowing 
^f the waters of the lake takes place, and tha.t 
it has never been dearly proved to the con- 
trary, we are bound to fufpend our opinions 
en the fubjedt. A gentleman^ wbofe habitation 
was fituated clofe upon the borders of the lake, 
|iot far from Kington, and who, from the na« 
ture of his profeflion, bado^ore time to attend 
to fuch fubjedls than the generality of the 
people of the country, told me, that he had 
obferved the (late of the lake, attentively for 
nearly fourteen years that he had refided on 
the borders of it, and that he was of opinion 
the waters did not ebb and flow periodically ; 
yet he acknowledged this v?ry remarkable 
fadt, that feveral of the oldeft white inhabitants 
in his neighbourhood declared, previoufly to 
the riling of the lake, that the year 1795 would 
be the high year j and that in the fummer of 
that year, the lake adlually 'did rife, to a very 
uncommon height. He faid, however, that 
he had reafon to think the rifing of the lake on 
this occafion was wholly owing to fortuitous 
circumftances, and not to any regular efta- 
blifhedJaw of nature ; and he conceived, that 
if the lake had not rifen as it had done, yet the 

people 
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people would have fancied, neverthelefs,* that 
it was in reality higher than ufual, as he fup^ 
pofed they had £incied it to be on former oc-» 
cafions. He was induced to form this' bpi-- 
nion^he faic^ from the following circumftance : 
When the kke had riien to Aich an atiuruaf 
height in the year i795> he examined feveral 
of the eldtft pebple on the fubjed, and qucf- 
tioned them particularly as to the comparative 
height of the Waters ott'this and former occa- 
(ions. They^all^eclatfed that the Waters were 
not higher than they ufilally were at the tim^ 
of their pi^riddical rifing ; *nd they affirmed, 
that they had themfdves fcen them equally 
high* before. Now a grove of trees, '♦rhich 
flood adjoining to this gentleman's garden,^nd 
muft at IcaSft have been of thirty years growth^ 
was entirefy dcftroyed this year by the waters 
of the lake, that flowed amongft the trets; 
had the lakei therefore, ever rifen fo higK 
before, this grove would have been rfieii 
deftroyed. This circumftance certainly mili- 
tated ftrongly againft thi evidence which the 
people gave as to the height of the waters ; 
but it only proved that the waters had riien 
on this occafion higher than they had done for 
thirty years preceding; if did not prove that 
they had not, during that term, riftn periods 
cally above their ordinary level, * • ' 

• * • Wh*it 
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What Mr. Carver relates concerning- this 
fubjedt, rather tends to confirm the opinion 
that the waters of the lake dp rife. ** I had 

V likej" he fays, " to have omitted a very ex- 
«' traordinary circumftance relative, to thefe 
** ftraits ;*' tfie Str^lits of Michil^9;ialf^ia,c be* 
tween lakes Michigan and Hurom, ';'^ Accord^ 

V ing tx> obfervAticHis made by ^ :f ij^nch^ 
« whilft they w^re in poflcffidnrorrthe for4 
'^ there^ although there is no diurnal Aqodot 

V ebb to be pcrcciveid in d\cic waterr, yet from 
^ ati exa<^ attention to their' (latey^ipei-iodical 

V altei^l^ in them has been difcovei^j: '!{ 
^^ was obfervedf that they arodfe l^y gradual but 
'* almoft imperceptible degrees, till they, had 
^^ reached the height of three fefct ; this was 
'5;^ccoBipli{hed in feven yeara^nd a half; and 
". in the fame fpacc of time they. as. gently dcv 
^ creafed, till they had reached their former' 
^^ fituation; fo that in fifteen years they had 
** completed this inexplicable revolution. At 
•♦the time I was there, the truth of thefe ob- 
** fervations could not be confirmed by thft 
^ Englifh, as they had then been only a feW 
*' years in pofleffion* of the fort ;. but they all 
*• agreed that fome alterations in the limit? 
«' of the ftraits was apparent/' It is to bo 
lamented that fucceedingyears have riot thrown 
more light on the fubjcd; for fince the fort 
has been ill our pofTeiiion^ perfons competent 
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to determine the truth .of obiervatiotis of fuch 
a natiire» have ncyer ftaid:i» (ufficient length <^ 
time there to . have ;had it in their piower to 

A loi^ feries o{mm\xb&x>hktyztiot$0rclM^ 
ctSktj to 4etermiiie poBtimly whether; the 
waters of .the^ lake 4d6 oridoiiQt ri£b>atul&ll 
perkdicaUy. It is well kncxWn^ for in&SLtu^ 
that in wet ieafons the. waiters rife much above 
their ordinary kvel» aodltfadt intvqry dty Sol^ 
fons they fink confiderabb^ helots ia: ; st.clbufie 
attention^, theseforcivoiigfat. toe be paid.to:the 
quantity of rrainr.'that falk, i^d^ to eV!apocatk>nr.i . 
and it ought to he afcertadnediin.wkitidegixe 
the height^of lihelbke is arltdred thereby Vother-( 
wife> if the^ bke hap|>bn^^t6 be higbsr^ir 
lower tkan> uTual on the ieve^th yebr^ it ^mu^d 
be impofliUe to iay with accuracy whether it 
were owing to the ftatc of the vrcatheri » to 
certain laws of nature ah«t -we are* yet unac-t 
quainied with«' . . At the {ztiie iitnc,, gmat. at^ 
tehtion. ought to be paid to the ftate' of the 
winds, as well in refpod to thdr direSioa as 
to their velocity, for the betght of the waters 
of all the lakes is materially aflx^Sed thereby. 
At Fort Erie, ^ fitliated at the eaftern cxtre-p 
inity of the take of the fame name, I once obf 
ierved the waters to fall full three feet in the 
courfe of a few hours, upon a fudden change 
of the wind from the weftward, in which dit 
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redion it had blown for many days^ to the eaft« 
ward. Moreovtri thefe bbfervations ought not 
only to be made at one place on the borders of 
any one of the lakes^ but they ought to be made 
at feveral different places at the fame time ; for 
the waters liave oicroached^ owing to ibme un-* 
known caufeSt confiderably and gradually upon 
die ihores in fbme places^ and receded in 
others. Beti^een the ilone ho\i&, in the fort 
atNiagara, and the lalcet for inftance» there is 
not at preient 4l greater fpace than ten yards, 
or thereabouts ; though when .firft built there 
was an extenfive garden between them. A 
water battery alib» eredted fince the cpnmience** 
ment of the preient war^ at the bottom of the 
bank, b^ond the walls of the fort, Mras fapped 
away by the water in the courfe of two ica* 
fons» and now fcarcely any veftige of it remains. 
At a future day, when the countiy becomes 
more populous and. more wealthy, perfons 
will no doubt be found who. will have leifure 
for making the obfervations neceiTary for de-» 
termining whether the lakes do or do not un* 
dergo a periodical change, but at prefent the 
inhabitants on the borders of them are too 
much engaged in commercial and agricultural 
purfuits to attend to matters of mere fpecula* 
tion, which, however they might amufe the 
philofopher, could be produdtive of no fblid 
advantages to the generality of the inhabitants 
of the country. 
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It is believed by many pcrfons that the wa- 
ters of Lake Ontario not only rife and fall pe- 
riodically every feventh year, but that they are 
likcwife influenced by a tide, which ebbs and 
flows frequently in the courfe of twenty-four 
hours. On board the vcflel in which I crofled 
the lake there were feveral gentlemen of the 
country, who confidently aflured me, that a 
• regular tide was obfervable at the Bay of 
Canti ; that in order to fatisfy themfelves on 
the fubje(ft, they had ftood for feveral 4iours 
together, on more than one bccafion, at a mill 
at the head of the bay, and that they had ob- 
ferved the waters to ebb and flow regularly 
every four hours, rifing to the height of four- 
teen inches. There can be no doubt, how-* 
ever, but that the frequent ebbing and flowing 
of the water at this place mufl: be caufed by 
the wind ; for no fuch regular fluctuation is 
obfervable at Niagara, at Kingft:on, or on the 
open (hores of the lake ; and owing to the 
formation of the Bay of Canti, the height of 
the water muft neceflarily vary there with 
every flight change of the wind. The Bay of 
Canti is a long crooked inlet, that grows nar- 
rower at the upper end, like a funnel; not 
only, therefore, a change of wind up or down 
the bay would make a difference in the height 
of the water at the uppermoft extremity of it ; 
but owing to the waters being concentrated 
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there at one poin^, they would be feeri to rife 
or fall, if impelled even iii the fame direction, 
whether up or down the bay, more or lefs for- 
cibly at one time of the day than at another* 
Now it is very feldom that the wind, at any 
part of the day or night, would be. found to 
blow precifely with the fame force, fora given 
fpace of two hours, that it had blown for the 
preceding fpace of two hours j an appearance 
like a tide muft therefore be feen almoft con- 
ftantly at the head of this bay whenever: there 
was a breeze. I could not learn that the fluc- 
tuation had ever been obferved during a per- 
fect calm : were the waters, however, in- 
fluenced by a regular tide, during a calm the 
tide would be mod readily fccn. 

To return to the voyage. A few hours after 
we quitted Kingfton, on the 7th of September, ^ 
the wind died away, and during the whole 
night the veflel made but little way j early on 
the morning of the 8th, however, a frefli 
breeze fprang up, and before noon we loft 
fight of the land. Our voyage now differed in 
no wile from one acrofs the ocean; the veffel 
was fleered by the compafs, the log regularly 
heaved, the way marked down in the log book, 
and an exaft account kept of the procedures 
on board. We continued failing, out of fight 
of land, until the evening of the 9th, whca 
we had a view of the blue hills in the neigh-^ 
4 bourhood 
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bourhcxxl of Toronto, on the northern fide of 
-the kkc, but they foon difappeared. Except at 
this pUce* the.Oiores of the lake are flat and 
ikadjr, owing to which circumftanceit is, that 
in traverfing the. lake you are generally carried 
out of fight of land :in a very hw hours. 

At day break on the loth the fort and town 
of Niagara appeared under the lee bow, and 
the' wind being favourable, we had every pro- 
fpe<3: before us of getting up to tlie town in a 
few hours j but fcarcely had we reached the 
bafy, at the mouth of Niagara River, when the 
.wind fuddenly ftiifted, and after endeavouring 
in vain to crofs it by means of tacking, we 
were under the neceflity of cafting anchor at 
the diftarice of about two mjles from the fort. 
The fort is hca to: great advantage from the 
ws^tcf; but th? tgwn being built parallel to 
the rivef, and no part of it vifible to a fpec- 
tator on the lake, except the few fhabby 
houies at the neareft end, it m:ikes but a very 
poor appearance. Having breakfafted, and ex- 
changed our Jbaiits tie voyage, for fuch as it was 
proper toiappear in at the capital of Upper 
Citnada, and at the center of the beau monde 
of the province, the . fchooner's yawl was 
Jauncbed, and we Were liUiJjd, together with 
fuch of the paflcngers as were difpofed to go 
on fhore, at Mifliflaguis Point, from whence 
there is an agrocable.walk.of one mile, partly 
through woods, to the town of Niagara. 
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This point takes its name from the M iflif^ 
faguis Indians, great numbers of whom are ge- 
nerally encamped upon it. The Miffiffaguis 
tribe inhabits the ihores of Lake Oatario, and 
it is one of the mofl: numerous of this part 
of the country. The men are in general 
very ftout, and they are efteemed moft ex- 
cellent hunters and fifhers ; but lefs warlike, 
it is faid, than any of the neighbouring nations 
They are of a much darker complexion than 
any other Indians I ever met with j fome of 
them being nearly as black as negroes. They 
are extremely dirty and flovenly in their ap- 
pearance, and the women are ftill more fo than 
the men ; fuch indeed is the odour exhaled in 
a warm day from the rancid greafe and fifli 
oil with which the latter daub their hair, 
necks, and faces profufely, that it is oflenfive 
in the highert: degree to approach within fome 
yards of them. On arriving at Niagara, we 
found great numbers of thefe Indians difperfed 
in knots, in different parts of the town, iii great 
concern for the lofs of a favourite and ex- 
perienced chief* This man, whofe name was 
Wompakanon, had been killed, it appeared, 
by a white man, in a fray which happened at 
Torontb, near to which place is the principal 
village of the Miffiflaguis nation. The re- 
maining chiefs immediately aflembled their 
warriOTS, and marched down to Niagara, to 
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make a formal complaint to the BritUh go- 
vernment. To appeafe their rcfcntment, the 
commanding officer of the garrifon diftributed 
prefents amongft them to a large amount, and 
amongft other things they were allowed no 
fmall portion of rum and pro viiions, upon which 
the tribe feafted, according to cuftom, the day 
before we reached the town; but the rum be- 
ing all confumed, they Teemed to feel feverely 
for^ the lofs of poor Wompakanon. Fear of 
exciting the anger of the British government 
would prevent them from taking revenge 
openly on this occaiion; but I was informed hy 
a gentleman in the Indian department, in- 
timately acquainted with the difpofitions of the 
Indians, that as nothing but blood is deemed 
fufficientin their opinion to atone for the death 
of a favourite chief, they would certainly kill 
fome white man, perhaps one perfectly in- 
nocent, when a favourable and fecret oppor- 
tunity offered for fb doing, though it (hould 
be twenty years afterwards. 

The Miffiflaguis keep the inhabitants of 
Kingftoti, of Niagara, and of the different 
towns on the lake» well fupplied with fi{h and 
game, the value of which is eftimated by 
bottles of rum and loaves of bread. A gentle- 
man, with whom we dined at Kingfton, en- ' 
tcrtained us with a moft excellent haunch of 
venifon of a very large fize, and a falmoa 
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weighing at lead fifteen pounds, which he had 
purchaled from one of thefc Indians for a 
bottle of rum and a loaf of bread *, and upon 
enquiry I found that the Indian thought him- 
felf extremely well paid, and was highly pleafed 
with having made fuch a good bargain. 

Thelndians catch falmon and other large fifli 
in the following manner. Tw^o men go together 
in a canoe at night ; the one fits in the fterii 
and paddles, and the other ftands with a fpear 
over a flambeau placed in the head of the canoe. 
The fifh, attracted by the light, come in num- 
bers around the canoe, and the fpearfman then 
takes the opportunity of ftriking them. They 
are very expert at this bufinefs, feldora miffing 
their aim. 

Lake Ontario, and all the rivers which fall 
into it, abound with excellent falmon, and 
many different kinds of fea-fifh, which come 
up the River St. Lawrence; it alfo abounds 
with fuch a great variety of fre(h water fifh, 
that it is fuppofed there are many forts in it 
which haVe never yet been named. In almofl 
every part of the River St. Lawrence, fi/li is 
found in the greatefl abundance; and it is the 
opinion of many perfons, that if the fifheries 
were properly attended to, particularly the 

^ Both together probably not worth more than half a 
dollar. 

falmon 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NIAGARA RIVER. «; 

falmon fifheiy, the country would be even 
more enriched thereby than by the fur trade. 
Sea wolves and Tea cow8> amphibious animals, 
weighing from one to two thoufand pounds 
each, are faid to hav^ been found in Lake 
Ontario : of the truth of this, however, there 
is fome doubt ; but certain it is, that in failing 
acrofs that lake animals of an immenfe fize are 
frequently feen playing on the furface of the 
water^ Of the large fifhes, the fturgeon is 
the . one moft commonly met with, and it is 
not only found in Lake Ontario, but alfo in 
the other lakes that have no immediate com- 
munication with the fea. The fturgeon caught 
in the lakes is valuable for its oil, but it is not 
a well flavoured fifli; indeed, the fturgeon . 
found north of James River in Virginia is in 
general very indifferent, and feldom or never 
eaten. 

Niagara River runs nearly in a due fouth 
dire<5tion, and falls into Lake Ontario on the 
fouthsrn fhore, about thirty miles to the eaft- 
ward of the weftern extremity of the lake. It 
is about three hundred yards wide at its mouth, 
and is by far the largeft body of water flowing 
into Lake Ontario. Ontheeaftern fide of the 
river is fituated the fort, now in the poflefSon 
of the people of the States, and on the op- ' 
pofite or Britifti fide the town, moft generally 
known by the name of Niagara, notwith- 
G 4 ftanding 
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ftanding that it has been named Newark by the 
legiflaturc. The original name of the town 
was Niagara, it was afterwards called Lenox, 
then NafTau, and afterwards Newark. It is 
to be lamented that the Indian names, fo 
grand and fonorous, fhould ever have been 
changed for others. Newark, Kingfton, York, 
are poor fubftitutes for the original names of 
thefe refpedive places, Niagara, Cadaragui, 
Toronto. The town of Niagara hitherto has 
been, and is ftill the capital of the province of 
Upper Canada; orders, however, had been 
iffued, before our arrival there, for the removal 
of the feat of government from thence to To- 
ronto, which was deemed a more eligible fptot 
for the meeting of the legiflative bodies, as 
being farther removed from the frontiers of the 
United States. This projed:ed change is by 
no means reliflied by the people at large, as 
Niagara is a much more convenient place of 
refort to moft of them than Toronto ; and 
as the governor who propofcd the meafure has 
been removed, it is imagined that it will not 
be put in execution. The removal of the feat 
of government from Niagara ta Toronto, ac- 
c^ 'ding to the plan laid down, was only to 
have been a preparatory ftep to another altera- 
tion : a new city, to have been named London, 
was to have been built on the river formerly 
calledLaTrenche,butiiace called the Thames, 

a river. 
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a river running Into Lake St. Clair; and here 
the feat of government viras ultimately to have 
been fixed. The fpot marked out for the fcite 
of the city poffcfles many local advantages. 
It is fituated in a healthy fertile country, on a 
fine navigable river, in a central part of the 
province, from whence the water communica- 
tion, is extenfive in every direAion. A few 
fettlements have already been made on the ' 
banks of the river, and the tide of emigration 
is fctting in ftrongly towards that quarter ; at 
a future day, therefore, ft is by no means im- 
probable but that this fpot may be deemed an 
eligible one for the capital of the country ; but 
to remove the feat of government immediately 
to a place little better than a wildernefs, and 
fo far from the populous parts of the province, 
would he A meafure fraught with numberlefs 
inconveniencies to the public, and productive 
apparently of no eflcntial advantages whatfo- 
ever. 

The town of Niagara contains about 
feventy houfes, a court houfe, gaol, and a build- 
ing intended for the accommodation . of the 
legiflative bodies.- The houfes, with a few 
exceptions, are built of wood; thofe next the 
lake are rather poor, but at the upper end of 
the town there are feveral very excellent 
' dwellings, inhabited by the principal oiSicers of 
government. Moft of the gentlemen in offi- 
cial 
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cial ftations in Upper Canada are Engliflimcn 
of education, a circun>ftance which mull render 
the focicty of the capital agreeable, let it be 
fixed where it will. Few places in North 
America can boaft of a-morc rapid rife than 
the little town of Niagara, nearly every one 
of its houfcs having been built within the laft 
five years : it is ftill advancing moft rapidly in 
fize, owing to the increafe of the back country 
trade along the fhores of the upper lakes, which 
is all carried on through the place, and alfo 
owing to the wonderful emigrations, into the 
neighbourhood, of people from the States. 
The motives which lead the citizens of the 
United States to emigrate to the Britifli domi- 
nions have already been explained. So fudden 
and fo great has the influx of people, into the 
town of Niagara and its vicinity, been, that 
town lots, horfes, provifions» and every necef- 
fary of life have rifcn, within the laft three 
years, nearly fifty per cent, in value. 

The banks of the River Niagara are fteep 
and lofty, and on the top, at each fide of the 
river, are extenfive plains. The town ftands 
on the fummit of the weftcrn bank, about 
fifty yards from the water's edge. It com- 
mands a fine view of the lake and diftant 
fhores, and* its fituation is in every refpedt 
pleafing to the eye. From its ftanding on a 
fpot of ground fo much elevated above the 

level 
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level of the water, one would imagine that it 
mud: alfo be a remarkably healthy place, but 
it is, in fadt, lamentably the reverfe. On 
arriving at the town, we were obliged to call 
at no lefs than four different taverns, before 
we could procure accommodations, the people 
at the firft places we flopped at being fb 
feverely afflided with the ague, that they 
could not receive us -, and on enquiring, it ap* 
peared that there was not aiingfe houfe in the ^ 
whole town but where one or more of the 
inhabitants were labouring under his perplex* 
ing diforderj in fome of thehoufes entire fa- 
milies were laid up, and at the fort on the op^ 
polite fide of the riv?r, the whole of the new 
garrifon, except a corporal and nine men^ 
was difqualified for doing duty. Each indi- 
vidual of our party could not but entertain 
very ferious apprehehfions for his own health, 
on arriving at a place where ficknefs was fo 
general, but we were affured that the danger 
of catching the diforder was now over ; that all 
thofe who were ill at prefent, had been con- 
fined many weeks before ; and that for a fort- 
night pail not a fingle perfon had been at- 
tacked, who had not been ill in the preced- 
ing part of the fcafon. As a precaution, how- 
ever, each one of the party took fafting, in the 
morning, a glafs of brandy, in which was 
infiifed a teaipoonfuU of Peruvian bark. This 
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mixture is deemed, in the country, one of the 
moft certain preventatives againtt the diforder, 
and few that take it, in time, regularly, and 
avoid the evening dews, fuffer from it. 

Not only the town of Niagara and its. vici- 
nity are unhealthy places, but almoft every 
part of Upper Canada, and of the territory of 
the States bordering upon the lakes, is likewife 
unhealthy. The fickiy feafon commences 
about the middle of July, and terminates about 
the firft week of September, as foon as the 
nights become cold. Intermittent fevers are 
the moft common diforders ; but in fome parts 
of the country the inhabitants fuffer from con- 
tinual fevers, of which there are different 
kinds, peculiar to certain diftrids. In the 
country, for inftance, bordering upon the 
Genefde River, which falls into Lake Ontario 
on the fouthern fide, a fever is common 
amongft the inhabitants of a malignant nature, 
vulgarly called the Genefee fever, of which 
many die annually : and in that Bordering 
upon the Miami River, which falls into 
Lake Erie, within the north-weftern territory 
of the United States, a fever of a different 
kind, again, is common. It does not appear 
that the exadt nature of thefe different fevers 
has ever been accurately afcertained. In the 
back parts of North America, in general,, 
ihedicaJ men* are rarely to be met with, and- 
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indeed if they were, the fettlements are fo far 
removed from each other> that they could be 
of little fervice. 

It is very remarkable, that notwithftanding 
that medical afl^ftance is fo rarely to be had id 
jcafe of ficknefs in the back country, yet the 
/Americans, when they are about to change 
their place of abode, feldom or ever confider 
S^hether the part of the country to which they 
^re going is healthy or otherwife, at leaft they 
a^ fcarcely ever influenced in their choice of 
a place of reiidence either by its healthinefs or 
tinhealthinefs. If the lands in one part of the 
^(Hiatry are fuperior to thofe in another in 
fertility 5 if they are in the neighbourhood of 
a' navigable river, or fituated conveniently to 
a good market -, if they are cheap, and rifing 
in value, thither the American will gladly 
emigrate, let the climate be ever fo un- 
friendly to the human fyftem. Not a year 
pafles over, but what numbers of people leave 
the beautiful and healthy banks of the Sufque- 
hannah River for the Genefee country, where 
nine out of every ten of the inhabitants are re* 
gularly feized, during the autumn, with ma- 
lignant fevers ; but the lands bordering upon 
the Sufquehannah are in general poor, whereas 
thofe in the Genefee country are in many 
places fo rich, that until reduced by fuccef- 
five crops of Indian corn, wheat, to ufe the 
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common pbrafe, " will run wholly to llraw:** 
where it has been fown in the firft inftancc, 
the ftalks have frequently been found fourteen 
or fifteen feet in length, two thirds of them 
lying on the ground. 

On the margin of Niagara River, about three 
quarters of a mile* from the town, ftands a 
building called Navy Halt, cre<fted for the ac- 
commodation of the naval officers On the lake 
during the winter feafOii, when their vcffels are 
laid up. Oppofite to it there is a fpacious 
wharf to pro ted: the veflels 'from the ice daring 
the winter, and alio to facilitate the landing 
of merchandize when the navigation b ojiehi 
All cargoes brought up the lake; that are dei 
ftined for Niagara, are landed here. 'Ad'-i 
joining the wharf are very extenfi've ftores 
belonging to the crown, and alfo to 'private 
perfons. Navy Hall is now occupied by the 
troops ; the fort on the oppofite fide of the 
river, where they were formerly ftationed, hav-p 
ing been delivered up purfuant to the late 
treaty between his Majefty and the United 
States. The troops, however, are only to re-^^ 
main at the hall until a blockhoufe is erefted 
on the top of the banks for their accommo* 
dation ; this building is in a ftate of forward-, 
nefs, and the engineer hopes to have it finiftied 
in a few months. 

The fort of Niagara ftands immediately at 
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the mouth of the river, on a point of land, one 
fide of which is waflied by the river and the 
other by the lake. Tourards the water it is 
ftockaded; and behind, the ftockadc.on the 
river fide, a large mound of earth rife? up, at 
the top of which are embrafures for guns ; on 
the land fide it is fecured by feveral battcticb 
^d redoubts, and by parallel lines Qf/afcincs. 
At the gates, and in various different,. parts, 
there are ftrong blockhoufes ; and facing the 
lake, within the ftockade, ftands alarge.fortiT 
fiedftone.houfe. The fort and outworks oc^ 
cupy about five acres of ground ; and^a. gar- 
rifon of 'five hundred men, and at leaA.from 
thirty to forty pieces of ordnance, would be 
neceflary to defend it properly. The federal 
garrifon, however, confifts only of fifty men ; 
and the whole of tlie cannon in the place 
amounts merely to four fmall field pieces, 
planted at the four corners of the fort. This 
fort was founded by the French, and confti- 
tutedone link of that extenfive chain of pofts 
which they eftabli(hed along the lakes and the 
weftern waters. It was begun by the build- - 
ingof the ftone houfe, after a folt:mn promile 
had been obtained from the Indians that the 
artificers (hould not be interrupted whilft 
they were going on with the work. The 
Indians readily made this promife, as, accord^ 
ing to their notion^ it would have been in-r 
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hofpitable and unfriendly in the extreme not 
to have permitted a few traders to build a 
houfe within their territory to protedl them 
againft the inclemency of the feafons : but they 
were greatly aftonifhcd when one fo totally^ 
different from any that they had ever feen 
before, and from any that they had an idea 
of, was completed ; they began to fufpedt that 
the Grangers had plans in meditation unfa- 
vourable to their interefts, and they wished to 
difpoffefs them of their new maniion, but it 
was too late. In the hall of the houfe a well 
had been funk to keep it fupplied with water ; 
the houfe was plentifully ftored with provi* 
lions in cafe of a iiege; and the doors 'being 
once clofed, the tenants remained perfectly 
indifferent about every hoftile attack the In- 
dians could make againft it. Fortifications to 
ftrengthen the houfe were gradually eredlcd ^ 
and by the year 1759 the place was fo ftrong 
as to refift, for fome time, the forces under 
the command of Sir William Johnfton. Great 
additions were made to the works after the 
fort fell into the hands of the Britifli. The 
ftone houfe is a very fpacious building, and 
is now, as it was formerly, appropriated for the 
accommodation of the principal officers of the 
garrifon. In the rear of the houfe is a large 
apartment, commanding a magnificent view 
of the lake and of the diftant hills at Toronto, 
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which formerly was the officers mcfs room^ 
ftod a pattern of neatnefs. The officers of the 
federal garrifon, however, confider it more 
ccHivenient to xnefs in one of the kitchens, and 
this beautiful room has been fuffered to go to 
ruin I indeed every part of the fort now ex- 
hibits a pidure of ibvenlinefs and negled; 
and the appearance of the foldiers is equally 
devoid of neatnefswlth that of dieir quarters. 
Though it was on Sunday morning that we 
vifited the fort, on which day it is,ufual evea 
for the men of the garrifons in the States to 
appear better dreffed than on other days, yet 
the greater part of the men were as dirty as if 
tbty had been at work in the trenches for a 
week without intermiffion : their grifly beards 
demonilrated that a razor had not approached 
their chins for many days ; their hair, to ap- 
pearance, had not been combed for the fame 
length of time ; their linen was filthy, their 
guns rufty, and their clothes ragged. That 
the clothes and accoutrements of the men . 
(hould not be better is not to be wondered at, 
confidering how very badly the weftern army 
of the States is appointed in every refpeil; but 
it is ftrange that the officers fhould not attend 
more than they do. to the cleanlinefs of their 
men. Their garrifons on the frontiers have 
uniformly fuffered more from ficknefs than 
thofe of the Britifli ; and it is to be attributed. 
Vol. II. H I (hould 
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I fhould imagine^ in a great meafure to tb^tf 
filthineis5 for the men are as ftout and hardy, 
apparently, as any in the world. The weftcra 
army of the States has been moft fhamcfully 
appointed from the very outfet. I heard Ge- 
neral Wayne, then the commander in chief, 
declare at Philadelphia, that a ihort time after 
they had begun their march, more than one 
third of his men were attacked in the woods^ 
at the fame period, with a dyfentery 5 that tfie 
furgeons had not even been furnifhed with ^ 
medicine cheft ; and that nothing could have 
faved the greater part of the troops from deaths 
had not one of the young furgeons fortu- 
nately difcovered, after many different things 
had been tried in vain, that the bark of the 
root of a particular fort of yellow poplar tree 
was a powerful antidote to the difqrder. M^ny 
times alfoj he faid, his army had been on the 
point of fuffering from famine in their owa 
country, owing to the careleflhefs of their 
commiffaries. So badly indeed had the: army 
been fupplied, even latterly, with proviiions^ 
that when notice was fent to the federal' ge- 
neral by the Rriti/h officers, that they had re-' 
ceived orders to deliver up . their fefpeftiye 
pofts purfuant to the treaty, and that they were 
prepared to do fo whenever he was ready to 
take poflcffion of them, an anfwer was re- 
turned^ that unlefs the JSritilh officers could 

.fupply 
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iiipply his army with a confiderable quantity 
of provifions on arriving at the lakes, he could 
not attempt to march.for many weeks. The 
federal ariny Was genejroufly fupplied with fifty 
barrels of pork, as much as the Britilh could 
poffibly fpare ; not withflanding which, it did 
not make its appearance till a confiderable time 
after t^je day appointed for the delivery of the 
pofl^V .The fed^r^l ara\y is cpropofedalmofi: 
wholly of Irii[hmQft..4pd .Germ^S, that wer^ 
brpught over as. redeinptioners, and CJ^tifted a$ 
foon as they landed, before they had an bpr- 
pprtunity of leaping what great wages were 
giveato labourers in the States, The natives 
of the country are too fond of makirjg money 
to reft fatisfied with 'the pay of a common 
ibldierr."., ^ .. : . . ' 

'TK<q American printjs^ until the lato Jreaty of ' 
amity was ratified,- teemed with .the moft grofs 
abuCe of the Britim government^ for retaining 
pofleilion of Niagara Fort, afd the other 
military pofts on the lakes-, after the inde- 
pendence of the States hi^d been acknowfedged, 
imd peace concluded. " It was neyer.takeninto 
conifideration, that ijT the Britiih government 
had . thought proper to have witjfidrawn it« 
troops from the pofts at once, immediately 
aifter the definitive treaty was figned, thi 
works would in all probability have been 
deftroyed by the Indians, within wjiofe terii- 

H 2 tofies 
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lories they were fituatedj lohg bcfotfc the ped^ 
Iple of the Statfes cooM have takfch polfeflion of 
them; for no part of their aniiy Was M^iA 
hundreds of miles of the pofts, and the cQiiiitfy 
through which they muft hive paft iii getting 
lo them was a mere iJ^ilderhcis ; but if i3x 
army had gained the pofts, the ftates were lA 
no condition, imiiiediately after the wkr, td 
have kept in them fiich krgc bodies of the 
inilitary as would have been abfolutely necef- 
faiy for their defence whilA at enmity With the 
Indians, and it is by no me^s improbable, but 
that the pofts might have been fo6n abandoh* 
cd. The retention of them, therefore, to the 
prefcnt day, was, in fad, a circumftanCe jiighly 
beneficial to the intereds of the States, not- 
witfa^anding that fuch an outcry was raiied 
againft the Britifh on that account, inafmuch 
as the Americans now find themfelves poilefied 
of extenfive fortifications on the frontiers, in 
perfed repair. Without having been at the 
expence of building them, or maintaining 
troops in them for the ipace of ten years, 
during which period no ec^uivalerit advantages 
could have been derived from their poffeilion. 
It is not to be fuppofed, however, that the 
Britilh government meant to confer a favour 
on her late colonies by retaining the |)ofts ; it 
was well known that the people of the new 
dates would be eager, fooner or later, to ge^ 
§ poflefiioa 
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poflefliQ^ qf fprts fitQated within their boun- 
fijuy line^ and occupied by flrangers ; and a9 
there ^ere particular parts of the definitive 
^eatjT which fome of the flates did not feem 
Fcry ready to comply with, the pofts were 
detained as a (ecurity for its due ratification 
on the part of the States* In the late treaty 
of amity and commerce, thefe dififerenpes were 
^nally accommodated ta the fatisfa<^on of 
Great Britain, and the pofts were confequently 
delivered up. On the furrendcr of them very 
handfome complinients were paid, in the pub* 
lie papers throughout the States, to jthe Britilh 
officers, for the polite and friendly manner in 
which they gave th^m up. The gardens of 
.the officers were all left in full bearings and 
high prefervation ; and all the little conve- 
niences were fpared, whicjhi could contribute 
to the comforts of the federal troops. 

The generality of the people of the States 
were big with the idea, that the pofifeffion of 
thefe places would be attended with the moft 
important and immediate advantages; and in 
particular they were fully perfuaded, that they 
would thereby at once become mafters of the 
trade to the lakes, and of three-^fourths at leaft 
of the fur trade, which, they faid, had hitherto 
been (o unjuftly monopolized by the Britiih 
merchanta, to their great prejudice. They 
have, now got poiTeffion of them^iand perceive 
^Ihe futility of all thefe notions. 
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The pofts furrcndered are four in number ; 
namely; Fort Ofwego, at thetnouth of Ofwego 
River, which falls into Lakd Ontario, on the 
fouth fide; Fort Niagara, at the mouth of 
Niagara River ; Fort Detroit, on the weftern 
bank of Detroit River ; and Fort Miehillima- 
chinack, at the ftraits of the feme name, 
between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron. 
From Ofwego, the firft of thefe, we derived 
no benefit whatever. The neighbouring 
country, for miles round, was a mere foreft ; 
it was inhabited by but few Indians, and thefe 
few carried their furs to Cadaragui orKingfton, 
where they got a better price for them thari 
at Ofwego, as ther^ were many traders there, 
and of courfe feme competition amongft them; 
at the fame time, the river, at the mouth of 
which this fort ftands, was always open to the 
• people of the States, and along it a fmall trade 
was carried on by them between New York 
and Lake Ontario, which was in no wife ever, 
interrupted by the troops at the fort. By the 
furrendef of this place, therefore, they have 
gained nothing but what they enjoyed Before 
and the Britifh government is faved the ex- 
pence of keeping up a ufelefs garrifon of fifty 
liien. 

The quantity of furs coUefted at Niagara is 
confidenable, and the neighbourhood being 
populous, it is a place of no fmall trades but 

^he 
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Ac town, in which this trade is carried on, 
being on the Britifh fide of the line, the few 
merchants V that lived within the limits of the 
fort immediately croffed over to the other fide, 
as foon as it vsras rumoured that the fort was 
to be given up. By the pofleffion of a folitary 
fort, therefore, th6 people of the States have 
not gained the fmallefi: portion of this part of 
the lake trade; nor is it probable that any 
of them will find it their intereft to fettle as 
merchants near the fort ; for the Britifh mer- 
chants, on the oppofite fide, as has already 
been (hewn, can afford to fell their goods, 
brought up the St. Lawrence, on much lower 
terms than what goods brought from New 
York can be fold at ; and as for the coUefting 
of furs, it is not to be imagined that the Indians^ 
who bear fuch a rooted hatred to the people of 
the States, who are attached to the Britifh, and 
who are not a people ready to forfake their 
old friends, will carry their furs over to their, 
enemies, and give up their connexions with 
the men with whoni they have been in the 
habit of dealing, and who can afford to pay 
them fo much better than the traders on the 
oppofite fide of the water. 

Detroit, of all the places which have been 
given up, is the moil important; for it is a 
town, containing at Ipafl twelve hundred in-^ 
habitants. Since its furrendcr, however, a 

H4 new 
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new town has been kid (^t on the oppofitd 
bank of the river^ eighteen fqites lowfc doWOs 
and hither many of the traders haye removed^ 
The majority of them ftay at Detroit ; but 
few or none have become citizens of the States 
in confequence, nor is it likely that they will» 
at leaft for fome time. In the late treaty, a 
particular provifion for them was made ; they 
were to^ be allowed to remain there for ono 
year, without being called on to declare their 
fentiments, and if at the end of that period 
they chofe to remain Britifli fubjefts, they 
were not to be molefted;* in any manner^ but 
fuffcrcd to carry on their trade as formerly in 
the fulleft extent; the portion of the fur trade^ 
which we fhall lofe by the furrender of this 
place, will therefore be very inconiiderable. 

The fourth poil, Michillimachinackj is a 
^all ftockaded fort, fituated on an ifland. 

^ This part of the late treaty has by no means been firidly 
obferved on the part of the Sutes, l^e officers of the federal 
unayp without afldng pemiffion, and contrary to the defire of 
feveral of the remaining Britifh inhabitants, appropriated to 
their own ufe feveral of the houfes and (tores of thofe who had 
removed to the new town, and dec]are4 their determination of 
BOt becoming citizens of the States } and many of the inhabitants 
had been called on to ferre in the militia, and to perform 
duties, from which, as Briti'fh fabje^, they were exempted by 
tiie articles in the treaty in their favour. When we were at 
Detroit, the Britifh inhabitants met together, and drew op a* 
memorial on the fubjed, reciting their grievances, which was 
Committed to our care, and accordingly prefented to the Britifh 
minifter at Philadelphia. 

The 
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.T!ie agents of the North- weft Compahjrof 
{Derchaots^t Montreal and a few independeat 
tfadecSj reiided within the limits of the fort^ 
and bartered goods tber^ /or fiirs brought in by 
dificcent trib68. of Indians, who are the fok 
inhabitants of die neighbouring country. On 
evacuating this place, another poft was imme^ 
diately eftabiilhed, at no great diftance, on the 
Ifland of St. Jofeph, in the Straits of St. Maiy, 
between lakes Supericu: and Huron, anda £nall 
garrifon left there, which has iince been aug« 
mented to upwards of fifty men. Several 
traders, citizens of the States, have eftabliihed 
themielves at Michillimakinac { but as the 
Britifli traders have fixed their new poft (b 
clofe to the old one, it is nearly certain that 
the Indians will continue to trade with their 
old fi-iends in preference, for the reafons before 
mentioned. 

From this ftatement it appears evident, that 
the people of the States can only acquire 
by their new pofleilion a finall part of one 
branch of the fiir trade, namely, of that 
which is carried on on one of the nearer lakes. 
The furs brought down from the diftant re-^ 
gions in the north-- weft to the grand portage, 
and from thence in canoes to Montreal along 
the Utawa River, are what conftitute by far 
the principal part, both as to quantity and va-^ 
lue, of J^l^ ^q^aO^^itom Montreal ; to talk, 
therefore, of their acquiring poffcffion of three- 
fourths 
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£wrths ci the for trade by the furrchdcr of tfi? 
pofU on the lakes is abfurd in the extreme i 
neither is it likely that they will acquire an/ 
confiderable fhare of the lako trade in general, 
which, as I have already pointed out, can be 
carried on by the firitifli merchants from ^ 
Montreal and Quebec, by means of the St» 
Lawroice, with fuch fuperior advantage. 

It is worthy of remark, that as military potts, 
all thofe lately eftablifhed by the Briti(h are far 
fuperior, in point of iituation, to thofe deli« 
▼ered up.. The ground on which the new 
'block houfe is building, on the Britifh fide of 
Niagara River,, is nine feet higher than the top 
of theflone houfe in the American fort, and 
it commands every part of the fort* Thc' 
chief ftrength of the old fort is on the land 
fide ; towards the water the works are very 
weak, and the whole might be battered down 
by a fingle twelve pounder jijidicioufly planted 
, on the Britifli fide of the riven At prefent it , 
is not propofed to ere£t any other works on 
the Britifh fide of the river than the block 
houfe ; but fhould a fort be conftrudted here- 
after, it will be placed on Miffiflaguis Point, a 
iHll more advantageous fituation than that on 
which the block houfe ilands, as it completely 
commands the entrance into the river. 

The new poft on Detroit River commands 
the channel much more effectually than the 

., . •- . . dlc| 
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old fort in the town of Detroit i veflels cannot 
go up or down the river without paffing within 
a very few yards of it. It is remarkable, in- 
deed, that the French, when they firft pene<* 
-traced into this part of the country, fixed upon 
the fpot chofen for this new fort, in preference 
to that where Detroit ftands, and they had ab- 
folutely begun their fort and town, when the 
whole party was unhappily cut off by the In- 
dians. 

The ifland of St. Jofeph, in the third place^ 
is a more eligible fituation for a Britifh mi- 
litary poll than Michiliimakinac,. inafmuch as 
it commands the entrance of Lake Superior, 
whereas Michillimakinac only commands the 
entrance into Lake Michigan, which is wholly 
within the territory of the United States. 

It is fincerely to be hoped, however, that 
Great Britain and the United States may con- 
tinue friends, and that we never may have oc- 
cafion to v^ew thofe ports on the frontiers in 
any other light than as convenient places for 
parrying on commerce. 
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LETTER XXXL 

Di^ription of the River and Folk of Niagar^i ' 
^Hd tie Country iardering upon the Navigaik 
Part fftAe lOver ielaw tie Falls. 

Fort Chippew^» September. 

. A T the diftance of eighteen mUes from the 
^^ town of Niagara or Newark, are thof« 
/eroarkaWe Falls in Niagara River, which may 
Juftly be'^r^njced amongft the greased natural 
jcuriofiiiw in the kopwn world. The ro?<l 
Reading from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie ruQ» 
sirithin a few hundred yard$ of themv This 
roddj which jis within the Britiih dominions, is 
carried along the top of the lofty fteep banks 
t)f tl^e river 5 for a coofiderahle ^xj it runs 
clofe tQ ttejr very j^dge* *nd in pftfling along it 
the eye of the traveller is entertained with a 
variety of the moft grand and beautiful prof- 
fpe^ The river, inftwd of growing narrow 
as you proceed upwards, widens coftfiderably ; 
at the end of nine or ten miles it expands to 
the breadth of a mile, and here it affumes 
much the appearance of a lake ; it is enclofed, 
feemingly on all fides, by high hills, and the 
current, owing to the great depth of the water, 
is fo gentle as to be fcarcely perceptible from 
the top of the banks. It continues thus broad 

for 
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Waters are feontfa^ed between th«. high failk 
en each fide* From h^nce up to the ftlls ^t 
current is exceedingly irregular and rapid* Ak 
the uppet end of this broad part of tbtt riVer^ 
and nearly at the ^t of the bank&» is £tttatei 
ft ffhall village, that has been called Otteenf^ 
lown^ bat ^hich, in the iadjacent countfy^ k 
beft known by the name^oC ** Th* La^ing.*^ 
The lake merchant veOfds can proceed up to 
this village with pcrfed fafety, and they com* 
monly do *fo, to depofit, in the ftores thetej 
fach goods as are intended td be fent higher 
up the country, and to receive in rettim the 
f urs> &c« that have been collected at the various 
pofts on lakes Huron and Erie, and fent thither 
to be conveyed down tp Kingfton, acrofs Lake 
Ontario* The portage from this place to the 
Heareft navigable part of Niagara RiVct, above 
the ]Palls, is nine miles in length. 

About halfway up the banks, at the dfllancfc 
of a few hundred yards from Queenftown, 
there is a very extenfive range of wooden bar- 
racks, which, when viewed a little way off, 
appears to great advantage ; thefe barracks are 
now quite unoccupied, and it is not probable 
that they will ever be xifed until the climate 
improves : the firft troops that were lodged iii 
them fickened in a very few days after their 
arrival ; many of the men died, and had not 

thofe 
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thofe that remained alive been rcnK>Ved, pi|f* 
fqant to the advice of the phyficianSi to other 
quarters, the whole regiment might pofSbly 
have.periihed. _.. 

From the town of Niagara to Queenftown, 
the country in the neighbourhood of the river 
18 very level; hut.herc- it puts on a different 
afpe€t ; a cohfufed range of hillsi covered with 
oaks of an immenib.fize, fuddenly r^fes up 
before you, and the road that winds; up the 
iide of them is fo fteep and rugged tljat it is 
abfolutely neceflary for, the travellei:;.to leave 
his carriage, if he ihould be in on^; and pro- 
ceed to the top on foot. Beyond thefe hills 
you again come to an unbroken level country; 
but the foil here differs materially from that on 
the oppofite fide; it coniifls of a rich dark earth 
intermixed with clay, and abounding with 
ilones 5 whereas, on the fide next Lake Onta-» 
rip, the foil is of a yellowifh cafl:, in foqie 
places inclining to gravel and in others to 
iand. 

From the brow of one of the hills in this 
ridge, which overhangs the little village of 
Qucenftown, the eye of the traveller. is grati- 
fied with one of the fineft profped:s that can be 
imagined in nature : you fland amidil a clump 
of large oaks, a little to the left of the rpad, 
and looking downwards, perceive, through the 
branches of the trees with which the hill is 

clothed 
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clotbed fiptp .the> fuinmit to the bafe» the tops 
q{ the houJies of Queenftown, and in* front 
of the villages, tlj^ fhips nioored in th^ river j 
the (hips are at leaft two hundred feet belpvir 
you, and their mails appeal: like flenderxeeds 
peeping, 'vip amidfl; the thitck foliage of the 
trees. Carrying your eye forward, yoii^may 
trace the riyer in all its: windings,* and finally 
lee itdifcmbogue into; Lake. On jario,jb§tly§ca 
the town, and. th.e fort: the lake itfelf termi- 
liUjM yt>»H.M^. in this dir^dion, extjspt 
merely at «nfi.^iirt of tl^ Jjori^on^'where yoii 
juft g^t jajgljrr^pfe of the blije hills of Torontew , 
The ai9rfi..of:tb.e riyef, .q«. the. right hand, 
rena^ifls lift: tfVnatviral.ftat?, crivered with one 
continue^ foreil ; but on the oppofite iide the 
country is> interfperfed with cultivated fields 
^nd neat i^rm houfes down to the water's edge* 
The country .beyond the hills is much l$|s 
cleared th^a.^^i^^t which lips .towards the tewfft 
of Niagara, on the navigable part of :the 
river. 

;_ From thefudden chao^ of the face ;of the 
^ountry in the peighbourhopd of Quecnflpwi\, 
and the . equally fudden change in the river 
vviih refp^ tpits breadth, depth, and current,, 
conjedtures haA^e been foi:med, that the gneat 
&11$ of the river muil originally have been 
lituated at the fpot where the waters are fa 
abruptly cofitraded between the hills; and 

indeed 
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indeed it is highly probable that this was tHti 
cafe, for it is a h& well afcertained, that the 
falls have receded very confiderably fince they 
were firft vifited by Europeans^ and that they . 
are ftill receding every year ; but of this X fhaU 
have dctaiion to ipeak more particularly pre** 
fcntly. ' 

It was at an early hour of the day that w4 
left the town of Niagara oc Newark^ accom-* 
panied by the attorney general ^d an officer 
of the Britifh engbeers, in order to vifit thefe 
ftupendous Falls. Every ftep that we advanced 
toward them^ our expectations ro(e toa higher, 
pitch ; our eyes were continually on the look 
out for the column of white mift which hovers 
Over them ; and an hundred times^ I believcj 
did we flop our carriage in hopes of hearing 
their thundering found : neither, however, was 
the miil; to be feen, nor the found, to be heard> 
when we came to the foot of the hills ; nor 
after having croflcd over therti,'were our eyes* 
or ears more gratified. This occafioned no 
inconfiderable difappointment, and we could 
not but exprefs our doubts to each other^' 
that the wondrous accounts we had fo fre« 
quently heard of the Falls were without foun-* 
dation, and calculated merely to impofe on 
the minds of credulous people that inhabited 
a diftant part of the world. Thefe doubts were 
nearly confirmed, when we found that, af^r 

having 
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having approached within half a mile of the 
place, the mift was but juft difccrnible, and 
that the found even then was not to be heard j 
yet it is neVerthelefs ftridly true, that the 
tremendous noife of the Falls may be diftindly 
heard, at times, at the diftancc of forty miles; 
and the cloud formed from the fpray may be 
even feen ftill farther off*; but it is only when 
the air is very clear, and there is a fine blue 
iky, which however are very common occur- 
rences in this country, that the cloud can be 
feen at iiich a great diftance. The hearing of 
the found of the falls afar off alfo depends 
upon the ftate of the atmofphere; it is ob- 
ferved, that the found can be heard at the 
grcateft diftance, j uft before a heavy fall of rain, 
and when the wind is in a favourable point to 

• Wc ourfdves* fomc time afterwards, beheld the cloud with 
the naked eye, at no \e(s a difhince than iifty-four imies, when 
failing «n Lake £rie» on board one-of the kiqg's ibips. The 
day on wldch we faw k was luicommonly clear, and calm, and 
%'e were feated on the poop of the veiTel, admiring the bold 
Icenery of the fouthern (hope of the lake, when the commander, 
who had been aloft to make fome obfervations, came to us, and 
pointing to a fmall white cloud in the horizon, told us, that 
that was tht cloud overhanging Niagara. At firfl it appeared 
to us that this ma ft have lieen a mere conjeAure, but on mi- 
nute obfervation it w^s evident that the commander's informa- 
tion was juft. All the other light clouds in a few minutes, flit- 
ted away to another part of the horizon, whereas this one re- 
taaioed ileadily fixed In the fame fpot ; and on looking at it 
through a glafs, it was plain to fee that the ihape of the cloud 
varied every inftant, owing to the continued liiingof the mift 
from the cauraft beneath. 

Vol. IL I convey 
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convey the found toward the liftener : the day 
on which we firft approached the falls -was 
thick and cloudy. 

On that part of the road leading to Lake 
Erie which draws nearcft to the falls, there id 
a fmall village, confifting of about half a dozen 
draggling houfes : here we alighted, and hav- 
ing difpofcd of our horfcs, and niade a flight 
repaft, in order to prepare us^ for the fatigue 
we had to go through^ we cpofled over fomc 
fields towards a deep hellow pkce furrotmded 
with large trees, from the bottom of which 
iffued thick volumes of wMtkfe mift, that had 
much the appearance o^-fmoke rifing from 
large heaps of burning weeds. Having connre 
to the edge of this hollow place, we defcended 
a fteep bank of about fifty yards, and then 
walking for fome diftance over a wet marfhy 
piece of ground, covered- with thick bufhes, 
at laft came to the Table Rock, fo called 
from the remarkable flatnefs of its furface, 
and its bearing fome. iimilitude to a table« 
This rock is fituated a little to the front of the 
gr»t fall, above the top of which it is elevat- 
ed about forty feet. The view from it is 
truly fublime ; but before I attempt to give 
any idea of the nature of this view, it will 
be neceflary to take a more general furvey of 
the river and falls. 

Niagara River iflues from the caflern ex- 
tremity 
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trcmlty of Lake Erie, and after a courfe of 
chiny-lix miles difcharges itfelf into Lake On- 
tario, as has already been mentioned. For 
the firft few miles from Lake Erie, the breadth 
of the river is about three hundred yards, 
and it is deep enough for veffels drawing nine 
or ten feet water ; but the current is fo ex- 
tremely rapid and irregular, and the channel fo 
intricate, on account of the numberlefs large 
rocks in different places, that no other veflels 
than bateaux ever attempt to pafs along it. 
As you proceed downward the river widens, no 
rocks are to be feen either along the ihores 
or in the channel, and the waters glide 
foioothly along, though the current continues 
very ftrong. The river runs thus evenly, and 
is navigable with fafety for bateaux as far as 
Fort Chippeway, which is about three miles 
above the falls ; but here the bed of it again 
becomes rocky, and the waters are violently 
agitated by pajfling down fucceilive rapidsi, fo 
much fo indeed, that were a boat by any 
chance to be carried but a little way beyond 
Chippeway, where people ufually ftop, no* 
thing could fave it from being dafhed to pieces 
long before it came to the falls. With fuch 
aftoni(hing impetuofity do the waves break on 
the rocks in thefe rapids, that the mere fight 
of them from the top of the banks is fufficient 
to make you ihudder. I mufl in this place, 

1 2 ^ hpwcver^ 
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however, obferve, that it is only on each fide 
of the river that the waters are fo much 
troubled ; in the middle of it, though the cur- 
rent is alfo there uncommonly fwift, yet the 
breakers are not fo dangerous but boats may 
pafs down, if dexteroufly managed, to an 
ifland which divides the river at the very fidls. 
To go down. to this ifland it is neceffary to fet 
off at fomc diilance above Chippeway, where 
the current is even, and to keep exad^ly in the 
middle of the river the whole way thither ; if 
the boats . were fufFercd to get out of their 
courfe ever fo little, either to the right or 
left, it .would be impoffible to ftem the cur- 
rent, and bring them again into it -, they would 
be irrcfiftibly carried towards the falls, and 
deftrudtion muft inevitably follow. In return- 
ing from the ifland there is ftill more diffi- 
culty and , danger than in going to it. Not- 
withftanding thefe circumflances, numbers of 
pcrfons have, the foolhardinefs to proceed to 
this ifland, iherely for the fake of beholding 
the falls from 'the oppofite fide of it, or for 
the fake of having in their power to fay that 
they had been upon it* 

The river forces its way amidfl: the rocks 
with redoubled impetuofity, as it approaches 
towards the falls; at laft coming to the brink 
of the tremendous precipice, it tumbles head- 
long to the bottom, without meeting with 

any 
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any interrup^on from rocks in its defcent. 
Juft at the precipice the river takes a con- 
fiderable bend tp the right, and the line of the 
falls, inftead of extending from bank to bank 
in the (horteft direction, runs obliquely acrofs. 
The. width of the falls is confiderably greater 
than the width of the riyer, admijafured fome 
way below the precipice ; but the annexed 
.plan will enable you to form a better idea of 
their pofition than any written defcription 
whatfoever. For its great accuracy I cannot 
vouch, as it was done merely from the eye ; 
fuch as it is, however, I have fent it to you, 
conceiving it better that you fliould have a 
plan fomewhat imperfect than no plain at all* 
r On looking it over you will fee that the river 
does not rufh down the precipice in one un- 
broken fheet, but that it is divided by illands 
into three diftind collateral falls. The mod 
ftupendous of thefe is that on the north 
weftern or firitifh fide of the river, com-, 
raonly called the Great, or Horfe-fhoe Fall, 
from its bearing fon^e refcnablance to the. 
1 ijiape of a hprfe flioct The height of this 
i is only one hundred and forty- two feet, where- 
as the others are each one hundred and fixty 
feet high ; but to its inferior height it is in- 
debted principally for its grandeur ; the pre- . 
cipice, and of courfe the bed of the river 
gbove it| being fo much lower at the Qn§ 
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fide than at the other, by far the greater part 
of the water of the river finds its way to the 
low fide, and ruihes down with greater velo- 
city at that fide than it does at tlie other, a» 
the rapids above the precipice are ftrongeft 
there. It is from the center of the Horfe- 
ihoe Fall that arifes that prodigious cloud of 
mift which may be fecn fo far o(t. The ex- 
tent of the Horfe-fhoe Fall can only be afcer- 
tained by the eye; the general opinion of 
thofe who have moft frequently viewed it is, 
that it is not lefs than fix hundred yards in 
circumference. The ifland which feparates it 
from the next fall, is fuppofed to be about' 
three hundred and fifty yards wide; the 
fccond fall is about five yards wide ; the next 
ifland about thirty yards ; and the third, com- 
monly called the Fort Schloper Fall, from 
being fituated towards the fide of the river on 
which that fort ftands, is judged to admcafurc 
at leaft as much as the large ifland. The 
whole extent of the precipicp, therefore, in- 
cluding the iflands, i^ according to this com- > 

\ putation, thirteen hundred and thirty-five 
yards. This is certainly not an exaggerated . 
ftatement. Some have fuppofed, that the line 
of the falls altogether exceeds an Englilh 

• mile. The quantity of water carried down the 

falls is prodigious. It will be found to amount 

to 670,255 tons per minute, though calculated 

"^ fimply 
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fimply from the fpllowing data, which ought 
to be correal, as coming from an experienced 
commanderOf oneof the Kings ftiips on Lake 
Erie, well acquainted in every refpeft with that 
body of water, viz. that where Lake Erie, to- 
wards its eaftern extremity, is two miles and a 
half wide, the water is fix feet deep, and the 
current runs at the rate of two knots in an 
hour ; but Niagara River, between this part of 
Lake Erie and the falls, receives the waters of 
feveFal large creeks, the quantity carried down 
the falls muft therefore be greater than the 
foregoing computation makes it to be ; if we 
fay that fix hun dredand feventy-two thoufand 
tons of water are precipitated down the falls 
every minute, the quantity will not probably 
be much overrated. 

To return now to the Table Rock, fituated 
on the Britifh fide of the river, and on the verge 
of the Horfe-flioe Fall. Here the fpe(ftator 
has an unobfl:ru(3:ed view of the tremendous 
rapids above the falls, and of the circumjacent 
ihores, covered with thick woods; of the 
Horfe-fhoe Fall, fome yards below him; of 
the Fort Schloper Fall, at a diftance to the 
left ; and of the frightful gulph beneath, into 
which, if he has but courage to approach to 
the expofed edge of the rock, he may look 
down perpendicularly. The afloniftiment ex- 
cited in the mind of tha fpcdator by the vaft- 

1 4 nefs 
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nefs of the different Qbjc(3:s which he contem-» 
plates from hence is great indeed, and few per-j 
fons, on coming here for the firft time, can for 
fome minutes coUed: themfelves fufficiently to 
be able to forpi any tolerable conception of the; 
ftupendous fcene before them. It is impoflible 
for the eye to embra^re the whole of it at once i 
it mud gradually make Ufelf acquainted, in the 
iirft place, with the ^Qmppnent parts of the 
fcene, each one of which is in. ilfelf an objedt 
of wonder; and fuch a length of time does 
this operation require, that many of thofe who. 
have had an opportunity of contemplating the; 
fcene at their leifure, for years together, have 
thought that every time they have beheld it, 
c;ach part has appeared more wonderful and 
more fublime, and that it has only been at the 
time of their laft vifit that they have been 
able to difcover aU the grandeur of the ca- 
taract. 

Having fpent a confiderable time on the 
Table Rock, we returned to the- fields the fame 
way by which we had defccnded, purfuant to. 
the diredion of the of&cer of engineers ac- 
companying us, who was intimately acquaint- 
ed with eyery part of the catarad, and of the 
adjoining ground, and was, perhaps, the beft 
guide that could be procured in the whole 
country. ^ It would be poffible to purfue your 
way along the edge of the cliff, from the Table 

Rock^ 
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JLock, a confiderable way downwards ; but tho 
buihes are fo exceedingly thicks and the ground 
',{6 rugged, that the tafk would be arduous in 
the extreme. 

The ne^t fpot from which we furyeyc4 
the falls, was from the part of the cliff nearly 
oppofite to that end of the Fort Schlo- 
per Fall, which lies next to the ifland. You 
ftand here, on the edge of the cliff, behind fome 
bufhes, the tops of which have been cut down 
in order ^o open the view. From hence you 
have a better profpedt of the whole cataraft, 
and are enabled to form a more corred idea 
of the pofition of the precipice, than from any 
one other place. The profped from hence 
is more beautiful, but I think lefs grand than 
from any other fpot. The officer who fo po- 
litely direded our movements on this occafion 
was fo ftruck with the view from this fpot, 
that he once had a v\'ocden houfe conftrudted, 
and drawn down here .by oxen, in which he 
lived until he had finiihed feveral different 
drawings of the catanidt : one of thcfe v/e were 
gratified with the fight of, which exhibited a 
view of the catarad: in the depth of winter, 
when in a moft curious and wonderful ftate. 
The ice at this feafon of the year accumu- 
lates at the bottom of the catarad in immenfc 
mounds, and huge icicles, like the pillars of a 
mafly building, hang pendent in many places 
from the top of the precipice, reaching nearly 
to the bottom • ^ . 
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Having left this place, we returned once 
more through the woods bordering upon the 
precipice to the open fields, and then direded 
our courfe by a circuitous path, about one mile 
in length, to a part of the cliff where it is 
poffible to defcend to the bottom of the cata- 
raft. The river, for many miles below the 
precipice, is bounded on each fide by fteep, 
and in moft parts perpendicular, clifi^s, formed 
of earth and rocks, and it is impoffible to de- 
fcend to the bottom of them, except at two 
places, where large mafles of earth and rocks 
have crumbled down, and ladders have been 
placed from one break to another, for the ac- 
commodation of paflTengers, The firft of thefe 
places which you come to in walking along 
the river, from the Horfc-flioe Fall down- 
wards, is called the " Indian Ladder," the lad- 
ders having been conftrufted there by the In-- 
dians. Thefe ladders, as they are called, of 
which there are feveral, one below the other, 
confift fimply of long pine trees, with notches 
cut in their fides, for the paflenger'to reft his 
feet on. The trees, even when firft placed 
there, would vibrate as youftepped upon them, 
owing to their being fo long and flendcr ; age 
has rendered them ftill lefs firm, and they now 
certainly cannot be deemed fafe, though many 
perfons are ftill in the habit of defcending by 
their means. We did not attempt to get to 
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the bottom of the cliff by this route, but pro* 
ceeded to the other place, which is lower dowii ' 
the river, called Mrs. Simcoe's Ladder, the lad- 
ders having been originally placed there for 
the accommodation of the lady of the late go- 
vernor. This route is much more frequented 
than the other ; thb ladders, properly fo called, 
are ftrong, and firmly placed, and none of them, 
owing to the frequent breaks ip the cliff, 
are required to be of fuch a great length 
but what even a lady might pafs up or down 
them without fear of danger^ To defcend over 
the rugged rocks, however, the whole way 
down to the bottom of the cliff, is certainly 
no trifling undertaking, and few ladies, i be- 
lieve, could be found of fufficient ftrength of 
body to encounter the fatigue of fuch an ex- 
pedition. 

On arriving at the bottom of the cliff, you 
find yourfelf in the midft of huge piles of 
mi(hapen rocks, with great maffes of earth and 
rocks projecting from the fide of the cliff, and 
overgrown with pines and cedars hanging over 
your bead, apparently ready to crumble down 
and crufh you to atoms. Many of the large 
trees grow with their heads downwards, being 
fufpendcd by their roots, which had taken 
fuch a firm hold in the ground at the top of 
the cliff, that when part of it gave way the 
trees did not fall altogether. The river before 

you 
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you here is fomewhat more than a quarter of 
a mile wide; and on the oppofite fide of it, a 
little to the right, the Fort Schloper Fall is feen 
to great advantage ; what you fee of the Horfe- 
ftioe Fall alfo jippears in a very favourable 
point of view ; the projeding cliff conceals 
nearly one half of it. The Fort Schloper Fall 
is Ikirted at bottom by milk white foam, 
which afcends in thick volumes from the rocks; 
but it is not feen to rife above the fall like a 
cloiid of fmoke, as is the cafe at the Horfe-{hoe 
Fall; neverthelefs the fpray is fo confidcrablc, 
that it defcends on the oppofite fide of the 
river, at the foot of Simpoe'g I^adder^^ like 
rain. 

Having reached the margin of the river, 
we proceeded towards the Great Fall, along 
the ftrand, which for a confiderable part of the 
way thither confifts of horizontal beds of 
limeftone rock, covered with gravel, except, 
indeed, where great piles of ftqnes have fallen 
from the fides of the cliff. Thefe horizontal 
beds of rock, in fome places, extend very far 
into the river, forming points which break 
the force of the current, and occafion flrong 
eddies along particular parts of the fhore. 
Here great numbers of the bodies of fifties, 
fquirrels, foxes, and various other animals, 
that, unable to*ftem the current of the river 
above the falls, have been carried down them; 

and 
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and confequently killed, are waflied up. The 
(hore is likewife found ftrewed with trees, and 
large pieces of timber, that have been fwept 
away from the faw mills above the falls, and 
carried down the precipice. The timber is 
generally terribly fliattcred, and the carcafes 
of all the large animals, particularly of the 
large fiflics, are found very much bruifed. A 
dreadful ftench arifes from the quantity of 
putrid matter lying on the fhore, and number- 
lefs birds of prey, attraded by it, are always 
feen hovering about the place. 

Amongft the numerous ftories current in the 
country, relating to this wonderful cataraft, there 
is one that records the haplefsfate of a poor In- 
dian, which I feleft, as the truth of it is unqucf- 
tionable. The unfortunate hero of this tale, 
intoxicated, it feems, with fpirits, had laid 
himfelf down to fleep in the bottom of his 
canoe, which was faftened to the beach at 
the diftance of fome miles above the falls. 
His fquaw fat on the fhore to watch him. 
Whilft they were in this fituation, a failor from 
one of the (hips of war on the neighbouring 
lakes happened to pafs by; he was ftruck with 
the charms of the fquaw, and inftantly de- 
termined upon enjoying them. The faithful 
oreature, however, unwilling to gratify his 
ilefires, haftened to the canoe to aroufe her 
Hufband 5 but before /he could efFedt her pur- 

pofe. 
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pofc, the failor cut the cord by which the 
canoe was fallrened, and fet it adrift. It quickly 
floated away with the ftream from the fatal 
fpot, and ere many minutes clapfcd, was carried 
down into the midft of the rapids. Here it 
was diftindlly fcen by fevcral perfbns that were 
ftanding on the adjacent (hore, whofe attention 
had been caught by the fingularity of the ap- 
pearance of a canoe in fuch a part 6{ the river# 
The violent motion of the waves foon awoke 
the Indian; he ftarted up, looked wildly 
around, and perceiving his danger, inftantly 
ieized his paddle, and made the moft furprifing 
exertions to fave himfelf; but finding in a 
little time that all his efforts would be of no 
avail in ftemming the impetuolity of the 
current, he with great compofure put afide his 
paddle, wrapt himfelf up in his blanket, and 
again laid himfelf down in the bottom of the 
canoe. In a few feconds he was hurried down 
the precipice; but neither he nor his .canoe 
were ever fcen more. It is fuppofed that not 
more than one third of the different things 
that happen to be carried down the falls re- 
appear at bottom. 

From the foot of Simcoe's Ladder you may 
walk along the ftrand for fome diilance with- 
out inconvenience ; but as you approach the 
Horfe-flboe Fall, the way becomes more and 
more rugged. In ibme places, where the cliff 

has* 
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has crumbled down, huge mounds of earth, 
rocks, and trees, reaching to the water^s edgc^ 
oppofc your courfe ; it feems impoffible to 
pafs them ; and, indeed, without a guide, a 
ftranger would never find his way to the op« 
pofite fide ; for to get there it is ncceflary to 
mourtt nearly to their top, and then to crawl 
on your hands and knees through long dark 
holes, where paffages are left open between 
the torn up rocks and trees. After paffing 
thefe mounds, you have to climb from rock 
to rock clofe under the cliff, for there is but 
little fpace here between the cliff and the 
river, and thefe rocks are fo flippery, owing 
to' the continual moifture from the fpray, 
which defcends very heavily, that without the 
utmoft precaution it is fcarcely poffible to 
efcape a fall. At the diftance of a quarter of 
a mile from the Great Fall we were as wet, 
owing to the fpray, as if each of us had bqcn 
thrown into the river. 

There is nothing whatfoever to prevent you 
from paffing to the very foot of the Great Fall; 
and you might even proceed behind the prodi- 
gious (beet of water that comes pouring down 
from the top of the precipice, for the water 
falls from the edge of a proje(fting rock; and, 
moreover, caverns of a very confiderable fize 
have been hollowed out of the rocks at the 
bottom of the precipice, owing to the violent 

ebullition 
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ebullition of the water, which extend fome wajT 
underneath the bed of the upper part of the 
river, f advanced within about fix yairds of 
the edge of the fliset of water; juft fiir enough 
to peep into the payei*ns . behind it ; but here 
juy breath was nearly taken away by the violent 
whirlwind that always rages at the bottom of 
the cataraft, occafioned by the concuflion of 
fuch a vaft body of water againft the rocks. I 
confefs I had no inclination at the time to go 
farther; nor, indeed, any of us afterwards at- 
tempted to explore the dreary confines of theia 
caverns, where death feemed to await him that 
fhould be daring pnough to enter their threat- 
ening jaws. No words can convey an ade-^ 
quate idea of the awful grandeur of the fcene 
at this placd. Your fenfes are appalled by the 
fight of the itfia^enfebody of water that cooies 
pouring down fo clofely to you from the top of 
the ftupendous precipice, and by the thunder-* 
ing found of the billows dafliing againfl the 
rocky fides of the caverns below ; you trem- 
ble with reverential fear, when you confider 
that a blaft of the whirlwind might fweep you 
from off the flippcry rocks on which you 
ftand, and precipitate you into the dreadful 
gulph beneath, from whence all the power of 
man could not extricate you ; you feel what an 
infignificant being you are in the creation, and 
your mind is forcibly impreffed with an awful 

idea 
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idea of the power of that mighty Being who 
commanded the waters to flow. 

Since the Falls of Niagara were firft dif- 
covered they have receded very confiderably, 
owing to the difrupture of the rocks which 
form the precipice. The rocks at bottom 
are firft loofened by the conftant aftion of 
the water upon them; they are afterwards 
carried away, and thofe at top being thus un- 
dermined, are foon broken by -the weight of 
the water ruflwng over them : even within 
the meiiK)ry of many of the prefent inhabi- 
tants of the country, the falls have receded 
feveral yards. The commodore of the King's 
veflels on Lake Erie, who had been employed 
on that lake for upwards of thirty years, in- 
formed me, that when he firft came into the 
country it was a common pradtice for young 
men to go to the ifland in the middle of the 
falls ; that after dining there, they ufed fre- 
quently to dare each other to walk into the 
river towards certain large rocks in the midft 
of the rapids, not far from the edge of the 
falls ; and fomctimes to proceed through the 
water, even beyond thefe rocks. No fuch 
rocks are to be fecn at prefent; and were 
a man to advance two yards into the river 
from the ifland, he would be inevitably fwept 
away by the torrent. It has been conjeftured, 
9S I before mentioned that the Falls of Nia- 
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gara were originally fituated at Queenftown j 
and indeed the more pains you take to exa- 
mine the courfe of the river from the prefent 
falls downward, the more reafon is there to 
imagine that fuch a conjefture is well found- 
ed. From the precipice nearly down ta 
Queenftown, the bed of the river is ftrcwed 
with large rocks, and the banks arc broken 
and rugged; circumftances which plainly de-' 
note that fome great difruption has taken 
place along this part of the river; and we 
need be at no lofs to account for it, as 
there are evident marks of the aftion of wa- 
ter upon the fides of the banks, and confi- 
derably above their prefent bafes. Now the 
river has never been known to rife near theie 
marks during the greateft floods; it is plain, 
therefore, that its bed muft have been once 
much more elevated than it is at prefent* 
Below Queenftown, however, there are no 
traces on the banks to lead us to imagine that 
the level of the water was ever much higher 
there than it is now. The fudden increafe 
of the depth of the river juft below the hills 
at Queenftown, and its fudden expanfion there 
at the fame time, feem to indicate that the 
waters muft for a great length of time have 
fallen from the top of the hills, and thus have 
formed that extenfive deep bafin below the 
village. In the river,, a mile or two abov« 
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Quccnftown, there is a tremendous whirlpool, 
owing to a deep hole in the bed ; this hole 
was probably alfo formed by the waters falling 
for a great length of time on the fame fpot, m 
confequence of the rocks which compofed the 
then precipice having remained firmer than 
thofe at any other place did. Tradition tells us, 
that the great fall, inftead of having been in 
the form of a horfe (hoe, once projected in the 
middle. For a centwry paft, however, it has 
remained nearly in the prefent form ; and as 
the ebullition of the water at the bottom of 
the catara<A is fo much greater at the center 
of this fall than in any other part, and zi the 
' water confequently ads with more force there 
an undermining the precipice than at any other 
part, it is not unlikely that it may remain nearly 
in the fame form for ages to come. 

At the bottom of the Horfe-fhoe Fall is 
found a kind of white concrete fubftance, by 
the people of the country, called fpray* 
Some pcrfons have fuppofed that it is formed 
from* the earthy partidcs of the water, which 
defccnding, owing to their great fpecific gra- 
vity, quicker than the other particles, adhere 
to the rocks, and are there formed into a mafs. 
This concrete fubftance has precifely the ap* 
pearance of petrified froth ; and it is remark- 
able, that it is found adhering to thofe rocks 
againfl; which the greateft quantities of the 

K 2 froth 

Digitized by.VjOOQlC 



1 3^ TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA : 

froth, that floats upon the water, is waflicd 
by the eddies. 

We did not think of afcending the cliff till 
the evening was far advanced, and had it been' 
poffible to have found our way up in the dark, - 
I verily believe we ftiould have remained at the 
bottom of it until midnight. Juft as we left 
the foot of the great fall the fun broke through 
the clouds, and one of the mofl beautiful and 
pcrfedt rainbows that ever I beheld was ex- 
hibited in the fpray that arofe from the Ikll. 
It is only at evening and morning that the 
rainbow is feen in perfedion ; for the banks 
of the river, and the fteep precipice, fhade the 
fun from the fpray at the bottom of the fall in 
the middle of the day. 

At a great diftance from the foot of the ladder 
we halted, and one of the party was difpatched 
to fetch a bottle of brandy and a pair of goblets, 
which had been depofited under fome ftopes on 
the margin of the river, in our way to the great 
fall, whither it would have been highly incon- 
venient to have carried them. Wet from head 
to foot, and greatly fatigued, there certainly 
was not one amongft us that appeared, at the 
moment, defirous of getting the brandy, in 
order to pour out a libation to the tutelary 
deities of the catarad ; nor indeed was there 
much reafon to apprehend that our piety would 
have fhone forth more confpicuoufly after- 
wards ; 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



R E M A, R K S. 133 

Wards ; however it was not put to the teft ; 
for 'the meffenger returned in a few minutes 
^ith the woeful intelligence that the brandy 
and goblets had been ftolen. We were at no 
great lofs in guefling who the thieves were. 
Perched on the rocks, at a little diftance from 
us, fat a pair of the river nymphs, not 
" nymphs with fedged crowns and ever 
" harmlefs looks ;" not ** temperate nymphs," 
but a pair of fquat llurdy old wenches, that 
with clofe bonnets and tucked up petticoats 
had crawled down the cliff, and vv'ere bufied ' 
with long rods in angling for fifh. Their noify 
clack plainly indicated that they had been 
well pleafed with the brandy, and that we 
ought not to entertain any hopes of recover- 
ing the fpoil ; we e'en flaked our thirfl:, there- 
fore, with a draught from the wholefome flood, 
and having done fo, boldly puflicd forward, 
and before it was quite dark regained the ha- 
bitations from whence we had ftarted. 

On returning we found a well-fpread table 
kid out for us in the porch of the houfe, and 
having gratified the keen appetite which the^ 
fatigue ^wc had encountered had excited, our 
friendly guides, having previoufly given us- 
inflrudtions for examining the fells more par- 
ticularly, fet off by moonlight for Niagara, and 
we repaired to Fprt Chippeway, three miles^ 
above ^ the fallsj^ which pUcc wc made our 
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head-quarters while we remained in the 
neighbourhood, becaufe there was a tolerable 
tavern, and no houfe in the village near the 
falls, where ficknefs was not prevalent. 

The Falls of Niagara are much lefs difficult 
of accefs now than they were fome years ago. 
Charlevoix, who vifited them in the year 1720, 
tells us, that they were only to be viewed from 
one fpot ', and that from thence the fpedlator 
had only a fide profpeft of them. Had he been 
able to have defcended to the bottom, he 
would have had ocular demonftration of the 
cxiftence of caverns underneath the precipice, 
which he fuppofcd to be the cafe from the 
hollow found of the falling of the waters; from 
the number of carcafes waflied up there on 
different parts of the ftrand, and would alfo 
have been convinced of the truth of a circum-- 
ftancc which he totally difbelieved, namely, 
that fifli were oftentimes unable to ftem the 
rapid current above the falls, and were con- 
fequently carried down the precipice. 

The moft favourable feafon for vifiting the 
falls is about the middle of September, the 
time when we faw them ; for then the woods 
are feen in all their glory, beautifully variegat-» 
ed with the rich tints of autumn ; and the 
fpedtator is not then annoyed with vermin. 
In the fummer feafon you meet with rattle- 
fnakes at every ftep, and mufcjuitoes fwarm fa 
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thickly in the air, that to ufe a common phrafe 
of the country, «« you might cut them with 
*' a knife." The cold nights in the begin- 
ning of September efFedlually bani(h thefe 
noxious animals.^ 



LETTER XXXII. 

Defcrtption of Fort Chippeway. — Plan in me^ 
ditation to cut a Canal to avoid the Portage at 
the Falls of Niagara. — Departure from Chip- 
peway. — Intenfe Heat of the Weather. ^^De-^ 
fcription of the Country bordering on Niagara 
River above the Falls. — Obfervations on the 

.# Climate of Upper Canada. — Rattlefnakes com- 
mon in Upper Canada. — Fort Erie. — Mifer^ 
able Accommodation there. — Squirrel hunting. 
— Seneka Indians. — Their Expertnefs at the 
Ufe of the Blow-gun.-. — Defcription of the 
Blow-gun. — Excurfion to the Village of the 
Senekas. — Whole Nation abfent. — Pajfage of 
a dangerous Sand Bar at the Mouth of Buf- 
falo Creek. — Sail from Fort Erie. — Driven 
back by a Storm.^'-^Ancbor under Point Abi- 
neau. — Defcription of the Point. — Curious 
Sand Hills there. — Bear hunting. — How car^ 
ried on^-^Dogs^ what Sort of ufed.^^Wind 
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. changes. — The Vefel fuffers from the Storm 
ivbilji at Anchor, — Departure from Point 
Abineau. — General Dejcription ^ Lake Erie. 
— Anecdote, — Reach theljlandsatthe Weftern 
End of the Lake. — Anchor there. — Defcrip' 
tion of the Iflfinds. — Serpents of various Kinds 

found there.— Ratthfnakes. — Medicinal Ufes 
made of them. — Fabulous Accounts of Ser^ 
pents. — Departure from the Iflands. — Arri- 
val at Maiden. — Detroit River. 

Maiden, Oftobes.- 

inoRT CHiPPEWAY, from whence my 
^ ]aft letter was dated, is a fmall ftockaded 
fort, fituated on the borders of a creek of the 
fame name, about two hundred yards diftant 
from Niagara River. Had it been built imme- 
diately on the htter ftream* its fituation would 
have been much more convenient; for the 
water of the creek is fo bad that it cannot be 
drank, and the garrifon is.oWiged to draw wa- 
ter daily from the river. The fort, which, oc- 
cupies about one rood of ground only, confifts 
of a fmall block houfe, incloied by a ftockade 
of cedar pofts about twelve feet high, which is 
merely futHcient to defend the garrifon againft 
mufquet fhot. Adjoining to the fort there are 
about feven or eight farm houfes, and fomc 
large ftone houfes, where goods are dppo- 
fitcd preparatory to their being conveyed up 

the 
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the river in bateaux^or acrofs the portage m^ 
carts, to Queenjdown. It is faid that it would 
be pi;a£licable to cut a canal from hence to 
Queenftown, by means of which the trouble- 
ibme and expenfive procefs of unlading the ba- 
teaux and tranfporting the goods in carts abng 
the portage would be avoided. Such a canal 
will in all probability be undertaken one day or 
other ; but whenever that ihall be the cafe, 
there is reafoa to think that it will be cut oa 
the New York fide of the river for two reafons; 
firft, becaufe the ground on that fide is much 
more favourable for fuch an undertaking ; and, 
fecondly, becaufe the Hate of New York is 
much more populous, and far better enabled to 
advance the large fums of money that would be 
requifite for cutting a canal through fuch rug- 
ged ground as borders upon the river, tha^i 
the province of Upper Canada either Is at 
prefent, or appears likely to be. 

About fifteen men, under the command of 
a lieutejaaot,. are ufually quartered at Eoit 
Chippeway, who are moftly employed in corti 
dudting, in bateaux from thence to Fort Ei*ic, 
the ftores.for the troops in the upper country, 
and the prefents for the Indians. - ' 

After we had gratified our curiofity inre^ 
gard to the wonderous objefts in the neighs 
bourhood, at leaft as far as our time woiikl 
permit, we were obligingly furnifhed with a 
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bateau by the officfer at Fort Chippcway, to 
whom we carried letters, to convey us to Fort 
£rie« My companions embarked in it with 
our baggage, when the morning appointed for 
our departure arrived ; but delirous of taking 
one more look at the Falls, I Aaid behind, de- 
termining to follow them on foot in the courfe 
of the day ; I accordingly walked down to the 
/alls from Fort Chippe way after breakfaft, fpent 
im hour or two there, returned to the fort, and 
having (lopped , a fhort time to reft myfeff 
after the fatigues of climbing the ftceps about 
the falls, I fet out for Fort Erie, fifteen miles 
diftant from Chippeway, accompanied by my 
faithful fervant Edward, who has indeed been 
a treafure to me fince I have been in America. 
The day was by no means favourable for a pc- 
(deilrian expedition ; it was intenfely hot, and 
we had not proceeded feir before we found the 
neceflity of taking off our jackets, waiftcoats, 
and cravats, and carrying them in a bundle on 
our backs. Several parties of Indians that I 
met going down the river in canoes were ftark 
naked; 

The banks of Niagara River, between 
Chippeway and Fort Erie, are very low, and 
covered,, for the moft part, with flirabs, under 
whofc fhade, upon the gravelly beach of the 
river, the weary traveller finds an agreeable 
refting place. For the firft few miles from 

Chippeway 
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Chippeway there are fcarccly any houfes to 
be feen ; but about half way between that 
place and Fort Erie they dre thickly fcattcred 
along the banks of the river. The houfes 
in this neighbourhood were remarkably well 
built, and appeared to be kept in a ftate of 
great neatnefs ; moft of them were (heathed 
with boards, and painted white. The lands 
adjoining them are rich, and were well cul- 
tivated. The crops of Indian corn were ftill 
ilanding here, which had a moft luxuriant 
afped ; in many of the fields there did not 
appear to be a ftem lefs than eight feet in 
height. Between the rows they fow gourds, 
fquafhes, and melons, of which hft every fort 
attains to a ftate of great perfeftion in the 
open air throughout the inhabited parts of the 
two provinces. Peaches in this part of the 
country likewife come to perfedion in the 
open air, but in Lower Canada, the fummcrs 
are too fliort to permit them to ripen fuf- 
ficiently. The winters here are very feverd 
whilft they laft, but it is feldom that the fnow 
lies longer than three months on the ground. 
The fummers are intenfely hot, Fahrenheit's 
thermometer often rifing to 96% and feme- 
times above lOo*. 

As I paffed along to Fort Erie I killed a 

great many large fnakes of different forts that 

i found baiking in the fun, Amongft them 
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I did not find any rattlefnakes : ihefe reptifeg^ . 
however, are very commonly met widi hcrei 
^hd at the diftancc of twenty or thirty miles 
from the river, up the country, it is faid that 
they arc fo nuniorous as to render the furvey-^ 
ing of land ^ matter of very great danger. It 
is a circumftance ftrongly in favour of Lower 
Canada^ that the. rattlefnake is not found 
there ; it is feldom found, indeed, to the north- 
ward of the forty-fifth parallel pf nor^ latir 
tude. 

Fort Erie ftanda at the caftern cj^trcmity of 
Lake Eric ; it is a fmall ftockaded fort, fomc- 
what fimilar to that at Chippcway ; and ad-r 
joining it are extcnfive ftores as at Chip* 
pcway, and about half a dozen miferable little 
dwellings. On arriving there I had no dif- 
ficulty in difcoyeringmy companions; I found 
them lodged in a fn^all log-houfe, which con-r 
tained but the one room, and juft fitting down 
to a f up per, they had procured through the 
afliftance of a gentleman in the ladian departr 
ment, who accompanied them from Chippe- 
way. This habitation was the property of aa 
old woman, who in her younger days had fol- 
lowed the drum, and now gained her liveli- 
hood by accommodating, to the beft of her 
power, fuch travellers as pafled by Fort Erie. 
A forry habitation it was; the crazy door was 
ready to drop off the hinges, and in ajl thg 
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thfce windows of it not one pane of glafs was 
there, a young gentleman from Detroit having 
amufcd himfelf, whilft detained in the place by 
contrary winds, fome little time before our ar- 
rival, jvith (hooting arrows through them. It 
was not likely that thcfe windows would be 
fpeedily repaired, for no glazier was to be met . 
with nearer than Newark, thirty-fix miles 
diftant. Here, as we lay folded in our fkins 
on the floor, the rain beat in upon us, and the 
wind whittled about our ears ; but this was 
not the worft. In the morning we found it a 
difficult matter to get wherewith to fatisfy our 
hunger; dinner was more difficult to be had 
than brcakfaft, fupper than dinner; there 
feemed to be a greater fcarcity of provifions 
alfo the fecond day than there was on the firft.' 
At laft, fearing that we fliould be famiffied 
if we remained longer under the care of old 
mother Palmer, we embarked at once on board 
the veflel of war in which we intended to crofs 
the lake, where although fometimes tofled 
about by the raging contrary winds, yet we had 
comfortable births, and fared plenteoufly every 
day. 

Ships lie oppofite to Fort Erie, at the diftancc 
of about one hundred yards from tjie ihcre ; 
they are there expofed to all the violence of the 
wefterly winds, but the anchorage is excellent, 
and they ride in perfed: lafety. Three veffels 
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of war, of about two hundred tons, and car-* 
lying from eight to twelve guns each, befides 
two or three merchant veffels, lay wind bound 
whilft we remained here. The little fort, with 
the furrounding houfes built on the rocky 
fliore, the vefl'els lying at anchor before it, the 
rich woods, the diflant hills on the oppofite 
fide of the lake, and the vaft lake itfelf, ex* 
tending to the fartheft part of the horizon, al- 
together formed an interefting and beautiful 
icene. 

Whilft we were detained here by contrary 
winds, we regularly went on fliore after break- 
fdft to take a ramble in the woods ; oftentimes 
alfo we amuled ourfelves with the diverfion 
of hunting fquirrels with dogs, araongft the 
f}7rubs and young trees on the borders of the 
lake, thoufands of which animals we found in 
the neighbourhood of the fort. The fquirrels, 
alarmed by the barking of the dogs, leap from 
tree to tree with wonderful fwiftnefs; you 
follow them clofely, (baking the trees, and 
ftriking againft the branches with p6les. Some- 
times they will lead you a chace of a quarter 
of a mile and more ; but fooner or later, terri- 
fied by your attentive purfuit, make a falfe 
leap, and come tg the ground ; the dogs, ever 
on the watch, then feize the opportunity to 
Ijiy hold of them ; frequently, however, the 
fquirrels will elude their reppated fnaps, and 
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mount another tree before you cah look round 
you. I have feldom known them to be hurt 
by their fall, notwithftanding that I have many 
times feen them tumble from branches of trees 
upwards of twenty feet from the ground* 

In our rambles we ufed frequently to fall in 
with pities of the Seneka Indians^ from the 
oppofite fide of the lake, that were amiifing 
themfelves with hunting and ftiooting thefc? 
animals. They fhot them principally with 
bows and blow-guns, at the ufe of which laft 
the Senekas are wonderfully expert* The 
blow-gun is a narrow tube, commonly about 
fix feet in length, made of a cane reed, or of 
fome pithy wood, through which they drive 
fhort flender arrows by the force of the breath. 
The arrows are not rtiuch thicker than the 
lower ftring of a violin ; they arc headed gene- 
rally with little triangular bits of tin, and round 
the oppofite ends, for the length of two inches, 
a quantity of the down of thiftles, or fome- 
thing very like it, is bound, fo as to leave the 
arrows at this part of fuch a thicknefs that they 
may but barely pafs into the tube. The ar- 
rows are put in at the end of the tube that is . 
held next to the mouth, the down catches the 
breath, and with a fmart puff they will fly to 
the diftance of fifty yards. I have followed 
youiig Seneka Indians, whilft fliooting with 
blow-guns, for hours together, during whiciv 
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time I have never known them once to mifs 
their aim, at the diftance often or fifteen yards^ 
although they (hot at the little red fquirrels, 
which are not half the fize of a rati and with 
fuch wondei;ful force ufed they to blow forth 
the arrows, that they frequently drove them 
up to the very thiftle-down through the heads 
of the largeft black fquiri-els. The efFeft of 
thefe guns appears at firft like magic. The 
tube is put to the mouth, and in the twinkling 
of an eye you fee the fquirrel that is aimed at 
fall lifelefs to the ground; no report, not the 
fmalleft noife even, is to be heard, nor is it 
poflible to fee the arrow, fo quickly does it fiy, 
until it appears faftencd in the body of the 
animal* 

The Seneka is one of the fix nations which 
formerly bore the general name of the Iroquois 
Indians. Their principal village is fituated on 
Buffalo Creek, which falls into the eaftcrn 
extremity of Lake Erie, on the New York 
fhore. We took the (hip's boat one morning, 
and went over to vifit it, but all the Indians, 
men, women, and children^ amounting in all 
to upwards of fix hundred perfons, had, atan 
early hour, gone down to Fort Niagara, to 
partake of a feaft which was there prepared for 
them. We walked about in the neighbour- 
hood of the village, dined oft the gfafson fome 
Qpld provifions th^t we had taken with us, and 
^a^the evening, returned* 
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Oppofite to the mouth of Bafialo Creek 
there is a very dangerous fand bar^ which at 
times it is totally impoilible to pafs in any other 
yeiTels than bateaux; we found it no eafy 
matter to get over it in the fhip's long boat 
with four oars on going into the creek ; and in 
returning the paiTage was really tremendous. 
The wind^ which was wefterly, and of courfe 
impelled the vail body of water in the lake 
towards the mouth of the creeks had increafed 
confiderably whilft we had been on fhore, and 
the waves had begun to break with fuch fury 
over the bar, that it was not without a con- 
.fiderable ihare of terror that we contemplated 
the profpe<9: of palling through them : the 
commodore of the King's (hips on the lake, 
who was at the helm, was determined, how-. 
cvi:r, to crofs the bar that night, and accord- 
ingly, a ftridt filence haying been enjoined, that 
the crew might hear his orders, we boldly 
entered into the midft of the breakers : the 
-boat now rolled about in a moft alarming 
manner ; fometimes it mounted into the air on 
the top of the mighty billows, at other times it 
came thumping down with prodigious force 
on the bar ; at -laft it ftuck quite faft in the 
land ; neither oars nor rudder were any longer 
of ufe, and for a moment we gave ourfelves 
over for loft r the waves that rolled towards 
us broke on all fides with a noife like that of 
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thunder, and we were expeding that the boat 
'would be overwhelmed by feme one or other 
of them every inftant, when luckily a large 
wave, that rolled on a little farther than the 
reft without breaking into foam, fet us again 
afloat, and the oarfmen making at that moment 
the moft vigorous exertions, we once more got 
intg deep water; it was not, however, until 
after many minutes that we were fafely out of 
the tremendous furf. A boat, with a pair of 
oars only, that attempted to follow us, was 
overwhelmed in an inftant by a wave which 
broke over her : it was in vain to think of 
attempting to give any affiftance to her crew, 
and we were obliged for a time to endure the 
painful thought that they might be ftruggling 
with death within a few yards of us; but be^ 
fore we loft fight of the fhore we had the 
fatisfaftion of beholding them all ftanding in 
fafety on the beach, which they had reached 
by fwimming. 

After having been detained about feven days 
at Fort Erie, the wind veered about in our fa- 
vour, the fignal gun was fired, the paflengers 
repaired on board, and at half an hour before 
fun-fet vve launched forth into the lake, - It 
was much fuch another evening as that on 
which we left Kingfton ; the vaft lake, bound- 
ed only by the horizon, glowed with the rich 
warm tints that were refledted in its vnruiHed 
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furface from the weftern iky ; and the top 
of the tall foreft, adorning the ihores, appeared 
fringed with gold, as the fun fuiik down be- 
liind it. There was but. little wind during 
the firft part of the night ; but afterwards i 
frefli breeze fprang up, and by ten o'clock th6 
next morning we found ourfelves forty miles 
diftant from the fort: the profperous gale, 
however, did not long continue, the iky becam6 
overcaft, the waves began to roll with fury, 
and the captain judging it advifable to feeka 
place of ihelter againft the impending ftorm^ 
the fhip was put about, and with all poffible 
expedition meafured back the way which we 
had juft made with fo much pleafure. Wd 
did not return, however, the whole Way t6 
Fort Erie, but run into a fmall bay on the famb 
' fide of the lake, about ten miles diftant, 
fheltered by Point Abineau : by three o'clock 
in the afternoon the vefTel was fafely moored, 
and this bufinefs having been accotoplifhed, we 
proceeded in the long boat to the ftiorc, which 
Was about two miles oiF, 

Point Abineau is a long narrow neck of land, 
which projects into the lake nearly in a due 
fouth direftion ; on each fide of it there is an 
cxtenfive bay, which affords good anchorage ; 
the extremity of the point is covered with 
rocks, lying horizontally in beds, and ex- 
tending a confiderableway into the lake,;nearly 
L 2 even 
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even with the furfacc of the water, fo that 
it is only in a few places that boats can ap- 
proach the (hore. The rocks are of a flate 
colour, but fpotted and llreaked in various 
diredtions with a dirty yellow ; in many places 
they are perforated with fmall holes, as if they 
had been expofed to the adlion of fire. The 
fhores of the bays, on the contrary, are covered 
with fand ; on digging to the depth of a few 
feet, however, I fhould imagine that in moft 
parts of the fhore the fame fort of rocks would 
be found as thofe feen on the extremity of the 
pointy for where the fandy part of the fhorc 
conimcnces, it is evident that the rocks have 
been .covered by the fand which has been 
waihed up by the 'waves of the lake : the 
northern fhore of the lake abounds very gene- 
rally with rocks of the fame defcription. 

On the weftern fide of Point Abineau the 
llrand differs in no wife, to appearance, from 
that of the ocean : it is ftrewed with a variety 
of {hells of a large fize; quantities of gulls are 
continually feen hovering over it ; and during a 
gale of wind from the weft, a furge breaks in 
upon it, as tremendous as is to be feen on any 
part of the coaft of England. The mounds 
of fand accumulated on Point Abineau arc 
truly aftonifhing ; thofe next to the lake^ that 
have been'wafhed by the ftorms of late years, 
are totally devoid of verdure j but others, 
9 fituated 
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fituated l^chind them, towards the center of 
the point, feem coeval with . the world itfelf, 
and are covered with oaks of the largeft fize 
from top to bottom. In general thefe mounds 
arc of an irregular form ; but in fome places, 
of the greateft height, they are fo even and 
ftraight that it appears as if they had been 
thrown up by the hand of art, and you may 
almoft fancy them to be the old works of fomc 
vaft fortification. Thefe regular mounds ex- 
tend in all direftions, but chiefly from north 
to fouth, which demonftrates that wefterly 
winds were as prevalent formerly in this part oJF 
the country as they are at the prefent day. I 
ihould fuppofe that fome of thefe mounds are 
upwards of one hundred feet above the level 
ofthelake. 

The ground on the eaftern fide of the point 
is neither fo much broken nor fo fandy as that 
on the oppofite one, and there we found two 
farm houfes, adjoining to each of which were 
about thirty acres of cleared land. At one of 
thefe we procured a couple of fheep, fonie 
fowls, and a quantity of potatoes, to add to our 
ftore of provifions, as there was reafon to ap- 
prehend that our vpyage would not be fpeedily 
terminated : whilft the men were digging for 
the latter, the old woman of the houfe fpread 
her little table, and prepared for us the beft 
viands which her habitation afforded, namely, 
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coarfe cake bread, roaftcd potatoes, and bear's 
flefh falted, which laft we found by no means 
unpalatable. The haunch of a young cub is a 
difli much efteemed, and we frequently met 
with it at table in the upper country; it is ex- 
tremely rich and oily, neverthelefs they fay 
it never cloys the ftomach. 

Towards evening we returned to the veflel, 
.and the ftorm being much abated, paffed, not 
an, uncomfortable night. 

At day break the next morning I took the 
boat, and went on fhore to joinii party that, 
as I had been informed the preceding even- 
ing, was going a bear-hunting. On landings 
I found the fnen and dogs ready» and having 
loaded our guns we advanced into the woods. 
The people here, as in the back parts of the 
United States, devote a very great part of 
their time to hynting, and they are well fkilled 
in the purfuit of game of every defcription. 
They fhoot almoft univerfally with the rifle 
gun, and are as dextrous at the ufe of it 
as any men can be. The guns ufed hy them 
jire all imported from England. Thofe ia 
moft eftimation carry balls of the fize of 
thirty to the pound ; in the States the hunters 
very commouly (hoot with balls of a much 
fmaller fize, iixty of them not weighing more 
than one pound ^ but the peopk in Canada z^c 
ef .ppinion that it is better to ufe the large 
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balls^ although more troublcfbme to carry 
through the woods, as they inflid much more 
deftrudive wounds than the others, and game 
feldom efcapes after being wounded by them* 
Dogs of a large fizc are chofen for bear hunt- 
ing : thofe moft generally preferred feem to • 
be of a breed between the blood hound and 
maftifF^ they will follow the fcent of the 
bear, as indeed moft field dogs will, but 
their chief ufe is to keep the bdar at bay when 
wounded, or to follow him if he attempt to 
make ofFwhilft the hunter is reloading his gun. 
Bears will never attempt to attack a man or a 
dog while they can make their efcape, but 
once wounded or clofely hemmed in they will 
fight moft furioufly. The young ones, at 
fight of a dog, generally take to a tree 5 but 
the old ones, as if confcious of their ability to 
fijght a dog, and at the fame time that they 
cannot fail of becoming the prey of the hun- 
ter if they afcend a tree, never do fo, unlefs 
indeed they fee a hunter coming to^vards them 
on horfeback, a fight which terrifies them 
greatly. 

The Indians generally go in large parties to 
hunt bears, and on coming to the place where 
they fuppofe thefe animals are lurking, they 
form themfelves into a large circle, and as 
they advance endeavour to roufe them^ It is 
ieldom that the white hunters myfter to- 
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gether in fufficient numbers to purfae their 
game in this manner; but whenever they 
have men enough to divide themfelves fo, 
they always do it. Wc proceeded in this 
manner at Point Abineau, where three or four 
men are amply fufficient to hem in a bear be-* 
tween the water and thie main land* The 
point was a very favourable place for hunt-* 
ing this year, for the bears, intent, as I be- 
fore mentioned, upon emigrating to the fouth^ 
ufed, on coming down from the upper country, 
to advance to the extreme end of the point, asi 
if defirous of getting as near as poffible by 
land to the oppofite iide of the lake, and 
' fcarcely a morning came but what one or two 
of them were found upon it. An experienced 
hunter can at once difcern the track of a bear^i 
deer, or any other large animal, in the woods, 
and can tell with no fmall degree of preci- 
iion how long a time before, it was, that the 
animal paffed that way. On coming to a 
long valley, between two of the fand hills on 
the point, a place through which the bears ge- 
nerally pafled in going towards the water, the 
huoters whom I accompanied at once told how 
many bears had come down from the upper 
country the preceding night, and alfo how 
many of them were cubs. To the eye of a 
common obferver the track of thefe animals 
nmongft the leaves is wholly imperceptible ; 
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indeed, in many inflances^ even after the hun« 
tcrs had pointed them out to mc, I could but 
barely perceive the prints of their feet on the 
clofefl infpedtion ; yet the hunters, on com^ 
ing up to the place, faw thefe marks with 
a glance of the eye. 

. After killing a bear, the firft care of the 
hunters is to ftrip^him of his {kin. This bu- 
.finefs is performed by them in a very few 
minutes, as they always carry, knives abotft 
them particularly fuited for the purpofc ; af- 
terwards the carcafe is cut up, an operation in 
which the tomahawk, an inftrument that they, 
snoftly, carry with them alfb, is particularly 
ufeful. The choicefl parts of the anin>al are 
then feleded and carried home, and the refl: 
left ill the woods. The Indians hold the 
paws of the bear in great eftimation ; ftewed 
with young puppies, they are ferved up at all 
their principal feafts. On killing the ani- 
mal, the paws are gaihed with a knife, and, 
afterwards, hung over a fire, amidft the fmoke, 
to dry. The fldns of the bears are applied to 
numberlefsufes, in the country, by the farmers, 
who fet no fmall value upon them« They 
are commonly cured by being fpread upon a 
wall or between two trees, before the fun, 
and in that pofition fcraped with a knife, or * 
piece of iron, daily, which brings out the 
greafe or oil, a very confidcrable quantity of 
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which oozes from them. Racoon and deer 
fkins, &c. are cured in a fimilar manner. 
The Indians have a method of drefling thefe 
different fkins with the hair on, and of render- 
ing them at the fame time as pliable as a piece 
of cloth ; this is principally effedled by rub- 
bing the fkins, with the hand, in the fmoke of 
a wood fire. 

Towards the middle of the day, the hunt 
being over, the party returned to the habi- 
tation on the point. On arriving there I 
found my companions, who had jufl come on 
•Ihore, and after having flrolled about the 
woods for a time, we all went on board the 
ihip to dine. 

The fky had been very gloomy the whole 
of this day ; it became more and more Co as 
the evening approached, and the feamen 
foretold that before morning there would be a 
dreadful florm. At no time a friend to the 
•watery element, I immediately formed the 
» refolution of paffing the night on fhore ; ac- 
' cordingly having got the boat manned after 
• dinner, I took with me my fervant, and 
landed at the head of the bay on the caflern 
fide of the pomt. Here being left to our- 
^ felves, we pitched our tent by moonlight, un- 
der the fhelter of one of the fleep fand hills ; 
and having kindled a large fire in the front 
, of ity laid down> and were ibon lulled to re- 
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pofe by the hollow roar of the wind aniidft 
the tall trees of the furrounding foreft* Not 
fo my copnpanions, who viiited mc at an 
early hour the next .morning, and lamented 
forely that they had not accompanied me on 
fliore. There had been a tremendous fea run- 
ning in the lake all night; the wind had 
ihifted fomewhat to the fouthward, and Point 
Abineau, in confequence, affording but little 
protection to the vefTel, (he had rolled about 
in a moft alarming manner: one of the 
ftancheons at her bow flarted by her violent 
working; the water came pouring in as from a 
pump ; a fcenc of confufion enfued, and the 
fiulors were kept bufily employed the greater 
part of the night in flopping the leak. The 
veflel being old, crazy, and on her laft voy- 
age, ferious apprehenfions were entertained left 
fon)c worfe accident fhould befal her before 
morning, and neither the crew nor the paf- 
fengers fcjt thenofclves at all eafy until day- 
light appeared, when the gale abated. We 
sunafed ourfelves this morning in rambling 
through the woods, and along the fhores e£ 
the lake, with our fowling pieces.. On the 
ftrand we found great numbers of gulls, and 
different birds of prey, fuch as hawks, kites, 
&c. ; here alfo we met with large flocks of 
fand larks, as they are called by the people of 
tbc country^ in colour fomewhat rcfembling 
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the grey lapwing ; their walk and manner alfo 
are fo very fimilar, that, when on the ground, 
they might be taken for the fame bird were 
they but of a lafger fize; they are not much 
bigger than a fparrow. In the woods we fell 
in for the firft time with a large covey or flock 
of fpruce partridges or pheafants, as the peo- 
ple call them in this neighbourhood. In co- 
lour, they are not much unlike the Englifli 
partridge, but of a larger fize, and their flefh 
iiiifers in flavour little from that of the 
Englifh pheafant. They are different in many 
jefpeds both from the partridge and phcafarit 
found in Maryland and in the middle dates, 
. but in oone more To than in their wonderful 
tamenefs, or rather ftupidity. Before the 
flock took to flight I fhot three birds iingly 
from off one tree, and had ' I but been ac- 
quainted with the proper method of proceed- 
ing at the time, it is poflible I might have 
fhot them all in turn. It feems you muft al- 
ways begin by fhooting the bird that fits 
loweflion the tree, and fo proceed upwards, 
in which cafe the furvivors are not at all 
akrjned. Ignorant, howqver, of this fecret, 
I {hot at one of the uppermoft birds, and the 
difturbance that he made in filing thrdugh 
the branches on which the others were 
perched put the flock to flight immediately^ 
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On returning from our ramble in the wooda 
to the margin of the lake, we were agreeably 
furprifed to find the wind quite favourable for 
profccnting our voyage, and in a few minutes 
afterwards heard the fignal gun, and faw the 
fliip's boat coming for the purpofe o£ taking 
iis from fliorc*. We got on board in time for 
dinner, but did not proceed on our voyage 
until midnight ; fo high a fea ilill continued 
running in the lake, that the captain thought 
it imprudent to venture cut of the bay before 
that time. In the morning we found ourfelves 
under the rich bold lands on the fouthem fide 
of the lake; the water was fmooth, the fky 
fcrene, and every one felt pleafed with the 
voyage. It was. on this day that we beheld 
the cloud over the Falls of Niagara, as I before 
mentioned, at the great diftance of fifty-four 
miles. 

Lake Eric is of an elliptical form ; in length 
about three hundred miles, and in breadth, at 
the wideft part, about ninety. The depth 
of water in this lake is not more than twenty 
fathoms, and in calm weather vefiels may fe- 
curely ride at anchor in any part of it ; but 
when ftormy, the anchorage in an open part 
of the hke is not fafe, the fands at bottom not 
being firm, and the anchors apt therefore to . 
Idfe their hold. Whenever there is a gale of 
wind the waters immediately become turbid, 
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owing to the quantity of yellow fand thttt U 
waftied up from the bottom of the lake ; in 
calm weather the water is clear, and of a deep 
greeni{h colour. The northern fhore of the 
lake is very rocky, as likewife are the (hores 
of the iflands, of which there are fcverai cluf- 
ters towards the weftern extremity of the lake ; 
but along mod parts of the fbuthern fhore is 
a fine gravelly beach. The height of the land 
bordering on the lake is very unequal ; in fomc 
places long ranges of fteep mountains rife from 
the very edge of the water; in others the fhores 
are fo fiat and fo low, that when the lake is 
raifed a little above its ufual level, in confe- 
quencc of a flrong gale of wind fctting in to- 
wards the fhore, the country is deluged for 
miles. 

A young gentleman, who was ient in 2 
bateau with difpatches acrofs the lake, not 
long before we pafTed through the country^ 
periihed, with feveral of his party, owing to 
an inundation of this fort that took place on a 
low part of the fhore. I mufl here obferve, 
that when you ;iavigate the lake in a bateau, 
it is cuflomary to keep as clofe as pofliblc to 
the land ; and whenever there is any danger of 
a llorm, you run the vefTel on fhore, which 
may be done with fafety, as the bottom of it 
is pcrfe<£tly flat* I before mentioned the pe- 
culiar advantage of a bateau over a keel boat 
. kk this refpedt. The young gentleman alluded 
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to was coafting along in this manner, when a 
violent ftorm fuddenly arofe. The bateau was 
inftantaneoufly turned towards the fhore ; un- 
fortunately, however, in running her upon 
the beach' Ibme mifmanagement took place, and 
fhe overfet. The waves had already begun to 
break in on the fhore with prodigious impe- 
tuoiity ; each one of them rolled farther in than 
the preceding one ; the party took alarm, and 
inftead of making as ftrenuous exertions as it 
was fuppofed they might have made, to right 
the bateau, they took a few ncceflaries out of 
her, and attempted to favc themfelves by flight ; , 
but fo rapidly did the water flow after them, 
in confequcnce of the increafing ftorm, that 
before they could proceed far enough up the 
country to gain a place of fafety, they were all 
overwhelmed by it, two alone excepted, who 
had the prefence of mind and ability to climb 
a lofty tree. To the very great irregularity of 
the height of the lands on both fides of it, is 
attributed the frequency of florms on Lake 
Eric, The fhores of Lake Ontario are lower 
and more uniform than thofe of any of the 
other lakes ; and that lake is the mofl tranquil 
of any, as has already been noticed. 

There is a great deficiency of good har- * 
hours along the fhores of this Lake. On its 
northern fide there are but two places which 
afford (helter to vefTels drawing more than 
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fcvcn feejt water, namely. Long Point and Point 
Abineau ; and thefe only afford a partial fhcl- 
ter. If the wind (hould fhift to the fouthward 
whilft veffels happen to be lying under them, 
they are thereby expofed to all the dangers of^ 
a rdtky lee fhore. On the fouthern fhore, the 
firft harbour you come to in going from Fort 
Erie, is that of Prefqu' Iflc. Veifels drawing 
eight feet water may there ride in perfeft 
iafety ; but it is a matter of no fmall difficulty 
to get into the harbour, owing to a long fand 
bar which extends acrofs the mouth of itl 
Prefqu' Ifle is (ituated at the diftance of about 
fixty miles from Fort Erie. Beyond this^ 
nearly mid\yay between the eaftern aiid wtftern 
extremities of the Jake, thereis another har- 
bour, capable of ccfntaining fmall veffels, at tht 
mouth of Cayahega River, and another at the 
.mouth of Sandufky River, which falls into the 
lake within the north weftern territory of the 
States. It is very fcldom that any of thefe 
harbours are made ufe of by the Britifh (hips i 
they, indeed, trade almoft folely between Fort 
Erie Jind Detroit River ; and when in profe-i. 
cuting their voyages they chance to meet with 
contrary winds, againft which they cannot 
inake head, they for the moft part return to 
Fort Erie, if bound to Detroit River; or to 
fome of the bavs amidft the clufters of iflanA 
■fituatcd towards the wcftern extremity of ttic 
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lake, if bound to Fort Erie. In going up the 
lake, it very often happens that veflels, even 
after they have got clofe under thefc iflands, 
the neareft of which is not lefs than two hun- 
dred and forty miles from Fort Eric, are driven 
hack by ftorms the whole way to that fort. 
Juft as we were preparing to caft anchor under 
Middle Ifland, one of the neareft of them, a 
fqijali fuddenly arofe, and it was not without 
very great difficulty that we could keep our 
ftation : the captain told us afterwards, that he 
really feared at one time, that we fhould have 
been driven back to our old quarters. 

It was about two o'clock on the third day 
from that of our quitting Point Abineau, that 
we reached Middle Jfland. We lay at anchor 
Until the next morning, when the wind fhifted 
a few points in our favour, and enabled us to 
proceed fome miles farther on, to a place of 
greater fafety, (heltered by iflands on all fides i 
but beyond this the wind did not permit us to 
advance for three days^ It is very feldom that 
veflels bound from Fort Erie to any place on 
Detroit River accomplifli their voyage without 
ftopping amongft thefe iflands ; for the fame 
v/ind favourable for carrying them from the 
caftern to the weftern extremity of the lake 
will not waft them up the river. The river 
runs nearly in a fouth-weft direction ; its cur- 
rent is very ftrong ; and unlefs the wind blows ' 
• Vol. II. ' M frefli. 
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. frefh, and nearly in an oppofitc diredlion to it^ 
you cannot proceed. The navigation of Lake 
Erie, in general, is very uncertain ; and paffen- 
gers that crofs it in any of the. King's, or prin- 
cipal merchant veflels, are not only called upon 
to pay double the fum for their paflage, de- 
manded for that acrofs Lake Ontario, but an- 
chorage money befides, that isj a certain fum 
per diem as long as the vefTel remains wind 
bound at anchor in any harbour. The an- 
chorage money is about three dollars per day 
for each cabin palTenger. 

The iflands at the weftern end of the lake, 
which are of various fizes, lie very clofe to each 
other, and the fccnery amongft them is very 
pleafing. The largeft of them are not more 
than fourteen miles in circumference, and many 
would fcarcely be found to admeafure as many 
yards round. They are all covered with wood 
of fome kind or other, even to the very fmal- 
left. The larger iflands produce a variety of 
fine timber, amongft which are found oaks, 
hiccory trees, and red cedars ; the latter grow 
to a much larger fize than in any part of the 
neighbouring country, and they ar©- fent for 
even from the Britifti fetdements on Detroit 
River, forty miles diftant. None of thefc 
iflands are much elevated above the lake, nor 
are they diverfified with any rifing grounds ; 
inofl: of them, indeed, are as flat as if they had 
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been overflowed with Water, and in the interbr 
parts of fome of the latgcft of them there are 
cxtenfive ponds and marches. The firie timber, 
which thefe iflands produce, indicates that the 
foil muft be uncommonly fertile. Here arc 
found in great numbera, amongft the woods, 
racoons, and fquirrels; bears are alfo at times 
found upon fomc of the iflands during the win- 
ter fcafon, when the lake is frozen between 
the main land and the iflands ; but they do not 
remain continually, as the other animals do. 
All the iflands are dreadfully infefted with fer- 
pents> and on fome of them rattlefnakes are Co 
numerous, that in the height of fummer it is 
really dangerous to land : it was now late in 
September ; yet we had not been three minutes 
on ibore on Bafs Ifland, before feveral of thefe 
noxious reptiles were feen amongft the buflies, 
and a couple of them, of a large fize, were 
killed by the feamen. 

Two kinds of rattlefnakes are found in this 
part of the country; the one is of a deep brown 
colour, clouded with yellow, and is feldom 
met with more than thirty inches in length* 
It ufually frequents marches and low meadows, 
where it does great mifchief amongft cattle, 
which it bites moftly in the lips as they are 
grazing. The other fort is of a greenifti yellow 
colour, clouded with brown, and attains nearly 
twice the fize of the other. It is moft com- 
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monly found between three and four feet ia 
length, and as thick as the wrift of a large man« 
The rattlcfnake is much thicker in propor- 
tion to its length than any other fnake, and it 
is thickeft in the middle of the body, which 
approaches fomewhat to a triangular form, 
the belly being flat, and the back bone riling 
higher than any other part of the animal. The 
rattle, with which this ferpent is provided, is 
at the end of the tail ; it is ufually about half 
an inch in breadth, one quarter of an inch 
in thicknefs, and each joint about half an inch 
long. The joint confifts of a number of little 
cafes of a dry horny fubftance, inclofed one 
within another, and not only the outermoft of 
thefe little cafes articulates, with the outermoft 
cafe of the contiguous joint, but each cafe, even 
to the fmalleft one of all, at the infidc, is con- 
neiSed by a fort of joint with the correfpond- 
ing cafe in the next joint of the rattle. The 
little cafes or (hells lie ver^ loofely within 
one another, and the noife proceeds from their 
dry and hard coats ftriking one againft the 
other. • It is faid that the animal gains a frefli 
joint to its rattle every year ; of this, however, 
I have great doubts, for the largeft fnakes are 
frequently found to have the fewefl joints tp 
their rattles. A medical gentleman in the 
neighbourhood of Newmarket, behind the 
Blue Mountains, in Virginia, had a rattle in his 
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poffeffion, which contained no Icfs than thirty- 
two joints ; yet the fnake from which it wa§ 
taken fcarcely admeifured five feet; rattle- 
fnakes, however, of the fame kind, and in thq 
fame part of the country, have been found of 
a greater length with npt more than ten rattles, 
One of the fnakes, which we faw killed on Bafs 
Ifland, in Lake Erie, had no more than four 
joints in its rattle, and yet it was nearly four 
feet long. 

The Ikin of the rattlefnake, when the animal 
is wounded, or otherwife enraged, exhibits a 
variety of beautiful tints, never feen at any 
other time. It is not with the teeth which 
the rattlefnake ufes for ordinary purpofes that . 
it flrikes its enemy, but with two long crookecj 
fangs in the upper jaw, wjiich point down the 
throat. When about to ufe thefe fangs, i^ 
rears itfelf up as much as pofTible, throws baclj: 
its head, drops its under jaw, and fpringing 
forward upon its tail, endeavours to hook itfelf 
as it were upon its enemy. In order to raife 
itfelf on its tail it coils itfelf up previoufly in a 
fpkal line, with the head in the middle. It 
cannot fpring farther forward than about halif 
its own length. 

The flefh of the rattlefnake is as white as 
the mofl delicate fifh, and is much efleemed 
by thofe who are not prevented from tafting 
it by prejudice. The foup made from it is 
iaid to be delicious, and very nourifhing. 
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In my rambles about the iflands under 
v^hich we lay at anchor, I found many fpeci- 
mensof the cxuvise of thefe fnakes, which, in 
the opinion of the country people of Upper 
Canada, are very efficacious in the cure of the 
rheumatifm, when laid over the part afflivfted, 
and faftened down with a bandage. The body 
of the rattlefnake dried to a cinder over the 
fire, and then finely pulverifed, and infufed 
in a certain portion of brandy, is alfo fald to be 
a never failing remedy againft that diforder. I 
converfed with many people who had made ufe 
of this medicine, and they were firmly perfuad- 
cd that they were indebted to it for a fpeedy 
cure. The liquor is taken inwardly, in the 
quantity of a wine glafs full at once, about three 
times a day. No efFeft, more than from tak- 
ing plain brandy, is perceived from taking this 
medicine on the firft day ; but at the end of 
the fccond day the body of the patient becomes 
fuifufcd with a cold fweat, every one of his 
joints grow painful, and his limbs become 
feeble, and fcarcely able to fupport him ; he 
grows worfe and worfe for a day or two i but 
perfcvering in the ufe of the medicine for a 
few days, he gradually lofes his pains, and re- 
covers his wonted ftrength of body. 

Many different kinds of ferpents befides 
rattlefnakes afe found on thefe iflands in Lake 
Erie. I killed fevcral totally different froni 
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any that I had ever met with in any other part 
of the country ; amongft the number was one 
which I was informed was venomous in the 
highcft degree : it wa's fomewhat more than 
three feet in length ; its back was perfe<5Hy ^ 
black ; its belly a vivid orange, I found it 
amongft the rocks on Middle Ifland, and on 
being wounded in the tail, it turned about 
to defend itfelf with inconceivable fury. Mr. 
Carver tells of a ferpent that is peculiar to thefe 
iflands, called thc^^hiffing fnake : " It is," fays 
he, *f of the fmall fpccklcd kind, and about 
" eighteen inches long* When any thing ap- 
'^ proaches it, it flattens itfelf in a moment, 
*f and its fpots, which are of various dyes, 
*' become vifibly brighter through rage 5 at the 
** fame time it blows from its mouth with 
** great force a fubtile wind that is reported to 
*' be ofanaufeous fmell, and if drawn in with 
•^ the breath of the unwary traveller will in- 
*' fallibly bring on a decline, that in a few 
** months muft prove mortal, there being no 
*^ remedy yet difcovered which can counteraft 
" its baneful influence," Mr. Carver docs not 
inform us of his having himfelf feen this fnake; 
I am tempted, therefore, to imagine, that he 
has been impofed upon, and that the whole 
account he has given of it is fabulous. I made 
very particular enquiries refpeding the ex- 
iftence of fuch a fnake, from thofe perfons who 
• M 4 wcrq 
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were in the habit of touching at thefe iflands^ 
and neither they nor any other pcrfon I met 
with in the country had ever feen or heard of 
fuch a fnake, except in Mr. Carver's Travels. 
Were* a traveller to believe all the ftories re- 
fpe(fling fnakes that are current in the country^ 
he mufl believe that there is fuch a fnake as 
the whip fnakci which, as it is faid> purfues 
cattle th]:ough the woods and meadows, la(h« 
ing them with its tail, till overcome with the 
fatigue of running they drop hreathlefs to the 
ground, when it preys upon their flefli; he 
muflalfo believe that there is fuch a fnake as^ 
the hoop fnake, which has. the power of fix- 
ing its tail firmly in a certain cavity infide of 
its mouth, and theii of rolling itfelf forward 
like a hoop or wheel with fuch wonderful ve- 
locity that neither man nor beafl can pofixbly 
efcape from its devouring jaws. 

The ponds and marfties in the interior parts 
of thefe iflands abound with ducks and other 
wild fowl, and the (hores fwarm with gulls. A 
few fmall birds are found in the woods 3 but 
I faw none amongft them that were re- 
markable either for their fong or plumage. 

At fun-fet, on the laft day of September, wc . 
left the i^andsi and the next morning entered 
Detroit River. The river, at its mouth, is 
about five miles wide, and continues nearly the 
fame breadth for a confiderable diflance. ThQ 
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fhores are of a moderate height, and thickly 
wopded; but there was nothing particularly 
interefting in the profpedl till we arrived withia 
four or five miles of the new Britifli poft. 
Here the banks appeared diverfified with Indian 
encampments and villages, and beyond them 
the Britifli fettlements were feen to great ad- 
vantage. Thje river was crowded with Indian 
canoes and bateaux, and feveral pleafure boats 
belonging to the officers of the garrifon, and to 
the traders, that had come but in expeftation 
of meeting us, were feen cruizing about back- 
wards and forwards. The two other veflela of 
war, which we had left behind us at Fort 
Erie, as well as the trading vefTels, had over- • 
taken us jult as we entered the river, and we all 
failed up together with every bit of canvafs, 
that we could mufter, full fpread. The day 
was uncommonly clear, and the fcene alto- 
gether was pleafing and interefting-. 

The other v^iTels proceeded up the river to 
the Britiih poft; but ours, which was ladea 
with prefents for the Indians^ caft anchor op- 
poiite to the habitation of the gentleman ia 
the Indian department, whom I before men- 
tioned, which was iituated in the diftrid of 
Maiden. He gave us a moft cordial invita- 
tion to ftay at his houfe wliilft we (houid re- 
main in this part of the country ; we gladly 
accepted of it^ and accordingly went with him 
on ihore* 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

Defcrtptton of the Difir IB of Maiden. — EJla-- 
blijloment of a new Britifh Pojl there. — IJland 
of Bois Blanc. — Difference between the BritiJI^ 
and Americans reJpeSlingthe Right ofPoffef^ 
Jioh. — Block Houfesy how conJiruSled. — Cap^ 
tain £— *i Farm. — Indians. -^Def crip t ion of 
Detroit River, and the Country bordering 
upon it. — Town of Detroit. — Head garters 
qf. the American Army. — Offcers of the 
Wejlern Army. — -Unfuccefsful Attempt of the 
Americans to imprefs upon the Minds of the 
Indians an Idea of their (jonfequence. — Of 
the Country round Detroit. — Doubts con^ 
cerning our Route back to Philadelphia. — 
Determine to go by Prefqu Ifle. — Depar^ 
turefrom Detroit. 

Maiden, Oftobcr. 

T\/r A L D E N is a diftridl of confiderablc ex- 
^^^ tent, fituated on the eaftern fide of De- 
troit River, about eighteen miles below the 
town of Detroit. At the lower end of the 
diftrid: there are but few houfes, ar^d thefc 
ftand very widely afunder i but at the upper 
end, bordering upon the river, and adjoining ^ 
to the new Britifh pofl that* has been efta- 
blifhed fince the evacuation of Detroit, a little 

town 
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town has been laid out, which already contains 
more than twenty houfes, and is rapidly in- 
crcafing. Hither feveral of the traders have 
removed who formerly refided at Detroit. 
This little tov^'n. has as yet received no par- 
ticular name, neither has the new poft, but they 
merely go under the name of the new Britifh 
poft and town near the ifland of Bois-Blanc^ 
an ifland in thd river near two miles in length, 
and half a mile in breadth, that lies oppofice 
to Maiden. 

When the evacuation of Detroit was firft 
talked of, the ifland was looked to as an eli- 
gible fituation for the new poft, and orders 
were feut to purchafe it from the Indians, and 
to take poflTeflion of it in the name of his 
Britannic Majcfty, Accordingly a party of 
troops went down for that purpofe from De- 
troit; they erefted a fmall block houfe on the 
northern extremity of it, and left a ferjeant's 
guard there for its defence. . Preparations 
were afterwards making for building a fort on 
it; but in the mean time a warm remon- 
ftrancc againfl: fuch proceedings came from 
the government of the United States *, who 

iniifl;ed 

* Notwithftanding that the government of the United States 
has thought it incumbent upon itfelf to remonilrate againtk 
pur taking pofTeilion of this ifland, and thus to difpute every 
inch of ground refpcAing the right to which there could not be 
}he fmalleft doubt, yet the generality of the people of the 

States 
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infifted upon it that the iiland was not within 
the limits of the British dominions. The 

point. 

States affed to talk of every fuch ftop as idle and nnnecer- 
far/y inafmach as they are fully perTuaded, in their own mindsj 
that all the Brkifh dominions in North America muft, fooner or 
later, become a part of their empire. Thus Mr. Imlay, in his 
account of the north wetlern territory : <* It is certain, that as 
^ the country has been more opened in America, and thereby 
** the rays of the fun have a6led more powerfully upon the 
'■ earth, thefe benefits have tended greatly tofoften the winter 
** feafon; fo that peopling Canada, for which we are much 
^ obliged to you, is a double advantage^ to us. Firft, it is fet- 
^ tling and populating a country that muft, iboner or later, 
' f* from the natural order of things, become aj part of our em« 
** pire; and fecondly, it is immediately meliorating the di- 
<' mate of the northern iiaC0s," &c. 

The greateft empires that have ever appeared on the hzt of 
the globe have diflblved in the courfe of time, and no one ac- 
quainted with hiHoiy will, I uke it fbr granted, prefume to 
fay that the extended empire of Britain, all powerful as it is at 
prefent, is fo much more clofely knit together than any other 
empire ever was before it, that it can never fall afunder ; Ca- 
nada, I therefore fuppofe, may, with revolving years, be dis* 
jointed from the mother country, as well as her other cdonies; 
but whenever that period fhall arrive^ which I truft is far diftant, 
I am humbly of opinion that it will not form an additional 
knot in that esptenfive union of dates which at prefent fabfift 
on ' the continent of North America ; indeed, were the Bri- 
tifh dominions in North America to be dififevered from the 
other members of the empire the enfuing year, I am ftilt tempted 
to imagine that they would not become linked with the pro* 
fent federal American ilates, and for the following reafons : 

Firft, becaufe the conftitution of the federal ibtes, which is 
the bond that holds them together, is not calculated for fuch a 
large territory as that which the prefent flates, together with 
fuch an addition, would conftitute. 

The conflitution of the flates is that of the people, who, 
through their refpe^ive reprefentativcs aflembled together at 
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point, It was found, would admit of feme dif- 
pute, and as it could not be determined imme-» 

diately, 

fome one place, mail decide upon every meafure that is to be 
taken for the public weal. This place, it is evident, ought 
in joftice to be as central as poffible to every ftate ; the ne« 
Cfffity, indeed, of having the place fo fituated has been mani- 
fefted in the building of the new federal city. Were it not 
for this ftep, many of the moft enlightened charadlers in the 
ftates have given it as their opinion, that the union could not 
have remained many years entire, for the dates To far removed 
from the feat of the legiflature, before the new city was founded, 
had complained giievoufly of the diftance which their delegates 
liad to travel to meet congrefs, and had begun to talk of the 
seceffity of ar feparation of the dates : and now, on the other 
hand, that a central fpot has been fixed upon, thofe dates to the 
northward, conveniently fituated to Philadelphia, the prefent 
feat of th^e federal government,, fay that the new city will be fo 
far removed from them, that the fending of delegates thither 
will be highly inconvenient to them, and fo much fo, as to 
call for a feparation of the union on their part. In a former 
letter I^fbited the various opinions that were entertained by the 
people of the United States on this fnbjed, and I endeavoured 
to fhew that the feat of congrefs would be removed to the new 
federal city without endangering a partition of the flates ; but 
I am fully perfuaded, that were Canada to become an indepen- 
dent fbtte, and a place were to be fixed on central to all 'the 
^tes, fuppofing her to be one, that neither fhe, nor the (late at 
the remote oppoftte end, would long continue, if they ever did 
fttbmit, to fend their delegates to i place fo far removed, that 
it would require more than a fourth part of the year for them 
(the delegates) to travel, even with the utmoft poflible ex- 
pediiioD, backward and forward, between the diftridk which 
they reprefented and the feat of congrefs. 

Secondly, I think the two Canadas will never become con- 
neded with the prefent dates,* becaufe the people of thefe 
provinces, and thofe of the adjoining dates, are not formed for 
a clofe intimacy with each other. 

The bulk of the people of Upper Canada are refugees^ whd 

were 
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diately, the plan of building the fort was re- 
linquiOied for the time^ The block houfe pn 

the 

were driven from the ftates by the perfecutidn of the re-< 
irablican party ; and though the thirteen years which have 
pafled ove£ have nearly extinguifhsd every fpark of refent- 
ment againft the Ainerioanf in the breads of the people of 
England, yet this is by no means the cafe in Upper Canada ; 
it is there common to hear, even from the children of the re* 
fugees, the mod g'rofs inve£kive3 poured out againil the people 
of the ftatcs; and the people ofthefronder ilates, in their 
turn, are as violent againd the refugees and their poderity } 
and, indeed, whiid Canada forms a part of the Britiih empire, 
lam inclined, from what I have feen and heard in travelling 
through th^ country, to think that this fpirit will not die away« 
In Lower Canada the fame acrimonious temper of mind is not 
obfervable amongft the people, excepting indeed in thofe fe\iir 
parts of the country where the inhabited parts of the fUtes 
approach clofely to thofe of the province; but here appears, 
to be a general difmclination amongd the inhabitants to have 
any political connexion with the people of the fUtes» and the 
French Canadians aded to hold them in the greateft con^ 
tempt. Added to this, the prevalent language of the lower 
province, which has remained the fame for almod forty years, 
notvvithdanding the great pains that have been taken to 
change it^ and which is therefore likely to remain fo dill, is an- 
other obdacle in the way of any clofe connexion between the 
people of the lower province and thofe of the dates. Even 
in conducing the affairs of the provincial legifjative afTembly, 
notwithdanding that mod of tlie EngliHi inJiabitants are well 
acquainted with the French language, yet a coniiderable de- 
gree of difficulty is experienced from the generality of the 
French delegates being totally ignorant of the Englidi Ian* 
guage, which, as I have already mentioned, they have an un- 
Cjonquerable averfion againd learning. 

Thirdly, I think the Britidi dominions in North America 
will never be annexed to thofe of the dates, becaui'e they are 
Iby nature formed for condituting a feparat^ independent terri- 
lory. 

At 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



REMARKS. i;; 

the ifland^ however, flill Kmdns guarded, and 
poilcffion will be kept of it until the matter in 

diipute 

At Yi'^^^snt the boundary line between the Britifh domL* 
nions and the States rons along the river St. Croix, thence 
along the high lands bordering upon New England till it meets 
the fort}'-fifth parallel of north ladtade, and afterwards along 
the faid parallel until it flrikes the River St. Lawrence, or Ca* 
taragui, or Iroquois. Now the dominions fouth of the St. Law- 
rence are evidently not feparated from the United States b^ 
any bold determinate boundary line; I therefore fuppofe that 
they may, in fome manner, be connected with them; bat the 
country to the northward, bounded on the north by Hudfon's 
Bay, on the eafl by the ocean, on the fouth and weft by the St. 
Lawrence, and that vaft chain of lakes which extends to the 
weftward, is feparated from the United States by one of the 
mod remarkable boundary lines that is to be found on the face 
of the globe between any two countries on the fame conti- 
nent ; and from being bounded in fuch a remarkable man- 
ner, and thus detached as it were by nature from the other 
parts of the continent, it appears to me that it is calculated 
for forming a diftind feparate flate, or diftind union of ftate$» 
from the prefent American federal Hates ; that is, fuppofing» 
with the revolutions of time, that this arm of the Britifh em- 
pire fliould be fome time or other lopped off. I confefs it ap- 
pears ftiange to me^ that any perfon ihould fuppofe^ after- 
looking attentively over a map of North America, that the 
Britifh dominions, fo extenfive and fo unconne6led with them, 
could ever become joined in a political union with the prefent 
federal ftates on the continent. There id more re^on to 
imagine that the Floridas^ and the Spanifh pofTefCcns to the 
eaftof the MifEflippi, will be united therewith; for as the 
rivers which flow through the Spanifh dominions are the only 
channels whereby the people of fome of the weftem ffaitet 
can convey the produce of their own country to the ocean 
with convenience, it is natural to fuppofe that the people of 
thefe ftates will be anxious* to gain pofleffion of thefe rivers, 
for which purpofe they muft pofTefs themfelves of the country 
through which they pafs^ But there are certain bounds, be- 
yond 
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difpute be adjudged by the comfniflioners ap** 
pointed, purfuant to the late treaty, for the 
purpofe of determining the exad: boundaries 
of the Britifli dominions in this part of the 
continent, which were by no means clearly af- 
ccrtairted by the definitive treaty of peace 
between the States and Great Britain. 

In this particular inftance the difpute arifes 
rcfpefting the true meaning of certain words 
of the treaty. ** The boundary line,** it fays, 
•* is to run through the middle of Lake Erie 
*' until it arrive at the water communication 
•f between that lake and Lake Huron ^ thence 
** along the middle of the faid water commu-- 
•? nication." The people of the States con-^ 
ftrue the middle of the water communication 
to be the middle of the moft approved and 
moft frequented channel of the river; we, on 
the contrary, conftrue it to be the middle of 
the river, provided there is a tolerable channel 
on each fide. Now the ifland of Bois Blanc 
clearly lies between the middle of the river 
and the Britifh main; but then the deepeft 
and moft approved channel for (hips of burthen 
is between the ifland and the Britifh (hore. la 

yond which a reprefentative government cannot extend, and 
the ocean on the eaft and fouth, the S't< Lawrence and the lakes 
on the north, and the Miffiffippi on the weft, certainly appear 
to fet bounds to the jurifdidion of the government of the 
United States, if indeed it can extend even'fo far. 

8 our 
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our acceptation of the word, therefore, the 
iiland unqueilionably belongs to us; in that 
of the people of the States, to them. It 
appears to me, that our claim in this inftance, 
is certainly the moft juft; for although the 
beft and moft commodious channel be on 
our lide, yet the channel on the oppofite fide 
of the^ jfland is fufficiently deep to admit 
through it, with perfedl fafety, the largeft of 
the veflels at prefent on the lakes, and in-- 
deed as large vefTels as are deemed fuitable for 
this navigation. 

Plans for a fort on the main land, and for one 
on the iiland of Bois Blanc, have been drawn; 
but as only the one fort will be ereded^ the 
building of it is poftponed until it is deter* 
mined to whom the ifland belongs : if within 
the Britifh dominions, the fort will be ereded 
on the iiland, as there is a ilill more advan- 
tageous pofition for one there than on the main 
land ; in the mean time a large block houie, 
capable of accommodating, in every refpeft 
comfortably, one hundred men and ofEcers, 
has been erected on the main land, around 
which about four acres or more of ground 
have been referved for . his Majeily's ufe, in 
cafe the fort ihould not be built on the 
iiland. 

A block houfe, which I have fo frequently 
mentioned, is a building, whofe 'walls are 

Vol. II. N formed 
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formed of thick fquare pieces of timber. 
It is ufually built two ftories high, in which 
cafe the upper (lory is made to projedl about 
two or three feet beyond the walls of the 
lower one, and loop holes arc left in the 
floor rwind the edge of it, Co that if an at- 
tempt were made to ftorm the houfe, the gar- 
rifon could fire diredtly down upon the heads 
of the afTailants. Loop holes are left alfo in 
various parts of the walls, fomc of which are 
formed, as is the cafe at this new block 'houfe 
at Maiden, of a fize fufficient to admit a fmall 
cannon to be fired through themt The loop 
holes are furnifhed with large wooden ftop- 
pers or wedges, which in the winter feafon, 
when there is no danger of an attack, are put 
in, and the interftices clofely caulked> to guard 
againft the cold; and indeed, to render the 
houfe warm, they are obliged to take no fmall 
pains in caulking the feams between the tim- 
ber in every part. A block houfe, built on 
the moft approved plan, is fo conftrudled, that 
if one half of it were (hot away, the other 
half would (land firm. Each piece of tim- 
ber in the toof and walls is jointed in fuch 
a manner as to be rendered independent of 
the next piece to it; one wall is independent 
of the next wall, and the roof is in a great 
meafure independent of all of them, fo that if 
a piece of artillery were played upon the houfe, 

that 
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that bit of timber alone kgainft which thb* 
ball Aruck would be difplaced, and every 
other one would remain uninjured. A block 
houfe is proof againft the heavieft fire of miif-' 
qUetrji As thefe houfes may be erefted in a 
very (hort time> and as there is fuch an abun- 
dance of tiniber in every part of the country, 
wherewith to build them, they are * met with 
in North America at almoil: every military 
Out-poft, and indeed in almoft every fortrefs 
throughout the country. There are feveral in 
the upper town of Quebec. 

Amongft the fcattered houfes at the lower 
end of the diftrift of Maiden, there are feve- 
ral of a refpeftable appearance, and the farms 
adjoining to them are very confiderable. The 

farm belonging to our friend, Captain E , 

under whofe roof we tarry, contains no lefs 
than two thoufand acres. A very large part 
of it is cleared, and it is cultivated in a ftyle 
which would not be thought meanly of even 
in England. His houfe, which is the beft in 
the whole diftridl, is agreeably fituated, at the 
difliance of about two hundred yards from 
the river ; there is a full view of the river, 
and of the ifland of Bois Blanc, from the 
parlour windows, and the fcene is continually 
enlivened by the number of Indian canoes 
that pafs and repaft before it. In front of 
Ihe houfe there is a neat little lawn, paled in, 

N 2 and 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iSq travels through lower CANADA: 

and ornamented with clumps of tree^^ at the 
bottom of which» not far from the water^ 
ftands a large Indian wigwam^ called the 
council houfe^ in which the Indians are aiSem- 
bled whenever there are any affairs of impor-- 
tance to be tranfaded between them and the 
^officers in the Indian department. Great 
numbers of jtheie people come from the ifland 
of Bois BlanCy where no lefs than five hundred 
&milies of them are encamped^ to vifit us 
daily; and we in our turn go frequently to 
the ifland, to have an opportunity of ob« 
ferving their native manners and cuftoms. 

Our friend has told them, that we have 
croiTed the big lake, the Atlantic, on purpoie 
to come and fee them* This circumftance has 
given them a very favourable opinion of us; 
,they approve highly of the undertaking, and 
fay that we have employed our time to a good 
purpofe. No people on earth have a higher 
opinion of their own confequence; indeed^ 
they eftcem themfelves fuperior to every other 
race of men. 

We remained for a (hort time in Maiden, 
and then fet off for Detroit in a neat little 
pleafure boat, which one of the traders oblig* 
ingly lent to us. The river between the two 
places varies in breadth from two miles to half 
a mile. The banks are moftly very low, and 
in fome places large marihes extend along the 

fhorcs. 
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&orc9, and far up into the country • The 
ihores are adorned with rich timber of various 
kinds^ and bordering lipon the marfhes, where 
the trees have full fcope tp extend their 
branches, the woodland fcenery is very fine« 
Amidft the marches, the river takes fome very 
coniiderable bends» and it is diverfified at the 
fame time with feveral large iflands, which oc^ 
caiioa a great diveirfity of profpedt. 

Beyond Maiden no houfes are to be leen on 
either fide of the river, except indeed the few 
miferable little huts in the Indian villages, until 
yoa xrpme within four miles or thereabouts of 
DetroiL Here the fettlements are very nume- 
rous on both fides, but particularly on that be- 
lon^g to the fiiits£h. The country abounds 
with peach, apple, and cherry orchards, the 
richeft I ever beheld ; in many of them the 
trees, loaded with large apples of various dyes» 
appeared bent down iiito the very water. They 
have many difierent forts of excellent apples 
in this part of the country, but there is one far 
fuperior to all the reft, and which is held in 
great eftimation, called the pomme caille. I 
do not recoiled to have feen it in any other 
part of the world, though doubtlefs it is not 
peculiar to this neighbourhood. It is of 
an pctraordinary large' fize, and deep red 
colour ; not confined merely to the fkin, but 
extending to the very core of the; apple : if the 
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fkin be taken off dfelkately/the fruit appears 
nearly as red as when entire. We dould not 
refift the' temptation of ftopping at the firft of 
thefe orchards we came^to^ and for i few pence 
we were allowed to lade our boat with as 
much fruit as we could well carry away. The 
peaches were nearly out of feafon now, but 
from the few I tifted, I fhould fuppofe -that 
they were of a good kihd^ far fuperior in 
flavour, iize, and juicinpfs to ^thofe comro^taly 
met with in the orchards of the middle Jtatcs.. * 
-The boufesin this part of the country are 
all built in a fimilar ftyle. to thofo in. Lower 
Canada ; the lands are laid out and cukivated 
alfo 'fimilarly td'thofe in the lower province ; 
the mannei)s«and perfons of the inhabitants are 
die iame$ • Fanch-is the predoaiinant language, 
and the traVeligfr may fancy for a moment, if 
be pleafes,th6t he has been wa&ed by enchant- 
ment back again into thie: neighbourhood of 
Montreal or Three Rivers. . .AH the principal 
ports throughout the wcftem country, along 
the lakes, the Ohio, the . Illinois, &c. were 
cftabliflied by the French ; .rbut, except at 
Detroit and in the neighbourlwod, and in the 
Illinois count!ry, the Frenfch fettlers have 
become fo blended with die ^greater number 
Who (poke Englifb, that th^ir language has 
tWry where died away. ^ 
'^ ' - ' Detroit 
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. Detroit contains about three hundred houfes> 
and is the largeft town in the weflern country* 
It fjtands contiguous to the river, on the top of 
the banks, which are here about twenty feet. 
high. At the bottom of them there are very 
extenfive wharfs for tjie accommodation of the 
ihippi^g, built of wood, fimilar to thofe in the 
Atlantic fca-ports. The town confifts of fe- 
veral ftreets that run parallel to the river, 
which are iDterfecSed by others at right angles. 
They are all yery narrow, and not being paved, 
dirty in the extreme whenevej it happens to 
rain : for the accommodation of paffengers, 
however, there are footways in mofl of them, 
formed of fquare logs, laid ti-anfverfely clofe 
to each other. The town is furrounded by 
a ftrong ftofckade,, through which there are 
four gates ; two of .them open to the wharfs, 
and the two others to the north and fouth fide 
of the town refpedively. The gates are de- 
fended by ftrong block houfes, and on the weft 
fide of the towp is a fmall fort in form of a 
fquare, with baliions a;t the angles. At each 
of the corners of this fort is planted a fmall 
field-piece ; and thefe conftitute the whole of 
the ordnance at prefent in the place. The 
Britifti, kept a confiderable train of artillery 
herq^hut the place wa.s .never cap^bjie of hold- 
ing out for any length of time againft a regular 
force: the fortifications, indeed, were con- 
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ftru&ed chiefly as a defence agairifl the In--^ 
dians. 

Detroit is at prefent the head-quarters of the 
weftern army of the States ; the garrifon con- 
fifts of three hundred men^ who are quartered 
in barracks* Very little attention is paid by 
the officers to the minutiae of difcipline^ fo 
that however well the men may have acquitted 
themfelves in the fields they make but k poor 
appearance on parade. The belles of the town 
ire quite au defefpoir at the late departure 
of the Britiih troops ; though the Anierican 
officers tell them they have no reafon to be 
fo, as they will find them much more fenfible 
agreeable men than the Britiih officers when 
they know them; a ftyle of converfation, 
which, ftrange as it may appear to us, is yet 
Aot at all uncommon amongft them. Three 
months, however, have not altered the firft 
opinion of the ladies. I cannot better give you 
an idea of the unpolifhed, coarfe, difcordant 
manners of the generality of the officers of the 
Mreftern army of the States, than by telling 
you, that they cannot agree fufficiently amongit 
themfelves to form a regimental mefs ; re- 
peated attempts have been made fince their 
arrival at Detroit to eftablifh one, but their 
frequent quarrels would never fujfferit to re- 
main permanent. A duellifl and an officer of 
the weftern army were nearly iynonimous 
4 terms 
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terms^ at one period, in the United States, 
owing to the very great number of duels that 
took place amongit them when cantoned at 
Grenville. 

About two thirds of the inhabitants of De- 
troit are of French extraction, and the greater 
part of the inhabitants of the fettlements on 
the river, both above and below the town, are 
of the fame defcription. The forfner are 
moftly engaged in trade, and they all appear 
to be much on an equality.^ Detroit is a 
place of very confiderable trade ; there are no 
lefs than twelve trading velTels belonging to it, 
brigs^ floops, and fchooners, of from fifty to 
one hundred tons burthen each« The inland 
navigation in this quarter is indeed very ex- 
tenfive. Lake Erie, three hundred miles in 
length, being open to veflels belonging to the 
port, on the one fide; and lakes Michigan 
and Huron, the firfl upwards of two hundred 
miles in length, and fixty in breadth, and the 
iecond, no lefs than one thouiand miles in cir<* 
cumference, on the oppofite fide ; not to fpeak 
of Lake St. Clair and Detroit River, which 
conned: thefe former lakes together, or of the 
many large rivers which fall into them. The 
ftores and fhops in the town are well furnifbed, 
and you may buy fine cloth, linen, &c. and 
every article of wearing apparel, as good in 
iheir kind, and nearly oii as reafonable terms, 

as 
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9S you can purchdfe them at. New York or 
Philadclphi». ,\ . 

The inhabitant* are Well fupplied with pro- 
vifions of every defcription ; the fiih in par- 
ticular, caught in the river and neighbouring 
lakes, are of a very fuperior quality. The fHh 
hold in moft eftirngtipn is a fort of large trout, 
called the Michillimakinac white fifh, from 
its being caught moftly in the ilraits of that 
napie.^ The inhabitants of Detroit and the 
neighbouring country, however, though they 
have provifions in plenty, are frequjently much 
diftreffed for one very neceilary CQ4>comitant, 
namely, fait. Until within a fliort tirne.paft 
they had no fait but what was brought from 
Europe j but fait fprings have been diicoyercd 
in various parts of the. country, from, which 
they arc how beginning to manufa<fture that 
article for themfelves. The beft and moft 
pro&table of the fprings are retained in the 
hands of government, and the .profits arifing 
from the fale of the fait are to be paid into the 
treafury of the province. Thrqughout the 
weftern country they procure their fait from 
fprings, fome of which throw up Sufficient 
water to yield fcveral hundred biifliels in the 
CQurfe of one week. 

There is a large Roman catholic church in 
jthe town of Detroit, and another on the op- 
pofite fide, called the Huron church, from its 

having 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



D E T H O I f . 1S7, 

having been devoted to the ufe of the Huron 
Indians. The ftreets of Detroit are generally, 
crowded with Indians of one tribe or other, 
and amongft them you fee numberlefs old 
fquaws leading about their daughters, ever 
ready to difpofc of theoi, pro tempore, to the 
higheft bidder. At night all the Indians, ex-» 
cept fuch as get admittance, in to private houfes^ 
and remain there quietly, are- turned out of the, 
town, and the gates fhut upon them. _ 

The American officers here, have endeavour*: 
cd to their utmoft to imprefs upon the minds 
of the Indiana an idea of their own fuperiority 
over the Britiih; but as they are very tardy in 
giving thefq people any prefents, they do. not: 
pay much attention to their words. General 
Wayne, from continually promifing. them 
prefents, but at the fame, time always poft- 
poning the delivery when they !comc to a(k for 
them, has (ignificantly been nicknamed by 
them, General Wabang, that is General To- 
morrow. 

The country around Detroit is very much 
cleared, and fo likewife is that on the Britifh 
fide of the river for a confiderable way above 
the town. The fettlements extend nearly as 
far as Lake Huron; but beyond the River. La. 
Trenche, which falls into Lake St. Clair, they 
are fcattered very thinly along the fhores. The 
banks of the River La Trenche, or Thames, 

a« 
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as it IS now called, are increaiing very faft 
in population, as I before mentioned, owing to 
the great emigration thither of people from 
the neighbourhood-of Niagara, and of Detroit 
alio fince it has been evacuated by the Britifhl 
We' ma4e an excurfion, one morning, in our 
little boat as far as Lake St. Clair, but met 
with nothing, either amongft the inhabitants, 
or in the face of the countiy, particularly de- 
ferving of mention. The country round De- 
troit is uncommonly flat, and in none of the 
rivers is there a fall fufficient to turn even a 
grift milK The current of Detroit River it- 
felf is ftronger than that of any others, and 
a floating mill w&s once invented by a French- 
man, which was chained in the middle of that 
river, where it was thought the ftream would 
be fufficiently fwift.to turn the water wheel : 
the building of it was attended with confider-* 
able expence to the inhabitants, but after it 
was finiflied it by no means anfwered their 
expedations. They grind their corn at pre- 
fent by wind mills, which I do not remem- 
ber to have feen in any other part of North 
America. 

The foil of the country bordering upon De- 
troit River is rich though light, and it pro- 
duces good * crops both of Indian corn and 
wheat. The climate is much more healthy 
than that of the country in the neighbourhood 

of 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



REMARKS. 189 

of Niagara River;, intermittent fevers how- 
ever are by no means uncommon diforders. 
The fummers are intenfely hot, Fahrenheit's 
thermometer often rifing above loo; yet a 
winter feldom paffes over but what fnow re- 
mains on the ground for two or three pionths* 

Whilft we remained at Detroit, we had to 
determine upon a poiht of fome moment to us 
travellers, namely, upon the route by which to 
return back towards the Atlantic. None of us 
felt much inclined to crofs the lake again to 
Fort Erie, we at once therefore laid afide all 
thoughts of returning that way. Two other 
routes then prefented themfelves for our con- 
fideration ; the one was to proceed by land 
from Detroit, through the north weftern ter- 
ritory of the United States, as far as the head 
waters of fome one of the rivers which fell 
into the Ohio, having reached which, we might 
afterwards have proceeded upwards or down- 
wards, as we found moflrcxpedient : the other 
was to crofs by water to Prefqu* Ifle, on the 
fouth fide of Lake Erie, and thence go down 
French Creek and the Alleghany River, as far 
as Pittiburgh on the Ohio, where being ar- 
rived we fhould likewife have had the choice 
of defcending the Ohio and Miffiffippi, or of 
going on to Philadelphia, through Penniyl- 
vania, according as we fhould find circum- 
ftances moft convenient. The firfl of thefe 
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routes was moil fuited to our iaclination^ but 
we foon found that we muft give over all 
thoughts of proceeding by it. The way to 
have proceeded would have been to fet out on 
horfeback, taking with us fufficient provifions 
to laft for a journey through a foreft of up- 
wards of two hundred miles in length, and 
trufting our horfes to the food which they 
could pick up for themfelves amongft the 
bufhes. There was no poffibility of procuring 
horfes, however, for hire at Detroit or in the 
neighbourhood, and bad we purchafed them, 
which could not have been done but at a moft 
exorbitant price, we (hould have found it a 
difficult matter perhaps to have got rid of them 
when we had ended our land journey, unlefs 
indeed we chofe to turn them adrift in the 
woods, which would not have been perfedtly 
fuitable to our finances. But independent of 
.this confideration there was another obftacle in 
our way, and that was the difficulty of procur- 
ing guides. The Indians were all preparing 
to fet out on their hunting excurfions,and had 
we even been^able to have procured a party 
of them for an efcort, there would have been 
fome rifk, we were told, of their deferting 
us before we reached our journey's- end. If 
they fell in on their journey with a hunting 
party that had been very fuccefsful ; if they 
came to a place where there was great abund- 
ance 
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ance of game ; or, in fliort, if we did not pro- 
ceed juft according to their fancy, impatient 
of every reftraint, and without caring in the 
leaft for the hire we had promifed them, they 
would, perhaps, leave us in the whim of mo- 
ment to fhift for burfelves in the woods, a Situa- 
tion we had no defire to fee ourfelves reduced 
to : we determined therefore to proceed by 
Prcfqu' Ifle. But now another difficulty arofe, 
namely, how we were to get there : a fmall ' 
vcffel, a very unnfual circumftance indeed, was 
juft about to fail, but it was fo crowded with 
paflengcrs, that' there was not a fingle birth 
vacant, and moreover, if there had been, we 
did not wifli to depart fo abruptly from this 
part of the country. One of the principal 
traders, however, at Detroit, to whom we had 
carried letters, foon accommodated matters to 
our fatisfadtion, by promifing to give orders to 
the maftcr of one of the lake veflels, of which 
he was in part owner, to land us at that place. 
The veflel was to fail in a fortnight ; we im- 
mediately therefore feciired a paflage in her, 
and having fettled with the mafter that he 
{hould call for us at Maiden, we fet off once 
more for that place in our little boat, and in a 
few hours, from the tinie we quitted De-troit, 
arrived there. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Prefents delivered to the Indians on the Part of 
the Britijh Government. — Mode of dijiribut^ 
ing them. — Keajons why gtven.-^fFiat is the 
beft Method of conciliating the goodwill of the 
Indians.^-^JJttle pains taken by the Americans 
to keep up a good VnderfianSng with the In- 
dians. — Confequences thereof. — War between 
the Americans andlndians.-^A brief Account 
of it. — Peace concluded by General fFayne.-^ 
Not likely to remain permanent. — Why. — In^ 
dian Manner of making Peace defcribed. 

Maiden, Oaober. 

A DJOINING to our friend's houfc at 
** ^ Maiden ftands an extenfive range of ftore- 
Jbftpufes, for the reception of the prefents yearly 
a^e by government to the Indians in this part 
61 the country, in which feveral clerks are 
kept conilantly employed. Before we had 
been long at Maiden we had an opportunity of 
feeing fome of the prefents delivered out, A 
number of chiefs of different tribes had pre- 
vioufly come to our friend, who is at the head 
of the department in this quarter, and had 
given to him, each, a bundle of little bits of 
cedar wood, about the tbicknefs of a fmall 
pocket book pencil, to remind him of the exa£t 
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ttumber of individuals in each tribe that ex- 
pe^ed to fhare the bounty of their great fa^ 
then The flicks in thefc bundles were of 
different lengths, the longefl denoted the num* 
bcr of* warriors in the tribe, the next itt fize 
the number of women, and the fmallefl th6 
number of children. Our friend on -receiving 
them handed them over to his clerks, who 
made a memorandum in their books of the 
contents of each bundle, and of the perfons 
that gave them, in order to prepare the pre-^ 
fents accordingly. The day fixed upon for the 
delivery of the prefcnts was bright and fair, 
and being in' every refpeft favourable for the 
purpofe, the clerks began to make the necefTary 
arrangements accordingly. 

A number of large flakes were firft fixed 
down in different parti of the lawn, to each 
of which was attached a label, with the name 
of the tribe, and the number of peffbns in it, 
who were to be provided fbr^ then were 
brought out from the flores feveral bales of 
thick blankets^ of blue, fcarlet, and brown 
cloth, and of coarfe figured cottons, together 
with large foils of tobacco, guns, flints, pow- 
der, balls, fliot, cafe- knives, ivory and horn 
combs, looking-glafTcS) pipe^tomahawks, hat-* 
chets, fcifTars, needles^ vermilion in bags, cop* 
per and iron pots and kettles, the whole valued 
at about JT. 500 flerling. The bales of goods 
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being opened, the blankets, cloths, and cdttont 
were cut up into fmall pieces, each fufiicient 
to make . for one perfon a wrapper, a fhirt^ a 
pair of leggings, or whatever elfe it was in- 
tended for; and the portions of the different 
articles intended for each tribe were thrown 
together in a heap, at the bottom of the ftakc 
which bore its name. This buiinefs took up 
fevefal hours, as there were no lefs than four 
hundred and twenty Indians to be fervcd. No 
Jiquor, nor any filver ornaments, except to 
favourite chiefs in private, are ever given on 
the part. of government to the Indians, not- 
withflanding they are fo fond of both ; and a 
trader who attempts to give thefe articles to 
them in exchange for the prefents they 
have received from government, or, indeed, 
who takes from them on any conditions, their 
prefents, is liable to a very heavy penalty for 
every fuch adt, by the la^ys of the province. 

The jMTjefents having been all prepared, the 
chiefs were ordered to aflemble their warriors, 
who were loitering about the grounds at the 
outfide of the lawn. In a few minutes they 
all came, and having been drawn up in a large 
circle, our friend delivered a fpeech on the oc- 
cafion, without which ceremony no bufinefs, 
according to Indian cuftom, is ever tranfadted. 
In this they were told, " That their greit and 
good Father, who lived on the oppolite fide of 

the 
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riie big lake (meaning thereby the king) was 
ever attentive to the happinefs of all his faith- 
ful people; and that^ with his accuflomed 
bounty, he had fent the prefents which now 
lay before them to his good children the In- 
dians; that he had fent the guns, the hatchets, 
and the. ammunition for the young men, and 
the clothing for the'aged, women, and children; 
that he hoped the young men would have no 
occafion to employ their weapons in fighting 
againft pnemicsi but merely in hunting ; and 
that h$ recommended it to them. to be allten^ 
,tive to the old, and to fharc bountifully with 
them- what they gained by the chace 5 that h^ 
.trtift^ the great fpirit would give them bright 
funs and clear flci<es, and a favoorable feafon for 
hunting; and that when another. year (hould 
^pa(s over, if he ft ill continued to find them 
good children, he would not £iil to renew his 
bounties, by fending them more prefents from 
acrofs the big lake. 

This fpeech was delivered in Englifli, but 
interpreters attended, who repeated it to the dif* 
ferent tribes in their refpedlive languages, pa- 
ragraph by paragraph, at the end of every one of 
which the Indians fignified ^heir fatisfadtion by 
a loud coarfe exclamation of '* Hoah ! Hoah V\ 
The fpeech ended, the chiefs were called for- 
ward, and their feveral heaps were fhcwn fo 
them, and conmiitted to their care. They recei v- 
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ed them with thanks ; and beckoning to thelf 
.warriors, a number of young men quickly ftarted 
from the crowd, and in lefs than thtee minutes 
the prefcnts were conveyed from the kwn, 
and laden on board the canoes, in waiting to 
convey them to the ifland and adjacent villages. 
The utmoft regularity and propriety was ma- 
nifefled on this occafion in the behaviour of 
every Indian; there was not the fmalleft 
wrangling amongft them about their prefents j 
nor was the Icaft fpark of jealoufy obfervabte 
in any one tribe abcmt what the other had re- 
ceived; each ohe took up the heap allotted to 
it, and departed without fpeaking a wonL 

Befides the prefents, fuch as I have de- 
•iferibed, others of a different nature again^ 
namely, proviiions, were dealt out this year 
amongfl: certain tribes of the Indians that were 
Encamped oniht idand of Bois Blanc^ Theie 
were fome of the tribes that had been at war 
with the people of the United States, whofe 
villages^ fieldfibf corn, and ftores of provifions 
had been totally deftroycd during the conteft 
by General Wayne, and who having been 
thereby bereft of every means of fupport, had 
come, as foon as peace was concluded, to beg 
for fubfiftence from their good friends the 
Britifh. •' Our enemies^" faid they, have de- 
*' ftroycd our villages and ilores of provifions } 
** our women and children are left without 
9 , ' •' food> 
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" food ; do you then, who call yourfelves our 
•* friends, (hew us now that you really are fo, . 
** and give them food to eat till the fun ripens 
*^ our corn, and the great fpirit gives another 
•* profperous feafon for hunting." Their re- 
queft was at dnce complied with; a large 
ftorehpufe was creded on the ifland, and filled 
with provifions at the expence of government 
for their ufe, and regularly twice a week the 
clerks in the Indian department went over to 
diftribute them. About three barrels of falted 
pork or heef, as many of flour, beans or peas, 
Indian corn, and about two carcafes of frefh 
beef, were generally given out each time. 
Thefc articles of provifion the Indians re- 
ceived, not in the thankful manner in which 
they did the other prefents, but feemingly as 
if they were due to them of right. One na- 
tion they think ought never to hefitate about 
giving relief to another in diftrefs, provided it 
was not at enmity with it; and indeed, were 
their white brethren, the Britifh, to be reduced 
by any calamity to a fimilar ftate of diftrefs, 
the Indians would with the utmoft cheerfulnefs 
fhare with them their provifions to the very 
laft- 

The prefents delivered to the Indians, to- 
gether with the falaries of the officers in the 
Indian department, are computed to coft the 
crown, as I before mentioned, about jT. 1 00,000 
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fterling, on an average, per annum. When we 
firft gained pofleflion of Canada, the cxpence 
of the prefents was much greater, as the In- 
dians were then more numerous^ and as it was 
alfo found neceflary to beftow upon them, in- 
dividually, much larger prefents than are now 
given, in order to overcome the violent pre- 
judices againft us which had been inftillecj 
into their minds by the French. Thefe pre-, 
judices having happily been removed, and 
the utmoft harmony having been eftablifhed 
between them and the people on our frontiers, 
prefents of a lefs value even than what are 
now diflributed amongft them would perhaps 
be found fufficient to keep up that good un- 
derftanding which now fubfifts between us ; it 
could not, however, be deemed a very advif- 
able meafure to curtail them, as long as a 
poflibility remained thit the lofs of their friend- 
fhip might be incurred thereby : and, indeed, 
when we cpnfider what a happy and numerous 
people the Indians were before Europeans in- 
truded themfelves into the territories allotted 
to them by nature ; when we confider how 
many thoufands have periflied in battle, em- 
broiled in our contefts for power and dominion, 
and how many thoufands njore have periflied 
by the ufe of the poifonous beverages which 
we have introduced amongft them ; when we 
confider how many artificial wants have been 
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raifcd in the minds of the few nations of them 
that yet remain, and how fadly the morals of 
thcfe nations have been corrupted by their 
intercourfe with the whites; when we confi- 
der, finally, that in the courfe of fifty years 
more no veftige even of thefe once virtuous^ 
and amiable people will probably be found in 
the whole of that extenfive territory which lies 
between the Mifliflippi and the Atlantic, and 
was formerly inhabited folely by them ; in-- 
ftead of wifliing to leffen the value or the num- 
ber of the few trifles ths^t we find are accept- 
able to them in their prefent ftate, we ought 
rather to be defirous of contributing ftill more 
hrgely to their comfort and happinefsi 

Acceptable prefents are generally found very 
efficacious in conciliating the afifedtions of any 
uncivilized nation : they have very great in- 
fluence over the minds of the Indians ; but to 
conciliate their afFedtions to the utmoft, pre- 
fents alone are not fufficient ; you mufl: appear . 
to have their intereft at heart in every refped: ; 
you muft aflbciate with them ^ you muft treat 
them as men that are your equals, and, ia 
iotnc meafure, even adopt their native man- 
ners. It was by fuch fteps as thefe that the 
French, when they had poflTeflion of Canada^ 
gained their favour in fuch a very eminent 
msmner, and acquired fo wonderful an afcen-^ 
dcncy over them. The old Indians ftill fay, 
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that they never were fo happy as when tbo 
French had poffeffion cf the country ^ and, 
indeed^ it is a very remarkable faift^ which I 
before mentioned^ ^hat the Indians^ if they are 
fick, if they are hungry, if they want (helter 
^ from a ftorm, or the like, will always go to the 
houfes of the old French fettlers in preference 
to thofe of the Britifh inhabitants^ The ne^ 
ceility of treating the Indians with refped and 
attention is ffarbngly inculcated on the minds 
of the Englifh fettlers, and they endeavour to 
a£t accordingly ; but ftill they cannot bani(h 
wholly from their minds, as the French do, the 
idea that the Ii]dians are an inferior race of 
people to them, to which circumftance is to 
be attributed the prediledtion of the Indians 
for the French rather than them ; they all live 
together, however, on very amicable termsj^ 
and many of the Englifh on the frontiers havo 
indeed told me, that if they were but half as 
honeft, and half as well conducted towards one 
another, as the Indians are towards them, the 
ftate of fociety in the country would be truly 
enviable. 

On the frontiers of the United States little 
pains have hitherto been taken by the govern- 
ment, and no pains by the people, to gain the 
good. will of the Indians; and the latter, in- 
deed, inftead of refpe£king the Indians as an 
independent neighbouring nation^ have in toQ 

many 
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many inftances violated their rights as mea 
in the moft flagrant manner. The confequence 
has been, that the people on the frontiers have 
been involved in all the calamities that they 
could have fuflfered from an avengeful and 
cruel enemy. Nightly murders, robberies, 
mafTacres, and conflagrations have been com-^ 
mon. They have hardly ventured to ftir, at 
times, beyond the walls of their little habita* 
tions i and foV whole nights together have they 
been kept on the watch, in arms, to refifl: the 
onfet of the Indians. They have never dared 
to viflt their neighbours unarmed, nor to pro« 
ceed alone, in open day, on a journey of a few 
miles. The gazettes of the United States have 
daily teemed with the (hocking accounts of th^ 
barbarities committed by the Indians, and 
volumes would fcarcely fuffice to tell the 
whole of the dreadful tales. 

It has been faid by perfons * of the States^ 
that the Indians were countenanced in com- 
mitting thefe enormities by people on the 
Britifh frontiers, and liberal abufe has been 
beftowed on the government for having aided^ 
by diftributing amongft them guns, toma« 
hawks, and other hofl:ile weapons. That the 
Indians were incited by ptefents, and other 
means, to ad: againfl: the people of the co« 
lollies, during the American war, muft be ad« 
inittcdi but that^ ^ter peace was concluded^ 

the 
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the fame line of conduft was purfued towards 
them, is an afperfioa equally falfe and mali- 
cious. To the conduct of the people of the 
States themfelves alone, and to no other caufe, 
is unqueftionably to be attributed the conti- 
. nuance of the warfare between them and ^t^^e 
Indians, after the definitive treaty of peace 
was figncd. Inftead of then taking the op- 
portunity to reconcile the Indians, as they 
might cafily havq done by prefents, and by 
treating them with kindnefs, theyftill con- , 
tinned hoftile towards them; they looked 
upon them, as indeed they ftill do, merely as 
wild beads, that ought to be banifhed from the 
face of the earth; and actuated by that in(a- 
liable fpirit of avarice, and that reftlefs and 
diflatisficd turn of mind, which I have fo fre- 
quently noticed, inftead of keeping within 
their territories, where millions of acres re-- 
mained unoccupied, but no part, however, of 
which could be had without being paid for, 
they croffed their boundary lines, and fixed 
themfelves in the territory of the Indians, 
without ever previoufly gaining the coi^nt 
of thefe people. The. Indians, nice about 
their boundary line beyond any other nations, 
perhaps, in the world, that have fuch extcnfive 
dominions in proportion to their numbers, 
made no fcruple to attack, to plunder, and 
even to murder thefe intruders, whe^ a fit 

opportunity 
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Opportunity offered. The whites endeavoured 
to repel their attacks, and (hot them with as 
much unconcern as they would either a wolf 
or a bear. In their expeditions againfti the 
white fettlers, the Indians frequently were 
driven back with lofs; but their ill fuccefs 
only urged them to return with redoubled fury, 
and their well-known revengeful difpofition 
leading them on all occafions to feek blood for 
blood, they were not merely fatisfied with mur- 
dering the whole families of the fettlers who 
had wounded or killed theirchiefs or warriors, 
but oftentimes, in order to appeafe the manes 
of their comrades, they cfofled their boundary 
line in turn, and committed mod dreadful de- 
predations amongft the peaceable white inha- 
bitants in the States, who were in no manner 
implicated in the ill condudt of the men who 
had encroached upon the Indian territories. 
Here alfo, if they happened to be repulfed, or 
to lofe a friend, they returned to feek frefh 
revenge ; and as it feldom happened that they 
did cfcape without lofs, their exceffes and bar- . 
barlties, inftead of diminifliing, were becom- 
ing greater every year. The attention of the 
government was at laft dire<fted towards the 
melancholy fituation of the fettlers on the 
frontiers, and the rcfult was, that congrefs 
determined that an army fhould be raifed, at 
the expcnce of the States, to repel the foq. 

An 
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An army was accordingly raifed fome time 
about the year 1790, which was put under the 
command of General St. Clair. It confiftcd 
of about fifteen hundred men ; but theie were 
liot men that had been accuftomed to contend 
Ugainft Indians^ nor was the General, although 
an experienced officer, and well able to con-» 
dudt an army againfl a regular force, at all qua* 
lified, as many perfons had forefeen, and the 
event proved, to command on an expedition of 
fuch a nature as he was now about to be en^ 
gaged in. 

St. Clair advanced with his army into the 
Indian territory; occafional fkirmi(hes took 
place, but the Indians flill kept retreating be- 
fore him, as if incapable of making any re- 
fiflance againft fuch a powerful force. For- 
getful of the ftratagems of the artful enemy 
he had to contend with, he boldly followed^ 
till at lail, having been drawn far into their 
territory, and to a fpot fuitable to their pur- 
pofe, the Indians attacked him on all fides ; 
his men were thrown into confufiqn ; in vaia 
he attempted to rally them. The Indians^ 
emboldened by the diforder they faw in his 
ranks, came ru(hing down with their toma- 
hawks and fcalping knives* A dreadful havoQ 
enfued. The greater part of the army was 
left dead on the fatal field ; and of thofe that 
efcapcd the knife, the moft were taken pri^ 

foners* 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



INDIAN VfAtLtAtit. 2^i 

(otters* All the cannon, ammunition, baggage, 
and horfes of St* Clair's army fell into the 
hands of the Indians on this occafion. 

A great many young Canadians, and in par- 
ticular many that were born of Indian women, 
Ibught on the fide of the Indians in this adion, 
acircumftance which confirmed the people of 
the States in the opinion they had previoufly 
formed, that the Indians were encouraged and 
abetted in their attacks upon them by the Bri-- 
ti(h. I can fafely affirm, however, from hav- 
ing converfed with many of thefe young men 
who fought againft|St« Clair, that it was with 
ihc utmoft fecrecy they left their homes to 
join the Indians, fearful lefl; the government 
ibould cenfure their condudl ; and that in ef> 
poufing the quarrel of the Indians, they were 
actuated by a defire to affifl; a people whom 
they conceived to be injured, more than by an 
une^tinguiihed fpirit of refentment again ft 
men, whom they had formerly viewed in the 
light of rebels. 

As the revenge of the Indians was completely 
glutted by this viftory over St. Clair, it is not 
improbable^ but that if pains had been taken 
immediately to negociate a peace with them, 
it might have been obtained on eafy terms:; 
and had the boundary line then determinately 
agreed upon been faithfully obferved after- 
wards by the people of the States, there is 

great 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



.fto6 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA* 

great reafon to imagine that the p^ace woulil 
have been a permanent one. As thiSi how-« 
ever, was a queflionable meafure, and the 
.general opinion was, that a peace could be 
made on better terms if preened by a victory 
on the part of the States, it was determined to 
raife another army. Liberal fupplies for tha* 
purpofe were granted by congrefs, and three 
thoufand men were foon colle<^ed together. 

Great pains were taken to enlift for this 
new army men from Kentucky, and other 
parts of the frontiers, who had been ac- 
cuflomcd to the Indian mode of fighting ; and 
a fufficient number of rifle* men from the frpn«* 
tier were coUefted, to form a very large re- 
giment. The command of the pew army was 
.given to the late General Wayne- Upon being 
appointed to it, his fir ft care was to introduce 
.ftridt difcipline amongft his troops; he after- 
wards kept the army in motion on the fron- 
tier, but he did not attempt to penetrate far 
into the Indian country, nor to. take any oflFen- 
fivc meafures againit the enemy for fome time* 
This delay the General conceived would be at- 
tended with two great advantages; firft, it 
would ferve to banifli from the minds of his 
men all recollection of the defeat of the late 
army; and fecondly, it would afford him an 
opportunity of training perfeftly to the Indian 
mode of fightbg fuch of his men as were ig- 
norant 
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Aorant of it; for he faw no hopes of -futccfs 
bift in fighting the Indians in their own way. 

When the men were fufficiently trained he 
advanced^ but it was with the utmoft caution. 
He feldom proceeded farther than twelve miles 
in one day ; the march was always ended by 
noon, *and the afternoon was regularly em- 
ployed in throwing up ftrong intrenchments 
roand the camp, ip order to fecure the army 
from any fudden attack ; and the fpot that had 
been thus fortified on one day was never totally- 
abandoned until a new encampment had been 
nlade on the enfuing one. Moreover, ftrong 
pofts were eftablilhed at the diftance of forty 
miles, or thereabouts, from each other, in which 
guards were left, in order to cnfure a fafe re- 
treat to the army in cafe it fhould not be fuc- 
cefsful. As he advanced, General Wayne 
Tent detachments of his army to dcftroy all the 
Indian villages that were near him, and on 
thefe occafions the deepeflr ftratageras were 
made ufe of. In fome inftances his men threw 
off their clothes, and by painting their bodies, 
difguifed themfelves fo as to refemble Indians 
iri every refpedt, then approaching as friends, 
they committed dreadful havoc. Skirmifhes 
alfo frequently took place, on the miarch, with 
the Indians who hovered round the army. 
Thefe terminated with various fuccefs, biit ^ 
moftly in favour of the Americans; as in their 

conduft. 
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OMiduft, the kno\frledge and difcipline of re* 
gular troops wefe combined with all the can-* 
ning and ftratagcm of their antagoniils. 

AH this time the Indians kept retreating, as 
they had done formerly before St* Clair ; and 
without being able to bring on a decifive en- 
gagement> General Wayne proceeded even to 
the Miami of the Lakes, fo called in contra* 
diftin(Stion to another River Miami, which 
empties itfclf into the Ohio. Here it was that 
that curious corrcfpondence in refpcA to Fort 
Miami cook place^ the fubftance of which was 
lelated in moft of the Englidi and American 
prints^ and by which General Wajme expoied 
bimfelf to the cenfure of many of his countsy- 
men, and General, then Colonel Campbell, 
who' commanded in the fort, gained the public 
thanks of the traders in London. 

The Miami Fort, fituated on the river of 
the fame name, was built by the Englifh in 
the year 1793, at which time there was fome 
reafon to imagine diat the difputes exifting be« 
tween Great Britain and the United States 
would not have been quite fo amicably fettled^ 
perhaps, as they have been ; at leaft that doubt« 
lefs muft have been the opinion of govern* 
mcnt, otherwife they would not have given 
orders for the conftrudtion of a fort within the 
boundary line of the United States, a circuq;!^ 
ftance which could not fail to excite the indig-- 

nation 
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hation of the people thereof. General Wajmc, 
it would appear^ had received nopofitixe or- 
ders from his government to make himfelf 
mafter of it : could he have gained pofieffion of 
it, however, by a coup-^de-main, without in-* 
curring any lofs» he thought that it could not 
but have been deemed 3n acceptable piece of 
fervice by the public, from whom he fhould 
have received unbounded applaufe. Vanity 
was his ruling pafTion, and actuated by it on 
this occafion, he refolved to try what he could 
do to obtain pofleffion of the fort. Colonel 
Campbell, however, by hisfpiritedand manly 
anfwer to the fummons that was fent him, to 
furrender the fort on account of its being 
iituated within the boundary line of the States^ 
foon convinced the American general that he 
was not to be fhaken by his remonftrances or 
intimidated by his menaces, and that his two 
hundred men, who compofed the garrifbn, had 
fufficient refolution to refifl the attacks of his 
army of three thoufand, whenever he thought 
proper to march againft the fort. The main 
divifion of the American army, at this time, 
lay at the diftanqe of about four miles fi'om 
the fort i a fqiall detachment from it, however, 
was concealed in the woods at a very little 
diftance from the fort, to be ready at the call 
of General Wayne, who, ftrange to tell, when 
he found he was not likely to get pofTeilion of 
Vol. II. P it 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^o TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA! 

it In coniequence of the fummons he fent^ was 
fo imprudent, and departed fo much from the 
dignity of the general and thecharadler of the 
foldier, as to ride up to the fort> and to ufe 
the moft grofs and illiberal language to the 
Britiih foldiers on duty in it. His objed in 
doing fo was, I fhbuld fuppofe, to provoke the 
garrifon to fire upon him, in which cafe he 
would have had a pretext for ftorming the 
fort. 

Owing to the great prudence, however, of 
Colonel Campbell, who had iffued the ftrideft 
orders to his men and officers to remain filentj 
notwithflanding any infults that were offered 
. to them, and not to attempt to fire, unlefs in- 
deed an adual attack were made on the place, 
Wayne's plan was fruftratcd, much bloodshed 
certainly faved, and a fecond war between 
Great Britain and America perhaps averted. 

General Wayne gained no great perfonal 
honour by his condudt on this occafion; but the 
circumftance of his having appeared before 
the Britifli fort in the mannpr he did operated 
ftrongly in his favour in refpedt to his pro- 
ceedings againft the Indians. Thefe people 
had been taught to believe by the young Ca- 
nadians that were amongft them, that if any 
part of the American army appeared before 
the fort, it would certainly be fired upon ; for 
they had no idea that the Americans would 

have 
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have come in fight of it without taking ofFen- 
five meafures, in which cafe rcfiftancc ^ould 
certainly have been made. When, therefore, 
it was heard that General Wayne had not beea 
fired upon, the Indians complained grievoully 
of their having been deceived, and were greatly 
difheartened on finding that they were to re- 
ceive no affiftance from the Britifh* Their 
native courage, however, did not altogether 
forfakc them^ they refolved fpeedily to make 
a ftand, and accordingly having chofen their 
ground, awaited the arrival of General Wayne, 
who followed them clofely. 

Preparatory to the day on which they ex- 
pedled a general engagement, the Indians, con- 
trary to the ufages of moft nations, obferve a 
ilri<3: feft ; nor does this abftinence from all 
forts of food diminifti their exertions in the 
field, as from their early infancy they accuftom 
themfelves to failing for long periods together. 
The day before General Wayne was expeft- 
cd, this ceremony was ftridly attended to, and 
afterwards, having placed themfelves in ambufli 
in the woods, they waited for his arrival. He 
did not, however, come to the ground on the 
day that they had imagined, from the reports 
given them by their fcouts of his motions, he 
would have done ; but having reafon to think 
he would come on the fubfequent day, they 
did not move from their ambu(h» The 
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fecond day paiTed over without his drawing 
nearer to them; but fully perfuaded that he 
would come up with them on the next, they 
ilill lay concealed in the fame place. The 
third day proved to be extremely rainy and 
tempefluous ; and the fcouts having brought 
word, that from the movements General 
Wayne had made there was no likelihood of 
his marching towards them that day, the In* 
dians, now hungry after having faded for three 
entire days, determined to rife from their am- 
bufh in order to take fome refrefliment. They 
accordingly did fo, and having no fufpicion of 
an attack, began to eat their food in fecurity. 

Before they began to eat, the Indians had 
divided tjiemfelves, I muft obfcrve, into three 
divifions, in order to march to another quarter, 
where they hoped to furprife the army of the 
States. In this fituation, however, they were 
themfelves furprifed by General Wayne. He 
had received intelligence from his fcouts, now 
equally cunning with thofe of the Indians, of 
their proceedings, and having made fome mo- 
tions as if he intended to move to another part 
of the country, in order to put them off their 
guard, he fuddenly turned, and fent his light 
•horfe pouring down on them when they leaft 
cxpedted it. The Indians were thrown into 
confufion, a circumftance which with them 
never fails to occafion a defeat ; they mad<e but 

a faint 
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a faint refiflance^ and then fled with precipi- 
tanqy. 

On his arrival at Philadelphia, in the be« 
ginning of the year' 1796, 1 was introduced to 
General Wayne, and I had then an opportu« 
nity of feeing the plan of all his Indian cam* 
paigns. A mofl: pompous account was given 
of this viadry, and the plan of it excited, as 
indeed it well might, the wonder and admira- 
tion of all the old officers who faw it. The 
Indians were reprefented as drawn up in three 
lines, one behind the other, and after receiving 
with firmnefs the charge of the American 
army, as endeavouring with great fkill and 
adroitnefs to turn its flanks, when, by the fud- 
den appearance of the Kentucky riflemen and 
the light cavalry, they were put to flight* 
From the regularity with which the Indians 
fought on this occaflon, it was argued that 
they mufl doubtlefs have been conducted by 
Britifh officers of Ikill and experience. Hoyf 
abfurd this whole plan was, however, was 
plainly to be deduced from the following cirr 
cumflance, allowed both by the general and 
his aides de camp, namely, that during the 
whole «aion the American army*did not fee 
fifty Indians; and' indeed every perfon who 
has read an account of the Indians muft know 
that they never come into the field in fuch re» 
gular array^ but always fight nnder covert,, 
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behind trees or bufhes, in the moil irregular 
manner. Notwithftanding the great pains that 
were taken formerly, both by die French and 
£ngli(h, they never could be brought to fight 
in any other manner. It was in this m^ner, 
^nd no other, as I heard from feveral men who 
were in the adtion with them, that they fought 
againft General Wayne; each one, as foon as 
the American troops were defcried, inftantly 
fheltered himfelf, and in retreating they ftill 
kept under covert. It was by fighting them 
aUb in their own way, and by fending parties 
of his light troops and cavalry to rout them 
from their lurking places, that General Wayne 
defeated them; had he attempted to have 
drawn up his army in the regular order de- 
fcribed in the plan, he could not but have met 
with the fame fate as St. Clair, and general 
Braddock did on a former occafion. 

Between thirty and forty Indians, who had 
been (hot or bayoneted ^s they attempted to 
run from one tree to another, were found dead 
on the field by the American army. It is fup- 
pofed that many more were killed, but the 
faft of the matter could never be afcertaiited 
by them : a profound filence was obferved on 
the fubje<a by the Indians, fo that I never 
could learn accurately how many of them had 
fallen; that however is an immaterial circum-^ 
ilance; fuffice it to fay that the epgagemeat 
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foon induced the Indians to fue for a peace. 
Commiflioners were deputed by the govern- 
ment of the United States to meet their chiefs > 
the preliminaries were foon arranged^ and a^ 
treaty was concluded^ by which the Indians re« 
linquifhed a very confiderable part of their 
territory, bordering upon that of the United 
States. 

The laft and principal ceremony obferved 
by the Indians in concluding a peace, is that 
of burying the hatchet. When this ceremony 
came to be performed, one of the chiefs arofe, 
and lamenting that the laft peace concluded 
between them and the people of the States 
had remained unbroken, for fo (hort a time^ 
and expreiBng his defire that this one {bould 
be more lafting, he propofed the tearing up of 
a large oak that grew before them, and the 
burying of the hatchet under it, where it would 
for ever remain at reft. Another chief faid^ 
that trees were liable to be levelled by the 
ftorms; that at any rate they would decay } 
and that as they were defirous that a perpe- 
tual peace (bould be eftabliQied between them 
and their late enemies, he conceived it would be 
better to bury the hatchet under the tall moun- 
tain which arofe behind the wciod. A third 
chief in turn addrefTed the aflembly: ^' As 
•* for me," faid he, " I am but a man, and I 
^^ have not the ftrength of the great fpirit tp 
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^* tear up the trees of the fqreft by the roots, 
^* or to remove mountains, under which to 
*< bury the hatchet; but I propofe that the / 
^ hatchet may be thrown into the deep lake, 
^ where no mortal can ever find it, and wher© 
♦* it will remain buried for ever/' This pro- 
^ pofal was joyfully accepted by the affembly, 
and the hatchet was in confequence caft with 
great folemnity into the water. The Indians 
now tell you, in Aeir figurative language, that 
there muft be peace for ever. " On former 
^ times," fay they, ^* when the hatchet was 
<* buried, it was only flightly covered with a 
^^ little earth and a few leaves, and being 
^' always a very troublefome reftlefs creature, 
•* it foon contrived to find its way aboveground, 
** where it never failed to occafipn great con* 
♦* fufion between us and our white brethren, 
♦* and to knock a great many good people on 
•' the head; but now that it has been thrown 
•* into the deep lake, it can never do any more 
♦• mifchief amongft us; for it cannot rife of 
•* itfelf to the furface of the lake, and no one 
^^ can go to the bottom to look for it/' And 
that there would be a permanent pea^e be-^ 
tween themi I have no doubt, provided that 
the people of the States would obferve the ar- 
ticles gf the treaty as pundtually as the Indians'; 
but it requires little fagacity to prcdi<Sl that 
this will not be the cafe, and that ere long the 
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hatchet will be again rcfumed. Indeed, aiittle 
time before we reached Maiden, meflcngers 
from the fouthern Indians had arrived to found 
the difpofition of thofe who lived near the 
lake, and try if they were ready and willing to 
enter into a freih war. Nor is this eagernefs 
for war to be wondered at, when from the re- 
port of the commiffioners, who were fent down 
by the federal government to the new ftate of 
Tenaflee, in order to put the treaty into effedl, 
jtnd to mark out the boundaries of that ftate 
in particular, it appeared that upwards of five 
thoufand people, contrary to the ftipulation of 
the treaty lately entered into with the Indians, 
had encroached upon, and fettled themfelves 
down in Indian territory, which people, the 
commiilioncrs faid, could not be perfuaded to 
return, and in their opinion could not be forced 
back again into the States without very great 
difficulty ♦• 

A large portion of the back fettlers, living 
upon the Indian frontiers, arc, according to 
the bcft of my information, far greater favages 
than the Indians themfelves. It is nothing 
uncommon, I am told^ to fee hung up in their 
chimney corners, or nailed againft the door of 

• The fabftance of this report appeared in an extraft of a 
letter from Lexington, in Kentucky, which I myfclf iaw, and 
which was publilhcd in many of the jiewijpapers in the United 
States, 

their 
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their habitations, fimilarly to the ears or brufh 
of a fox, the fcalps which they have them- 
felves torn from the heads of the Indians 
whom they have fhot ; and in numberlefs pub« 
lications in the United States I have read ac- 
counts of their having flayed the Indians, and 
employed their fkins as they would have done 
thofe of a wild beaft, for whatever purpofe 
they could be applied to. An Indian is con* 
fidered by them as nothing better than a dc- 
flruiftive ravenous wild beaft, without reafon^ 
without a foul, that ought to be hunted down 
like a wolf wherever it makes its appearance ; 
and indeed, even amongft the bettermoft fort 
of the inhabitants of the weftern country, the 
moft illiberal notions are entertained refpedling 
thefe unfortunate people, and arguments for 
their banifhment, or rather extirpation, are 
adopted, equally contrary to juftice and to hu- 
manity. " The Indian," fay they, " who has 
" no idea, or at leaft is unwilling to apply him- 
*' felf to agriculture, requires a thoufand acres 
" of land for the fupport of his family; an hun* 
" dred acres will be enough for one of us and 
*' our children; why then fhould thefe hea- 
** thcns, who have no notion of arts and ma- 
** nufadures, who never have made any im- 
" provement in fcience, and have never been 
" the inventors of any thing new or ufeful to 
"the human fpecies, be fuiFered to encumber 

« the 
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^ the foil ?'* '' The fettlements making in the 
•* upper parts of Gtorgis^ upon the fine lands 
*' of the Oconee and Okemulgee rivers, will/* 
fays Mr. Imlay, fpeaking of the probable de- 
ftination of the Indians of the fouth weftern 
territory, bid defiance to them in that quar- 
ter. The fettlements of " French Broad, aided 
" by Holfton, have nothing to fear from them; 
" and the Cumberland is too puiffant to appre- 
'* hend any danger. The Spaniards are ia 
*' poffeflion of the Floridas (how long they 
** will remain fo muft depend upon their mo* 
** deration and good manners) and of the fet- 
^ tlements at the Natcliez and above, which 
*^ will foon extend to the fouthern bounda- 
^ ries of Cumberland, fo that they (the In- 
•* dians) will be completely enveloped in a few 
** years. Our people (alluding to thofe of the 
** United States) will continue to encroach upon 
*' them on three fides, and compel them to live 
^ more domeftic lives, and aflimilate them to 
** our mode of living, or crofs to the weftern 
*' fide of the Miffiffippi." 

O Americans ! (hall we praife your juftice 
and your love of liberty, when thus you talk 
of encroachments and compulfion?* Shall wc 
commend your moderation, when we fee ye 
«ager to gain frefh poflfeffions^ whilft ye have 
yet millions of acres within your own territo- 
ries unoccupied ? Shall wc reverence your re- 
gard 
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gard for the rights of human nature, when 
wc fee ye bent upon banifhing the poor In- 
dian fromi'the land where reft the bones of his 
anceftors, to him more precious than your cold 
hearts can imagine, and when we fee ye ty- 
rannizing over the haplefs African, becaufe na- 
ture has ftamped upon him a complexion dif- 
ferent from your own ? 

The condudl of the people of the States to- 
wards the Indians appears thie more unreafon- 
able and the more iniquitous, when it is con- 
fidered that they are dwindling fail away of 
themfelves ; and that in the natural order of 
things there will not probably be a (ingle tribe 
of them found in exiftence in the weftern ter- 
ritory by the time that the numbers of the 
white inhabitants of the country become fo 
numerous as to render land one half as valu- 
able there as it is at prefent within ten miles 
of Philadelphia or New York. Even in Ca- 
nada, where the Indians are treated with fo 
much kindncfs, they are difappearing fafter, 
perhaps, than any people were ever known to 
do before them, and are making room every 
year for the whites; and it is by no means im- 
probable, but that at the end of fifty years there 
will not be a fingle Indian to be met with be- 
tween Quebec and Detroit, except the few 
perhaps that may be induced to lead quiet do- 
meftic lives, as a fmall number now does in 
8 the 
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the village of Lorette near Quebec, and at fome 
other places in the lower province. 

It is well known, that before Europeans got 
any footing in North America, the increafe of 
population amongft the Indian nations was very 
flow, as it is at this day amongft thofe who re-^ 
main ftill unconnefted with the whites. Va- 
rious reafons have been afligncd for this. It 
has been afferted, in the firft place, that the 
Indian is of a much cooler temperament than 
the white man, has lefs ardour in purfuit of 
the female, and is furnifticd with lefs noble 
organs of generation. This aflertion is per- 
haps true in part : they are chafte to a proverb 
when they come to Philadelphia, or any other 
of the large towns, though they have a predi- 
leftion in general for white women, and might 
there readily indulge their inclination; and 
there has never been an inftance that I can 
recollect, of their offering violence to a female 
prifoner, though oftentimes they have carried 
off from the fettlements very beautiful wo- 
men; that, however, they fhould not have been 
gifted by the Creator with ample powers to 
propagate their fpecies would be contrary to 
every thing we fee either in the animal or the 
vegetable world j it feems to be with more juf- 
tice that their flow increafe is afcribed to the 
condud of the women. The dreadful prafticc 
amongft them, of proftituting themfelvcs at a 

very 
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very early age, cannot fail, I fliould imagine^ 
to vitiate the humours, and muft have a ten- 
dency to occafion ^ fterility. Added to this, 
they fuckle the few children they have for fe- 
veral years, during which time, at leaft amongft 
many of the tribes, they avoid all conncdbion 
with their hulbands ; moreover, finding great 
inconveniency attendant upon a ftate of preg- 
nancy, when they are following their hulbands, 
in the hunting feafon, from one camp to an- 
other, they have been accufed of making ufe of 
certain herbs, the fpecific virtues of which 
they are well acquainted with, in order to pro- 
cure abortion. 

If one or more of thefe caufes operated 
againft the rapid increafe of their numbers be- 
fore the arrival of Europeans on the continent, 
the fubfequent • introduftion of fpirituous li- 
quors amongft them, of which both men and 
women drink to the greateft excefs whenever 
an opportunity oiFers, was fufficient in itfelf not 
only to retard this flow increafe, but even to 
occafion a diminution of their numbers* In- 
termittent fevers and various other diforders^ 
whether arifing from an alteration in the cli- 
mate, owing to the clearing of the woods, or 
from the ufe of the poifonoas beverages in- 
troduced amongft them by the whites, it is 
hard to fay, have likewife contributed much 
of late years to diminifli their numbers. The 

Shawnefe, 
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Shawnefe> one of the moft warlike tribes, has 
been . Icflened nearly one half by ficknefs. 
Many other reafons could be adduced for their 
decreafe, but it is needlefs to enumerate them. 
That their numbers have gradually leflcned, as 
thofe of the whites have increafed, for two- 
centuries paft, is incontrovertible^ and they 
are too much attached to old habits to leave ' 
any room to imagine that they will vary their 
line of condudt, in any material degree, during 
years to come, fo that they muft of confe- 
qucnce ftill continue to decreafe. 

In my next letter I intend to communicate 
to you a few obfervations that I have made 
upon the character, manners^ cufloms, and 
perfonal and mental qualifications, &c. of the 
Indians, So much has already been written 
on thefe fubjedts, that I fear I fhall have little 
to offer to your perufal but what you may 
have read before. I am induced to thinks 
however, that it will not be wholly unpleafing 
to you to hear the obfervations of others con- 
firmed by me, and if you (hould meet with 
any thing new in what I have to fay, it will 
have the charm of novelty at leaft to recom- 
mend it to your notice. I am not going to 
give you a regular detail of Indian manners. 
See.; it would be abfurd in me, who have only 
been with them for a few weeks, to attempt 
to do fo. ]£ you wifh to have an account of 

Indian 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



d24 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA: 
Indian afFair$ at large, you muft read Le P. 
Charlevoix, Le P. Hennipin, Le Hontan, 
Carver, &c. &c. who have each v^ritten vo« 
lames on the fubjedt. 



. : LETTER XXXV. 

A brief Account of the Perfons^ Manners^ Cha* 
raSler^ Salifications, mental and corporeal, of 
the Indians ; interfperfed with Anecdotes. 

Maiden. 

TX7H AT I fhall firft take notice of in the 
^^ perfons of the Indians, is the colour of 
their fkins, which, in fadt, conftitutes the moft 
ftriking diftin<5tion between their perfons and 
ours. In general their Ikin is of a copper 
caft i but a moft wonderful difference of co- 
lour is obfervable amongft them; fome, in 
whofe veins there is no reafon to think that 
any other than Indian blood flows, not having 
darker complexions than natives of the foutb 
of France or of Spain, whilft others, on the 
contrary, are nearly as black as negroes. Many 
perfons, and particularly fome of the moft re- 
fpedlable of the French miflionarics, whofe 
long refidence amongft the Indians* ought to 

have 
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liavc made them competent judges of the 
matter^ have been of opinion, that their natural 
colour does not vary from ours ) and that the 
darknefs of their complexion arifes wholly 
from their anointing themfelves fo frequently .. 
with unduous fubftances, and from their ex- 
pofing themfelves fo much to the fmoke of ^ . > 
wood fires, and to the burning fays of the fun*^ 
But although it is certain that they think a - 
dark complexion very becoming; that they 
take great pains from their earlieft age to ac- 
quire fuch an one ; and that many of them 
do, in procefs of time, contrive to vary their 
original colour very confiderably ; although it * 
is certain likcwife, that when firft born their 
colour differs but little from ours ; yet it ap- 
pears evident to me, that the greater part of 
them are indebted for their different hues to 
nature alone. I have been induced to form 
this opinion from the following coniideration, 
namely ; that thofe children which are born 
of parents of a dark colour arc almoft uni- 
vcrfally of the fame dark caft as thofe from 
whom they fprang. Nekig, that is, The Lit- 
tle Otter, an Ottoway chief of great notoriety^ 
whoie village is on Detroit River, -and with 
whom we have become intimately acquainted^ 
has a complexion that differs but little from 
that of an African 5 and his little boys, who 
are the very image of the father, are juft as 
Vol. IL Q^ black. 
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black 2S himfelf. With regard to Indian chil- 
dren being white on their firft coming into the 
worlds it ought by no means to be concluded 
from thence, that they would remain fo if their 
mothers did not bedaub them with grcafe, 
herbs, &c. as it is well known that negro 
children are not perfedlly black when born, 
nor indeed for many months afterwards, but 
that they acquire their jetty hue gradually, on 
being expofed to the air and fun, juft as in the 
vegetable world the tender blade, on firft peep- * 
ing above ground, turns from white to a pale 
greenifh colour, and afterwards to a deeper 
green. 

Though I remarked to you in a former let- 
ter, that the MiffifTaguis, who live about Lake 
Ontario, were of a much darker caft than any 
other tribe of Indians I met with, yet I do not 
think that the different (hades of complexion 
obfcrvable amongft the Indians are fo much 
confined to particular tribes as to particular fa- 
milies; for even amongft the MiiEflaguis I 
faw feveral^ men that were comparatively of a 
very light colour. Judging of the Creeks, 
Cherokees,. and other fouthern Indians, from 
what I have feen of them at Philadelphia, and 
at other towns in the States, whither they oftea 
come in large parties, led either by bufinefs or 
curiofity, it appears to me that their fkin has 
a redder tinge, and more warmth af colouring 

in 
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kl it, if I may ufe the expreffion, than that of 
the Indians in the neighbourhood of the lakes ; 
it appears to me alfo, that there is Icfs differ- 
ence of colour amongft .them than amongft 
thofe laft mentioned* 

Amongft the female Indians alfo, in general, 
tiiere is a much greater famenefs of colour than 
amongft the men. I do not recoiled to have 
feen any of a deeper complexion than what 
might be termed a dirty copper colour. 

The Indians univerfally have long, ftraight, 
black, coarfe hair, and black eyes^ rather fmall 
than full fized ; they have, in general, alfo, 
high prominent cheek bones, and fliarp fmall 
Qofes, rather inclining to an aquiline ihape j 
they have good teeth, and their breath, in 
general, is as fweet as that of a human being 
can be. The men are for the moft part very 
well made 5 it is a moft rare circumftance to 
meet with a deformed perfon amongft them : 
they are remarkably ftraight ; have full open 
chefts ; their walk is firm and^eredt,. and many 
amongft them have really a dignified deport-* 
menu Very few of them are under the mid- 
dle ftature, and none of them ever become very 
fat or corpulent* You may occafionally fee 
amongft them ftout robuft men, clofely put 
together, but in general they are but flightly 
made. Their legs, arms, and hands, are for 
the moft: part extremely well £haped j and very 
Qjj many 
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many amongft them would be deemed hand^ 
ibme men in any country in the world. 

The women^ on the contcary, are moftly^ 
under the middle fize ; and luive higher cheek 
bones^ and rounder faces than the men. They 
have very ungraceful carriages; walk with 
their toes turned confiderably inwards> and 
with a ihuffling gait; and as they advance in 
years they grow remarkably fat and coarie. I 
never faw an Indian woman of the age of 
thirty^ but what her eyes were funk, her fore- 
head wrinkled, her fkin loo(e and (hrivelkd, 
and her whole peribn>in ihort, forbidding; yet^ 
when youngy their feces and perfons are really 
pkafing, not to fay ibmetimes very captivating* 
One could hardly inugine» without witnefling 
k» that a few years could poflibly noake fuch an 
alteration as it does in their perfons This ftid- 
den change is chiefly owing to the drudgery 
knpofed on them by the men after a certaia 
age ; to their expofing themfelves fo much to 
the burning rays of the fun ; fitting fo conli- 
nually in the fmoke of wood iires ; and> above 
all, to the general cuftom of proilituting them- 
ielves at a very early age* 

Though the Indians are profufely furmflied 
with hair on their heads, yet on none of the 
other parts of the body, ufually covered with 
it amongft us, is the fmalleft £gn of hair vifible, 
esccept, indeed^ on the chins of okl men^ whero 

a few 
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a few flender AraggUng hairs are fometimes 

ieen, not different from what may be occaiicn^ 

ally feen on women of a certain age in Europe^ 

Many persons have fuppofed that the Indians 

have been created without hair on thofe parts 

of the body where it appears wanting ; others, * 

on the contrary, are of opinicm, that nature has 

not been lefs bountiful to them than to us ; 

and that this apparent deficiency of hair is 

wholly owing to their plucking it out them- 

ielves by the roots, as foon as it appears above 

the ikin* It is well known, indeed, that the 

Indians have a great diflike to hair, and that 

fuch of the men as are ambit^ious of appearing 

gayer than]the reft, pluck it not only from their 

eye-brows and-eye-laflies, but alfo from every 

part of the head, except one fpot on the back 

part of the crown, where they leave a long 

lock. For my own part, from every thing I 

have £een and heard, I am fully perfuaded, that 

if an Indian were to lay afide this cuftom of 

plucking out the hair, he would not only have 

a beard, but likewife hair on the fame parts 

of the body as white people have ; I think, 

however, at the fame time, that this hair would 

be much finer, and not grow as thickly as upon 

our bodies, notwithftanding that the hair of 

their heads is fo much thicker than oiirs. The 

few hairs that are feen on the faces of old men 

are to be attributed to the careleflhefs of old 

people about their external appearance. 

0^3 To 
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To pluck out their hair, all fuch as have any 
connedtion with the traders make ufe of a pli- 
able worm, formed of flattened brafs wire. 
This inflrument is clofely applied, in its open 
ftate, to the furface of the body where the hair 
* grows ; it is then comprefled by the finger and 
thumb 5 a great number of hairs are caught at 
once between the fpiral evolutions of the wire, 
and by a fudden twitch they are all drawn out 
by the roots. An old fcjuaw, with one of thefe 
inftruments, would deprive you of your beard 
in a very few minutes, and a flight application 
of the worm two or three times in the year 
would be fuflicient to keep your chin fmooth 
ever afterwards. A very great number of tho 
white people, in the neighbourhood of Mai- 
den and Detroit, from having fubmitted to this 
operation, appear at firfl: fight as little indebted 
to nature for beards as the Indians. The ope- 
ration is very painful, but it is foon over, and 
when one confiders how much time and trou- 
ble is faved and cafe gained by it in the end, 
it is only furprifing that more people do not 
fummon up refolution, and patiently fubmit 
to it. 

The long lock of hair on the top of the head, 
with the flcin on which it grows, conft:itutcs 
the true fcalp ; and in fcalping a perfon that 
}ias a full head of hair, an experienced warrior 
never thinks of taking oflF more of the fkin 

than 
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than a bit of about the fize of a crown piece, 
from the part of the head where this lock is 
.ufually left. They ornament this folitary 
lock of hair with beads, filver trinkets, &c. and 
on grand occafions with feathers. The wo- 
men do not pluck any of the hair from off their 
heads, and pride themfelves upon having it as 
long as poffible. They commonly wear it 
neatly platted up behind, and divided in front 
on the middle of the forehead. When they 
wifh to appear finer than ufual, they paint the 
fmall part of the fkm, which appears on the 
reparation of the hair, with a ftreak of ver- 
milion ; when neatly done, it looks extremely 
well, and forms a pleafing contraft to the jetty 
black of their hair. 

The Indians, who have any dealings with 
the Englifli or American traders, and all of 
them have that live in the neighbourhood, and 
to the eaft of the Mifliffippi, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of the great lakes to the north-weft, 
have now totally laid afide the ufe of furs and 
lkin« in their drefs, except for their (hoes or 
moccaftns, and (bmetimes for their leggings, 
as they find they can exchange them to advan- 
tage for blankets and woollen cloths, &c. which 
they confider likewife as much more agree- 
able and commodious materials for wearing 
apparel. The moccafm is made of the fkin of 
the deer, elk, or buffalo, which is commonly 

C^4 dreflcd 
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drefled without the hair, and rendered of adee{» 
brown colour by being expofed to the fmoke 
of a wood fire. It is formed of a iingle piece 
of leather, with, a feam from the toe to the in* 
ilep, and another behind, iimilar to that in a 
common ihoe; by means of a thong, it is faf^ 
tened round the inftep, juft under the ankle- 
bone, and is thus made to fit very clofe to the 
foot. Round that part where the foot is put 
in, a flap of the depth of an inch or two is left,, 
which hangs loofely down over the ftring by 
which the moccafin is faftened; and this flap, 
as alfo the feam, are taflefuUy ornamented with 
porcupine quills and beads: the flap is edged 
with tin or copper tags filled with fcarlet hair, 
if the moccafin be intended for a man, and 
with ribands if for a woman. An ornamented 
moccafin of this fort is only worn in drefs, as 
the ornaments arfe expenfive, and the leather 
foon wears out ; one of plain leather anfwers 
for ordinary ufe. Many of the white people 
On the Indian frontiers wear this kind of ihoe; 
but a perfon not accuftomed to walk in it, or 
to walk barefoot, cannot wear it abroad, on a 
rough road, without great inconvenience, as 
every unevennefs of furface is felt through the 
kather, which is foft and pliaMe : in a houfe 
it is the mofl: agreeable fort of ihoe that can bQ 
imagined; the Indians wear it univerfally. 

Above 
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Above the moccafin all the Indians wear 
what are called leggings, which reach from the 
inftep to the middle of the thigh. They are 
commonly made of blue or fcarlet cloth, and 
are formed fo as to fit clofe to the limbs, like 
the modern pantaloons ; but the edges of the 
cloth annexed to the feam, inftead of being 
turned in, are left on the outfide, and are or- 
namented with beads, ribands, &c. when the 
leggings are intended for drefs. Many of the 
young warriors are fo defirous that their leg- 
gings fhould fit them neatly, that they make 
the fquati-s, who are the tailors, and really very 
good ones, fow them tight on their limbs, fo 
that they cannot be taken off, and they con- 
tinue to wear them conftantly till they are re- 
duced to rags. The leggings are kept up by 
means of two firings, one on the outfide of each 
thigh, which are faflened to a thirds that is tied 
round the waift. 

They alfo wear round the waift another 
ft ring, from which are fufpended two littlo 
aprons, fomewhat more than a foot fquare, ono 
hanging down before and the other behind, and 
under thefe ^ piece of cloth, drawn clofe up to 
the body between the legs,- forming a fort of 
trufs. The aprons and this piece of clothe 
which are all faftened together, are called the 
breech cloth. The utmoft ingenuity of the 
fquaws is exerted in adorning the little aprons 
with beads^ ribands^ &;c« 

Tbo 
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The moccafins, leggings, and breech cloth 
conftitute the whole of the drefs which they 
wear when they enter upon a campaign, except 
indeed it be a girdle, from which hangs their 
tobacco pouch and fcalping knife, &c. ; nor 
do they wear any thing more when the wea- 
ther is very warm; but when it is cool, orwhen 
they drefs themfelves to vilit their friends, they 
put on a fhort fhirt, loofe at the neck and 
wrifls, generally made of coarfe figured cotton 
or callico of fome gaudy pattern, not unlike 
what would be ufed for window or bed cur- 
tains at a common inn in England. Over 
the fhirt they wear either a blanket, large 
piece of broad cloth, or elfe a loofe coat made 
fome what fimilarly to a common riding frock j 
a blanket is more commonly worn than any 
thing dfe. They tie one end of it round their 
waift with a girdle, and then drawing it over 
their fhoulders, either faften it acrofs their 
breafts with a ikewer, or hold the corners of 
it together in the left hand. One would ima- 
gine that this laft mode of wearing it could 
not but be highly inconvenient to them, as it 
muft deprive them in a great meafure of the 
ufe of one hand j yet it is the mode in which 
it is commonly worn, even when they arc 
fhooting in the woods ; they generally, how- 
ever, keep the right arm difengaged when they 
carry a gun, and draw the blanket over the left 
Ihoulder, 

Tho 
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The drefs of the women differs but very 
little from that of the men. They wear moc- 
cafins, leggings, and loofe (hort ihirts, and like 
them they throw over their flioulders, occa- 
iionally, a blanket or piece of broad cloth, but 
moft generally the latter; they do, not tie it 
round their waift, however, but fuffer it ta 
hang down fo as to hide their legs ; inftead 
alfo of the breech cloth, they wear a piece of 
cloth folded clofcly round their middle, which 
reaches from the waift to the knees. Dark 
blue or green cloths in general are, preferred 
to thofe of any other colour; a few of the men 
are fond of wearing fcarlet. 

The women in warm weather appear in thtf^ 
villages without any. other covering above 
their waifts than thefe fliirts, or fhifts if you 
pleafe fo to. call them, though they differ ini 
no refpedt from the fhirts of the men ; they 
ufually, however, faften them with a broach 
round the neck. In full drefs they alfo ap- 
pear in thefe fhirts, but then they are covered 
entirely over with filver broaches, about the 
fize of a fixpenny piece. In full drefs they 
likewife faften pieces of ribands of various 
colours to their hair behind, which are fuffered 
to hang down to their very heels, I have 
feen a young fquaw, that has been a favourite 
with the men, come forth at a dance with 
upwards of five guineas worth of ribands 
^feaming from her hair. 
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On their wrifts the women wear lilver 
bracelets when thfcy can procure them; they 
alfo wear filver ear-rings ; the latter are in 
general of a very fmali fize; but it is not 
merely one pair which they wear, but feveral. 
To admit them, they bore a number of holes 
in their ears, fometimes entirely round the 
edges. The men wear ear-rings likewifc, 
but of a fort totally different from thofe worn 
by the women; they moftly confift of round 
flat thin pieces of filver, about the fize of 
ji dollar, perforated with holes in different 
patterns ; others, however, equally large, are 
made in a triangular form. Some of the tribes 
are very fele£t in the choice of the pattern, 
and will not wear any but the one fort of 
pendants, Inftead of boring their ears, the 
men flit them along the outward edge from 
top to bottom, and as foon as the ga(h is 
healed hang heavy weights to them in order 
to ilretch the rim thus fepar^ated as low down 
as poflibki Some of them are fo fuccefsfdi 
in this operation, that they cohtrive to draw 
the rims of the ear in form of a bow, down 
to their very fhoulders, and their large ear- 
rings hang dangling on their breafts. To 
prevent the rim thus extended from breaking, 
they bind it with brafs wire; however, I ob* 
ferved that there was not one in fix that bad 
his cars perfe<aj the leaft touch, indeed, is 

fufficient 
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fufficient to break the ikin^ and it would be 
moft wonderful if they were able to pr^ferve 
it entire^ engaged fo often as they are in 
drunken quarrels^ and fo often liable to be 
entangled in thickets whilft purfuing their 
game. 

Some of the men wear pendants in their 
nofesy but thefe are not fo common as ear-* 
rings. ' The chiefs and principal warriors 
wear breaft plates, confifting of large pieces of 
filver, fea {hells, or the like* Silver gorgets, 
fuch as are ufually worn by officers, p^eaf6 
them extremely, and to favourite chiefs they' 
are given out, amongd other prefents, on the 
part of government. Another fort of orna- 
ment is likewife worn by the men, confiding of 
a large filver clafp or bracelet, to which is at- 
tached a bunch of hair dyed of a fcarlet colour, 
ufually taken from the knee of the buffalo* 
This is worn on the narrow part of the arm 
above the elbow, and it is deemed very orna« 
mental, and alfo a badge of honour, for no per- 
fon wears it that has. not diftinguiflied himfelf 
in the field. Silver ornaments are univerfally 
preferred to thofe of any other metal. 

The Indians not only paint themfelves when 
^ey go to war, but likewife when they wifli 
to appear full dreffed. Red and black are 
their favourite colours, and they daub them- 
felves in the moil fantaftic manner. I have 
y feen 
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fecn fome with their f^ces entirely covered 
with black, except a round fpot in the center^ 
which included the upper lip and end of the 
nofe, which was painted red; others again 
I have feen with their heads entirely blacky 
except a large red round fpot on each ear; 
others with one eye black and the other red,- 
&c.; but the moft common ftyle of painting 
I obfeiTed, was to black their faces entirely 
over with charcoal, and then wetting their 
sails, to draw parallel undulating lines on 
their cheeks. They generally carry a little 
looking glafs about them to enable them to 
difpofe of their colours judicioufly. When they 
go to war they rub in the paint with greafe, 
-and are much more particular about their ap- 
pearance, which they ftudy to render as hor- 
rible as poffible ; they then cover their whole 
body with red, white, and black paint, and 
feem more like devils than human beings. 
Different tribes have different methods of 
painting themfelves. 

Though the Indians fpend fo much of their 
time in adorning their perfons, yet they take 
no pains to ornament their habitations, which 
for the moft part are wretched indeed. Some 
of them are formed of logs,in a ftyle fomewhat 
iimilar to the common houfes in the United 
States; but the greater part of them are of a 
moveable nature, and formed ' of bark. The 

bark 
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bark of the birch tree is deemed preferable 
to every other fort, arid where it is to be had 
is always made ufe of; but in this part of the 
country not being often met with, the bark 
of the ehn tree is ufcd in its ftead. The 
Indians are very expert in ftripping it from a 
tree ; and frequently take the entire bark from 
off the trunk in one piece. The Ikeletons of 
their huts confift of flender poles, and on them 
the bark is fattened with ftrips of the tough 
rind of fome young tree : this, if found, proves 
a very effeilual defence againft the weather. 
The huts are built in various forms : fome of 
them have walls on every fide, doors, and alfo 
a chimney in the middle of the roof; Others 
are open on one fide, and are nothing better 
than flieds. When built in this laft ftyle, four 
of them are commonly placed together, ib as 
to form a quadrangle, with the open parts 
towards the infide, and a fire common to them 
all is kindled in the middle. In fine weather 
thefe huts are agreeable dwellings ; but in the 
depth of winter they mufi: be dreadfully un- 
comfortable. Others of their huts are built 
in a conical fhape. The Nandoweflies, Mr. 
Carver tells us, live entirely in tents formed of 
ikins. A great many of the families that were 
encamped on the ifland of Bois Blanc, I ob- 
ferved, lived in the canvas tents which they 
had taken from St. Clair's army. Many of 

the 
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the Indian nations have no permanent plaCd 
of refi.dence, but move about from one fpot to 
another, and in the hunting feafon they all 
have moveable encampments, which laft are 
in general very rude, and infufficient to give 
them even tolerable fhelter from a fall of rain 
or fnov^r. The hunting feafon commences on 
the fall of the leaf, and continues till the fnow 
diilblves. 

In the depth of winter, when the fnow is 
frozen on the ground, they form their hunting 
Iheds of the fnow itfelf ; a few twigs platted 
together being fimply placed overhead to pre- 
vent the fnow which forms the roof from 
falling down. Thefe fiiowy habitations arc 
much more comfortable, and warmer in winter 
time than any others that can be crefted, 
as they efFed:ually fcreen you from the keen 
piercing blafts of the wind, and a bed of fnow 
is far from being uncomfortable. To accu ftom 
the troops to encamp in this ftyle, in cafe of a 
winter campaign, a party of them, headed by 
fpme of the young officers, ufed regularly to 
be fent from Quebec by the late governor, 
into the woods, there to fhift for themfelves 
during the month of February. Care was 
always taken, however, to fend with them 
two or three experienced perfons, to fliew 
them how to build the huts, otherwife death 
might have bccft the confcquence to many. 

In 
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In thefe encampments they always ileep with 
their feet to the fire 3 and indeed in the Indian 
cncanjpments in general, during cold weather, 
they fleep on the ground with their feet to 
the fire ; during mild weather, many of them 
fleep on benches pf bark in their huts, which 
are raifcd frc^ two to four feet from the 
ground. ^ ► 

The utenfils in an Indian hut are very fewi 
one or two brafs or iron kettles procured from 
the traders, or, if they live removed from ^them, 
pots formed of llone, together^ with a few '' 
wooden fpoons .^nd dilhes made by thqnfelves 
conftitute in genpr.^l ih^. whole of .them. A 
ftone, of a very, fpff:,. texture, rjcalledrthe ^^/iap 
ftoneiis very commqnly found in the jxacl^ 
parts of North America, ^parii^ula^ly, fij^ited 
for Jndian workmaixfliip. Jt receives its napif 
from appearing to,thc.t9Ui:h as fo£c.apd49i0Qth 
as a bit of foap ^ and indeed it fa^y, bjS cut yvith 
a knife almoft equally eafily. InfyirgiRj^a they 
ufe it po-wdered for. the boxes of thqir wheels 
inftead of greafe^...Soft, however;- as is this 
ftone, it wljl refiil fire equally., with iron* 
The foap^ ftone is of a dove cqlour ; others 
nearly of the fame quality, are-(oundin the 
country, of a black and redrcolour, which are 
ftill commonly uftd by the Indians for thq 
bowls of their pipes# / . 

Vol. IL R The 
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The bark canoes, which the Indians ofe irt 
this part of the country, are by no means fo 
neatly formed as thofe made in the country 
upon, and to the north of, the River St. 
Lawrence : they are commonly formed of one 
entire piece of elm bark, taken from the trunk 
. of the tree, which is bound on ribs formed of 
flender rods of tough wood. There are no 
tibs, however, at the ends of thefe canoes, 
but merely at the middle part, where alone 
it 18 that paffengers ever fit. It is only the 
xenter, indeed, which refts upon the water j 
the ends are generally raifed fome feet above 
the furface, the canoes being of a curved 
form. They bring them into this (hape by 
cutting* nearly midway between the flem and 
ilern, two deep flits, one on each fide, in the 
back, and by lapping di6 disjointed edges one 
over the other. No pains are taken to make 
the ends of the canoes water tight, iince they 
never touch the water. 

On firft infpeftion you would imagine, from 
its miferable appearance, that an elm bark 
canoe, thus conftru6ted, were not calculated to 
carry even a fingle perfon fafely acrofs a fmooth 
piece of water; it is neverthelefs a remarkably 
fafe fort of boat, and the Indians will refolutely 
embark in one of them during very rough 
weather. They are fo light that they ride 
fecurely over every wave, and the onlypre- 
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i:aution ncceflary in navigating them is to fit 
fieady. I have fcen a dozen people go fecurely 
in one, which might be cafily carried by, a 
finglc able-bodied man. When an Indian 
takes his family to any diilance in a canoe, the ^ 
ivonieni the girls^ and boys, are fiirniftied each 
With a paddle, and are kept bufily at work ; 
the fatlxer of the family gives himfelf no 
trouble but in ftecring the veflcL 

The Indians that are connedted with the 
traders have now, very generally, laid afide 
bows and arrows> ahd feldom take them intp 
their hands, except it be to amufe themfelv^s 
ior a few hours, when they have expended 
- their powder and (hot : their boys, however, 
ilill ufe them univerfally, and fome of them 
(hoot with wonderful dexterity. I faw a young 
Biiawnefe chief, apparently not more than ten 
years old, fix three arrows running in the body 
of a finall black fquirrel, on the top of a very 
tall tree, and during an hour or two that I fol- 
lowed him through the woods, he fcarcely 
mififed his mark half a dozen times. It is 
aftoni(hing to fee with what accuracy, and at 
the fame time with what readinefs, they mark 
the fpot where their arrows fall. They will 
Ihoot away a dozen arrows or more, fcemingly 
quite carelefs about what becomes of them, and 
its inattentive to the fpot where they fall as if 
ihey never expcdled to find them again, yet 
R 2 afterwards 
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^afterwards they will run and pick them every 
one up without hefitation. The fouthern In- 
dians are much more expert at the ufe of the 
bow than thofe near the lakes, as they make 
much greater ufe of it. 

With the gun, it fecms to be generally 
allowed, that the Indians are by no means fo 
good markfmen as the white peoplp. I have 
often taken them out fhooting with me, and 
• I always found them very flow in taking aim ; 
and though they generally hit an objeA that 
was'ftill, yet they fcarcelycver touched a bird 
on the wing, or a fquirrel that was leaping 
about from tree to tree. 

The expertnefs of the Indians in throwing 
the tomahawk is well known. At the diilance^ 
often yards they will fix the (harp edge of it 
in an objed nearly to a certainty. I have been 
told, however, that they are not fond of letting 
it out of their hands in aftion, and that they 
never attempt to throw it but when they are 
on the point of overtaking a flying foe, or arc 
certain of recovering it. Some of them will 
faften a fl:ring of the length of a few feet to the 
handle of the tomahawk, and wfll launch it 
forth, and draw it back again into their hand 
with great dexterity; they vi'ill alfo parry th^ 
thrufl: or cuts of a fWord with the tomahawk 
very dexteroufly. 

The common tomahawk is nothing more 

thaiv 
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th^R a light hatchet, but the moft approved 
fort has on tl>e back part of the hatchet, and, 
.connefted with it in one piece, 'the bowl of a 
.pipe, fo that when the handle is perforated, 
the tomahawk .anfwers every purpofe. of a 
pipe : the Indians, indeed, are fonder of fmok- 
ing out of a tomahawk than out qf any. other 
fort of pipe. That formerly given to the In- 
dians by the French traders, inftead of a pipe, 
had a large fpike on the back part of the'hat- 
chet ; very few of thefe inftruments are now 
to be found amongft them ; I never faw but 
one. The tomahawk is commonly vforn by 
the left fide, ftuck in a belt. 

For the favourite chiefs, very elegant pipe 
tomahawks, inlaid with filver, are manufac* 
tured by the armourers in the Indian depart- 
ment. Captain E ■ 1 ■ has given me one of 
this kind, which he had made for himfelf j it 
is fo much admired by the Indians, that when 
they have fcen it with me, they have frequently 
aflc^ed me to lend it to them for an hour or fo 
tp fmoke out of, juft as children would afk 
for a pretty plaything ; they have never failed 
to return it very pundtually. 
. The armourers here alluded to are perfons 
kept at the expence of government to repair 
the arms of the Indians when they happen to 
break, which is very commonly the cafe. 

An Indian child, foon after it is born, is 
R 3 fwathed 
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fwathed with cloths or ikins, and being then 

laid on its back, is bound down on a piece of 

thick board, fprcad over with foft mofs. The 

board is |eft foiiiewhat longer and broader than 

the child, and bent pieces of wood, like pieces 

pf hoops, are placed over its face to protcft it, 

fo that if .the machine were fuffered to fall the 

child would not probably be injured. The 

women, when they go abroad, carry their 

children thus tied dojvn on their backs, the 

board being fufpendcd by abroad band, which 

they wear round tlieir foreheads. When they 

bave any bufinefs to tranfadl athome, they hang 

the board on a tree, if there be one at hand,' 

and fet them a fwinging from fide to fide, Kkc 

a pendulum, in order to exercife the children]; 

fometimcs alfo, I obferyed, they unloofened the 

children from the boards, and putting th*q;i 

each into ^ fort of little hammock, fkftened 

them between two trees, and there fufFered 

them to fwing about. As foon as they arc 

ftron^ enough to crawl about on their hands 

and fcet they arc liberated from all cooiine- 

-ment, and fufFered, like young puppies, to run 

about, flark naked, into w^ater, into mud, into 

fnow, and, in fhort, to go wherefoever their 

choice leads them > hence they derive ;hat 
. .. . ■. w> , 

vigour pr conflitution which enables them to 
fupport the greatcft fatigue, and that indif- 
ference to the thangcs of the weather which 

they 
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they poffefs in common with the brute crea- 
tion. The girls are covered with a loofe gar- 
ment as foon as they have attained four or fiv« 
years of age, but the boys go naked till they 
are confiderably older* 

The Indians, as I have already remarked, 
are for the moft part very flightly made, and 
from a furvey of their perfons one would 
imagine that they were much better qualified 
for any purfuits that required great agility than 
great bodily ftrength. This has been the ge- 
neral opinion of moft of thofe who have writ- 
ten on this fubjedt. \ am induced, however, 
from what I have myfelf been witnefs to, and 
from what I have coUedled from others, to 
think that the Indiaijs are much more re- 
markable for their mufcular ftrength than for 
their agility. At different military pofts on 
Ac frontiers, where this fubjeia has been 
agitated, races, for the fake of experiment, 
have frequently been made between foldicrs 
and Indians, jind provided tiie diftance was not 
great, the Indians have almoft always been 
beaten ; but in a long race, where ftrength 
of mufcle was required, they have without ex-^ 
ception been victorious ; in leaping alfo the 
Indians have been infallibly beaten by fuch of 
' the foldiers as poOfeiTed common adivity : but 
the ftrength of the Indians is moft confpicuous 
in the carrying of burthens on ^heir twtck^if 

R4 they 
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tfeey eftcein it' nothing to walk thirty mUcs a 
"day fof4e<^eral*days together under a load of 
-eighr-ftbn^,' and they will walk an entire day 
tinder a load-without taking any refreftiment. 
In carrying burdens they make ufc of a fort of 
tfratne, fomewhat fimilar to what is commonly 
tiied Hy a glazier to carry glafs 5 this is fafteoed 
•by cords, or ftrips of tough bark or leather^ 
round their fhoulders, and when the load is 
'fixed upon the broad ledge at the bottom of 
the frame, two bands are thrown round the 
ivhole, onc'of which is broughtacrofs the fore- 
head, and the other acrofs the brcaft, and thus 
the load is fnpported. The length of way 
an Indian will travel* in the courfe of the 
*d^y, when unencumbered with a lojtd, is afto^ 
nifliing. A young Wyandot, who, when peace 
wasubout to be made between the Indians and - 
<?eneral Wayne, was employed to carry a 
mcflige from his nation to the American offi- 
cer, travelled but little* fliort of eighty miles 
<>n foot in one day 5 and I was informed by one 
of the gcnei^rs aids-dc-camp, who fa w him 
-when he arrivcdat the camp, that he did not 
appear in the leaft degree fatigued. 

Le P. Charlevoix obferves, that the Indians 
feem to him to polfefs many perfonal advan- 
tages over us ; their fenfes, in particular, he 
thinks much finer than oUrs; their fight is, 
indeed, quick and penetrating, and it does not 

fail 
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fail* them till they are for; ddyattced in years, 
notwithftahding that their eyes are expofcd fo 
many months eaCh wkiter to the daa2;iing 
\vhitencfs of the fnow, and to the iharp irri- 
tating (moke of vi^ood fires. Diforders in the 
eyes are djmoft wholly uoknown to them ; not 
is the flighteft blemiih ever fcen in their eyes, 
excepting it- be a refult from fome accident. 
Their hearing is very acute, and their fenfe of 
fmeliing fo nice, that they can tell when they 
are approaching a fire long before it is in 
^ght. 

The Indiah^ have moft retentive memories ; 
they will prefer^e to their deaths a recoUedion 
of any place they have once paffed through'; 
they never forget a face that they have, atten- 
tively obferved but for a fe^ feconds § at the 
end of many years they will repeat every fen- 
tence of the fp^eches'that have been delivered 
by different individuals in a public aUembly; 
and has any fpeech been made in the council 
lioufe of the nation, particularly dcferving of 
remembrance, it will be handed down with the 
^utmoft accuracy from one generation to an- 
other, though perfedtly ignorant of the ufeof 
hicroglyphicks and letters ; the only memorials 
of which they avail themfelyes are fmall pieces 
of wood, fuch as I told you were brought by 

them to Captain E , preparatory to the 

delivery of the prefents, and belts of wampum ; , 

the 
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the former arc only ufcd on trifling occafions^ 
the latter never but on very grand and folemo 
ones. Whenever a conference, or a talk as 
they term it> is about to be held with any 
neighbouring tribc^ or whenever any treaty or 
national compad i$ about to be made> one of 
thefe belts, differing in fome KfptCt from every 
other that h&s been made before, is immedi* 
^tely conftru£ted ; each perfon in the a0embly 
hold^ thi( belt in his hand whilA: he delivers 
his fpeech^ and when be has ended, he pre- 
fcnts it to the next perfon that rifes, by which 
ceremony each individual is reminded, that it 
behoves him to be cautious in his difqourfe, as 
*11 he fays will be feithfuUy recorded by the 
belt. The talk being over, the beU is depoiited 
in the hands of the principal chief. 

On the ratification of a treaty, very broad 
iplendid belts are reciprocally given by the 
contrading parties, which aredepofitedambngft 
the othcF belts belonging to the nation. At 
Jftated intervals they are all produced tp the 
nation, and the occafions upon which they 
were made are mentioned ; if they relate to a 
talk, one of the chiefs repeats the fubflance 
of what was faid over them; if to a treaty, the 
terms of it are recapitulated. Certain qf the 
iljuaws, alfo, are entrufted with the belts, 
whofe bufinefs it is to relate the hiftory of 
each one of tliem to the younger branches of 

th« 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WAMPUM. 2JI 

fke tribe ; this they do with great accuracy^ 
jLiid thus it is that the remembrance.of every 
impprtant tranfadtlon i$ kept up. 

The ^wampum is formed of the infide of the 
dam (hell, a large Tea (hell bearing fome fimi-^ 
litude to that of a fcallop, which is found on the 
coafts of New England and Virginia. The 
ihell is fent in its original rough ibite to Eng^i 
landy and there cut into fmall pieces, exadly . 
fimitar in fhape and fi'ze to the modern gla^ 
bugles worn by ladies, which little bits of QieQ, 
conflitute wampum. There are twp forts of 
wampum, the white and the purple; the latter 
is moO: efteemcd by the Indians, who think a 
pound weight of it equally valuable with 4 
pound of iilver. The wampum is ftning upon 
bits of leather, and the belt is compofed of ten^ 
twelve^ or more ftrings, according to the im-P 
portance of the occafion on which it is made ; 
fometimes alfo the wampum is fowed in dif'r 
ferent patterns on broad belts of leather* 

The ufc of wampum appears to be very 
general amongft the Indian nations, but how 
it became fo, is a queftion that would require 
difcuflion, for it is well known that they ar^ 
a people obflinately attached to old cuftoms, 
and that would not therefore be apt to adopt, 
on the moft grand and folemn occafion, the ufe 
of cm article that they had never feen until 
brought to them by ilrangersj at the fame 

' time 
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time it feems wfeoJlyi impoffibk that thcjr 
ihooid . ever hdre * been able to have made 
wampum from thctclam (hell for thcmfclves ; 
they falhion thd bowk of tobacco ppes, in^ 
deed, from ftone^ ii a very curious manner, arid 
uith aftoni(bingactUTacy,confidering that they 
»fo no other inftrumetit th^m a common knife^ 
but then theJildnewhich^thcy commonly carve 
thus is ofaifcty foftkind^ the clam thell, how- 
ever, i& exceedingly hard, and to bore and cut 
it intcx fach fmall pieces as' are neceffary to 
form wampum, very fine tools would be v^'ant- 
ing. Probably they made fome ufe of the 
clam (hell, aud. endeavoured to reduce it to as 
fmall bits as they- coujd with tfaeir nidf in- 
ftruments before i;fe came amoogft them, but 
en finding that we' could cut it io much more 
neatly than they oouM, laid afidc the wampum 
before in ufe for'that of our manufadure. Mn 
Carver tell&us, that he found feafhells very 
generally worn 'by the Indians who refided in 
the mod: interior parts of the continent, who 
ncvef could have viiited a fca ftiore.themfelves, 
and could onIy.have procured them at the ex- 
pence of ^much trouble from other nations* 

The Indians arc' exceedingly &gacious and 
obfervant, and by dint of minute attention, ac-^- 
quire many qualifications to which we are 
wholly ftrangers. . They will traverfe a track- 
Ufs forcft, hundreds of miles ift extent, with^ 
§ out 
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cut deviating from the ftralght courfe, and will 
reach to a certainty the fpot whither they in- 
tended to go on fetting but: with tquzi (kill 
they will crofs one of the large lakes, ancj 
though out of fight of the (hores for days, will 
to a certainty make the land at once, at the 
very place they defired. Some c^ the French 
miffionaries havefuppofed that the Indians arc 
guided hy inftind, and have pretended that 
Indian children can find their way through a 
foreft as eafily as a perfbn of maturer years; but 
this is a nio(i abfurd notion « It is unque(tion- 
ably by a clofe attention to the growth of the 
trees, and poiition' of the fun, that they find 
their way. On the northern fide of a tree, 
there is generally the moftr mofs, and the bark 
on that fide in general differs from that on the 
oppofite one.. The branches towards, the 
fouth are ^or the moft part more luxuriant 
than thofe on the other fides of trees, and fe- 
veral other diftindions alfo fubfift between the 
northern and foutheni fides, confpicuous to 
Indians, who are taught from their infancy ,tQ 
attend to them, which a common obferver 
would pcrhaps'never notice. Being accuftom- 
ed fi-om their childhood, Kkewife, to pay great 
attention to* the pofition df the fun, they learn 
to make the moilr accurate allowance for its 
apparent motion from one part of the heavens 
to another, and in any part of the day they wiU 
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poiiit to the part of the heavens where it is^ aP 
though the (ky be obfcured by clouds or miilsi 
An inilance of their dexterity in finding 
their way through an unknown country canie 
under my obfervation when I was at Stauntony 
fitu^ted behiod the Bhic Mountains^ Virginia^ 
A number of the Creek nation had arrived at 
that town in their way to Philadelphiai whither 
they were going upon fomc afiairs of im- 
portance^ and had flopped there for the night. 
In the morning ibme eircumlbuice or another/ 
what could not be learnedi induced one half of 
the Indians to fet off without their companions^ 
who did not follow until fome hours after- 
, wards. When thefe laft were ready to purfud 
their journey^ fcveral of the towns-people 
mounted their horfes to efcort them part of the 
way. They proceeded along the high road 
for fome miles, but all at ohce^ haflily turn- 
ing aiide^into the woods, though there was no' 
path, the Indians advanced confidently for- 
ward; the people who accompanied them^ 
furprifed at this movement, informed them 
that they were quitting the road to Philadel- 
phia, and expreffed their feara left they fhoukl 
mifs their companions, who had gone on be-' 
fore. They anfwered, that they know better 9 
that the way through the woods was the 
fhorteft to Philadelphia ; and that they knew 
very well that, their companions had entered 
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tl« woods at the very place they did. Curio- 
fity led feme of the horiemen to go on, and to 
their aftonifhmeUt, for there was apparently 
no track, they overtook the other Indians in 
the thickeft part of the wood ; but what ap- 
peared mod (ingular was, that the route which 
they took was found, on examining a map, to 
be as dired for Philadelphia as if they had 
taken the bearings by a mariner's compafs« 
From others of their nation, who had been at 
Philadelphia at a former period, they had pro- 
bably learned the exaft direction of that city 
from their village, and had never loft fight of 
it, although they had already travelled three 
hundred miles through woods, and had up- 
wards of four hundred miles more to go before 
they could reach the place of their deftination* 

Of the exaftncfs with which they can find 
out a ftrange place that, they have been once 
directed to by their own people, a ftriking ex- 
ample is furnifhed us, I think, by Mn JefFer- 
ibn, in his account of the Indian graves in 
Virginia. Thefe graves are nothing more than 
large mounds of earth in the woods, which, 
on being opened, are found to contain (kele- 
tons in an ere<5t pofture: the Indian mode of 
fepulture has been too often defcribed to re- 
main unknown to you. But to come to my 
ftory. A party of Indians that were pafling 
on to fome of the fea ports on the Atlantic, 

juft 
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juft as the Creeks above mentioned were gd-* 
ing to Philadeiphia, were obferved, ajl on si 
fudden, to quit the ftiraight road by which 
they were proceeding, and without aflci ng any 
queftipns, to ftrike through the woods in a 
diredt line to one of thcfe grates, which lay 
at the diftance of fortie miles from the road* 
Now very near a century muft have paflcd 
over fince the part of Virginia, in which this 
grave was fituated, had been inhabited by In-- 
dians ; and thefe Indian travellers, who Went 
to vilit it by themfelves, had, unqueftionably, 
never been in that part of the country before j- 
they muft have found their way to it limply 
from the defcription of its fituation that had 
been handed down to them by tradition. 

The Indians, for the moft part, arc admi-< 
rably well acquainted with the geography of 
their own country. Afk them any queftions 
relative to the fituafion of a particular place 
in it, and if there be a convenient fpot at handy 
they will, with the utmoft facility, trace upon 
the ground with a ftick a map, by no means 
inaccurate, of the place in queftion, and the 
furrounding country; they will point out the 
courfe of the rivers, and by direding your at- 
tention to the fun, make you acquainted with 
the different bearings. I happened once to be 
fitting in a houfe at the weftern extremity of 
Lake Erie, whilft we were. detained there by 

contrary 
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irontrary wiads^ and was employed- in looking 
bver a pocket map of the ftate df New Ydi^ki 
wfaefi a yoiing Seneka warrior entered. Hid 
atSeotiira was attraded by the fight of the 
ixjoip, and he feemed at once tti comprehend 
th^ meaning of it ; but neirer haviilg before 
fccn a general map of the ftatp of New Yorfc^ 
and bejog wholly ignotant of the ufe of let* 
tQis, he could not difcover to what part of the 
country it had a neference ; (implyi however^ 
by laying n^. finger upon the fpot where we 
thpn werct and by /hewing to bim die line that 
denoted Bufiab Creek, on which his village 
was.fituated^ I gajfo him the clue to the wholes 
and having dooc foi he quickly ran over the 
map» and with the utmoft accuracy pointed^ 
out by name» every lake and river for upwards 
c^ two hundred miles diftant from his village. 
All the lakes and rivers in thii part of the 
country ftill retain the Indian -nambs^ fo that 
had he named them wrong, I could have at 
once dete<fted him; . His plfeafure was fo great 
on heholding fucfe a perfed map of the coun- 
try, that he could not refrain from calling fome 
of his companions, who were loitering at the 
door, to come and look at it; They made figns 
to me to lend it to th^m; I did fo, and hav-* 
ing laid it on a table,, they fat over it for 
more than half an hoar^ during which time I 
obfervcd they frequently tfcftificd their plea* 
Vol. II. S fure 
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Aire to one another on finding particular placet 
accurately /laid down, which they had been 
^quaiu led with. The older men alfo £eemed 
to have inahy ftories to tell the others, pro- 
bably. refpcSing the. adventures tbeyi had met 
with at diilant parts of the country, <and which 
they were now glad of having an opportunity 
of elucidating by the map before them* 

;Whcoever a- track of ground is about td bcr 
purich^fed by government Jfrom the Indians, 
for no private individuals can purchafe lands 
fcomihem by the lawsiof the province, a map 
of the country is drawn, and the part about to 
be contradled fof^ is particularly marked out. 
If there* be lany naiftakcs. in dsiefe m^s, the 
Indians wiU at once point th^n out; and after 
the bargain isr^raadi, they ^ill, from the maps, 
mark out the bbuAdaries of the lands they have 
ceded with the greateft accuracy, notching, 
the trees, if th*e he any, along the boundary 
line, and if not, placing ftakes or ftoncs in the 
ground to denote where it runsr On thefe 
occafions regular deeds of fale are drawn, with 
accurate maps of the lands which have been 
purchafed attached to them, and thefe deeds 
are figned in form by the cbntradting parties. 
I faw feveral of them in poffefTion of our 
friend Captain £■ ■ > , which were extremely 
curious on account of the Indian iignatures. 
The Indians, for the moft part, take upon then^ 

the 
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tia&na&ie of iome animal^ as^The BluetSoakieii 
ThaLittle Turkey^ The Big Bcar^.The Mad 
Dog^ &;c». and tlxeir i]gnat(ar0S't:onfifl.:Qf th$ 
outline^ dr^wn with a pcn^iof the 'diffprcnt 
{lai^ials whofe names they bear. Some s}£ the 
iignatures at the bottom of thefe deeds were 
really well executai^ and were lively reprefen- 
iations of the ai}imals thejrwere intended for.. 
The Indians. in gcjieral pofTefs no fmall 
ihare of ingenuity. ' Their, ^omeftic wooden 
utenfils^ bows and arrows, and other weapons^ 
&Ci . are made with the utmoft rieatnefs : and 
indeed, the workmanfhip of them is frequent- 
ly fuch as to excite aflonifhment^ when it is 
confidercd that a knife and a hatchet are the 
only inftnunents they. make ufe of. On the 
handles of their tomahawks, on their powder 
horns, oji the bowls of their pipes, &c. you 
oftentinies me^t with figures extremely well 
defigned> and with fpecinsens of carving far 
from contemptible. The embroidery upon 
their moccafins and other garments ihews that 
the females are not Icfs ingenious in their way 
than the men. Their porcupine quill work 
would command ,admiratj(pn in any country 
in Europe. The foft youngs quills of the por- 
cupine are thofe .whlc}\ they ufe,. and they dye 
them of the mod beautiful and brilliant colours 
imaginable. . Sopie of their dyes havie beeii 
difcovercd, but ipany of thow yet remain un- 
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tewywh, as do alfo many of the; titcdicincs vrith 
V^fcfch th^ perform fomelhncs moft mkacu* 
lous curc$. Their dyes and mecUcines are all 
procured from tht vegetabk world. • 

Bat though the Indians prove by their per* 
forittances, that they have fome rcKfti for the 
vrbtk^ of art, yet they are by no means ready 
to bcrtow commendations on every thing cu- 
rious for its workmanfhip that is (hewir to 
them* Trinkets or ornaments foriirefs^ though 
ever fo gaudy, or ever fo neatly manufafturedj. 
they defpife, unlefs fomewhat fimilar in thrii 
kind to wl^t they themfclvcs are accuftooied 
to wear, and fafhioncd cxaftly to their OWit 
tafte, which has remained nearly the fam* 
fince Europeans firft came antongft them; 
nor will they praife any curious or wondcrfol 
piece of mechdnifm, unlefs they can iee that 
k is intended to artfwcr fome ufeful purpofe. 
Nothing that I could (hew them attracted dieir 
attention, I obferved, fo mutfb as a light 
double-barrelled gun, which I commonly car- 
ried in my hand when walking about their 
encampments* This was fbmething in their 
own way > they at ence perceived the benefit 
that muil accrue to the fportfmart from having 
two barrels on the one ilock, and tht contriv- 
ance plcaibd them; well acquainted alio with: 
the qualities of good kxks, and the advantages 
attending themir they eicprefled great fat^e^ 
. *^ tioa 
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tion at finding thofc upon my piece ^ fliperiori 
ta what they perhaps had before feen. i 

'It is not every new fcene either, which to 
them» one would imagine, could not fail to 
appear wondtFfal, that will excite their admi- 

A French writer, I forget who, tells us qf 
ipoEie Iroquois -Indians that walked through 
&yerdl of the &nfif\ ftreets of Paris, but with- 
out. 'exprei&ng the leaft pleafure at any thing 
they fawi until they at laft.came to a copk'& 
ih'op; this called forth their warmeft prajifej^ 
a fliop where a niafl' was always fare of gettiog 
fiMDething to fati^ his hunger, without tho 
trouble and fatigue of hunting and fifhing, was 
in their opinion^ CfJe of the moil: admirable 
inftttutions poflibls : had ^bey been told, how- 
ever, that they tmuft have paid for what thty 
cat^.they would have expreffed equal indigna- 
tion perhaps at what they faw. In their pwa 
"viBa^a they have no idea of refafing food tcr 
&ny perfon that enters their habitation in qua- 
lity of a frieod^i . 

The Indians^ whom curiofity or bufinefs 
leads to Pfailade^bii, or to. any other of the 
krge towns in the St«tos^ ifind> in general, as 
little defcrvirig of notice in the ftreets and 
houfes^ there iks itbtib IroqtiOis at Paris; ind 
there i& not one of theoa: but ivrfaiat would prefer 
his own wig^tram to the znt)f| fplendid h^bita- 
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f Ions they fee in any of thcfe places. The 
pipping, however, at Philadelphia and the 
Other fea-ports, feldom feik to ercite their ad- 
miration, becaufe they at oncfc fefe the utility 
and advantage' of large veffels ^vcr canines, 
which are the only veflels they have. The 
young Wyandot, whbnl I befdw Mentioned, as 
having made fuch a wonderful day's Journey 
on foot, happened to be at i^hiladelphia when 
I was there, and he appeared highly delighted 
with the river, and the great number of fhipk 
of all fizes upon it ; but the tide attraAed.his 
attention more than any thing elfe whatfoever.* 
On coming to the river the firft day, he looked 
up at the fun, and made certain obfervationg 
upon the courfe of the {lream> apd geniral 
fituation of the place, as ttierilifdians lietbr 
fail to do on coming to any nfeW or remarkable 
fpot. The fecond time, however; he weiit 
down to the water, he found to his furprife 
that the river was running with equal rapicfiiQr 
in a contrary diredion to what he had feen 
it run the day before. For a moment he ima-- 
gined that by fonje miftake he muft have got 
to "the oppofite fide of it i . but foon recoUcdling 
himfelf, and being perfuaded that he flood on 
the very fame fpot from vrhchcq he had viewed 
U the day before, his ailonifhment became great 
indeed. To obtain information upon fuch an 
intcrefting point, he immediately fought out 
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an aid-de-camp of General Wayne, who had 
brought him to town . This gentleman, how- 
ever, only rendered the appearance, ftill more 
myfterious to him, by telling him, that the 
great fpirit, for the convenience of the white 
men, who were his particular ij^vourites, had 
made the rivers in their country to run tvyo 
ways; but the poor Wyandot was fatisfied 
with the anfwer, and replied, "Ah, my friend^ 
'* if the great fpirit would make the Ohio to 
*^ run two ways for us, we fhould very ofte» 
" pay you a vifit a? Pittfburgh ^.'\ Dui:ipg 
his ftay at Philadelphia he never failed to 
viiit the river ev?ry day, 

Amongft the public exhibitions at Phila- 
delphia, the performances of the horfe riders 
and tumblers at the amphitheatre appear tQ 
afford them the greateft pleafure; they enter- 
tain the higheft opinion of thefe people who 
are fo diftinguiflbed for their feats of aftivityy 
^nd rank them amongil the ablefl men in the 
nation^ Nothing, indeed, gives more delight 
to the Indians tlian to fee a man that ex^eU 
in any bodily exercife ; and tell them even pf 
a perfon that i& diftinguillied for his,^;eat 
ilrength, for his fwiftnefs in runijjng, for -his 
dexterous managetnentpf t]jie bow or the gun, 
^r his cunning in hunting, for his intrepid 

^ A town fuuated at the very he^d of ^he Ohio. 
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and firm coWtaA in war, or the like, they will 
lifteri to ydu with the gre^t^ {deafure^ and 
rbadily join in praife^ of the hero, 

Tl>e Indians appear, on the firft view, to be 
of a very cold and phlegmatic difpoiition, and' 
you muft know them for fomc time before you 
can be perfuaded to the contrary. If you fee w 
them any artificial produftida which pleafcs 
them, they fimply tell you, with feeming indif- 
ference, " that it is pretty j" *^ that they like 
••to look at it;" ** that it is a clever inven- 
f* tion:" nor do they teftify their fatisfaftion 
and pleafure by emotions feemingly tnuch 
warmer in their nature, on beholding any ncwbr 
furprifing fpeftacle, or on hearing any happy 
.piece of intelligence. The performances at the 
Amphitheatre at Philadelphia, though unijuef-'^ 
tionably highly intercfting to them, never drew 
forth from them, I obferrVed, more thah a 
ibile or a gentle laugh, followed by a remark 
in a low voice to their friend fitting next to 
them^ With equal indifference do they be- 
hold any thjng terrible, or liften to the accounts 
pf any dreadful cataftrophc that .has befallcA 
their families or their nation. This apathy, 
however, is tSnly affumcd, • and' certaiiily ' does 
not proceed from a real want of feeling-: no 
people on earth ire more alive to the calls^of 
frjehdihip ; no people have a greater affedlion 
for their offspring in their tender years ; no 

people 
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aeople are more fbiiiibie of an injury : a word 
jn the fligbteft ^gree infulting will kindle ^ 
^ame in their, breafts, that can only be ex-^ 
tiDgaiilic4 by the bbod of the oiFending partr ^ 
and they will traverfe forefts for hnndrcds. bf 
iniles, expc^ed to the inclemency of the^e- 
vacAwesjhetyZnd to the pangs of hunger^ td 
gratify their .revenge; they will not ceafe for 
years daily to. vifit, and filently to mourn over 
the grave of a. departed child; and they will 
rifk .their, lives, and facrifice every thing tiicy 
poiTefs, to affift a friend in didrefs ; bull at the 
iame timci ia their opinion, no man can. be 
pfteemed a good warrior or a dignified charac- "^ 
tcr that openly betrays any extravagant emo-^ 
tions of furprife, of joy, of forrow, or of fear^ 
jBn any occafion w^iatfocvjcr. The excellence , 
of appearing thus indi&imt to what wcold 
excite the. ibrongeft emotions in tbe minds of 
any other people, is forcibly inculcated on 
tbctn from their earliefl: youth ; and fudi an 
«ftoni(hing cdmciand do they acqiiioe over 
tfaemfelves, that even at the ftake, when fuf-- 
fering the feyfcreft tortures that can be iniliflrd 
40fo the human body by the flames and the knife, 
they appear unmoved, and kugh, as it is well- 
kndwn, at their tormentors. 

This affiwaed apathy on the part of the In- 
idians makes them appear uncommonly grave 
and referred in the prefence of ftrangcrs ; in 
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their own private circles^ however, they fre** 
quently keep up gay and fprightly converfa** 
tions ; and they are poiTeiTed^ it is faid, of a 
lively and ready turn of wit* , When at fuck a 
place as Philadelphia, notwithftanding their 
appearing fo indifferent to eveiy. tbmg before 
them whiift ftrangcrs arjc prefent, yet^ after 
having retired by thcmielves to an apartment 
for the night, they will frequently fit up fijt 
hours together, laughing and talking of v^t 
they have feen in the courfe of ihc diy,^ I 
have been told by perfons acquainted with 
their language, that have overheard their dif^ 
courfe on fuch occafions, that their remarks 
are. mofk pertinent, and that they fometimeB 
turn what has pafled before them into fuch 
ludicrous points of view, that it is fcarcely pof-^ 
fiblc to refrain from laughter, . i . 

. £ut though the Indians, in general, appear 
fo rcferved in the prefence of ftratigersy yet 
the firmnefs of their difpofitions forbids them 
from ever appearing* embarraffcd, and they 
would fit down to table in a palace^ before 
the firil crowned head on the face of the eartbi 
with as much unconcern as they would .^ 
down to a frugal meal in one of their own ca- 
bins. They deem it highly becoming in a 
warrior, to accommodate his manners to thofe 
/o£ the people with whom he may happen to 
^e^ and as they are woijclerfttlly obfervanj, 
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-you Will felddm perceive any thing of awk^ 
wardnei^ or vulgarity in iheir behaviour in th? 
company of ftrangers. I have feen an Indian, 
that had lived in the woods from his infancy^ 
enter a drawing room in Philadelphia, full of 
kdies, with as much liaie and as much gentility 
as if he had always lived in the city, and 
ftierely from having been told, preparatory 
to his entering, the form ufually obferved oh 
fuch occafions. But the following anecdote '' 
will put this matter in a flronger point of 
view. . .^, 

.'Our friend. Nekig, the Little Otter, had 
been invited to .dine with us at thfe houfe of 
|L gentlemian at Detroit, and he came accord- 
ingly, accompanied by his fon, a little boy of 
aboullmne or ten years of age, After dinner 
a^xarietyoif fruits were ferved upland amongft 
tb^' roil fome pe$ches, a dilh pf which- was 
handed to thp young Indian* He helped him- 
felf to one ^ith becoming propriety 5 but im- 
naediately afterwards he put the fruit to his 
mouthy and bit a piece out of it. The 
father eyed hinj with indignation^ and fpok^ 
feme words* tp him in a low voice, which I 
<x)uld not underftand, but which, on being 
interpreted by one of the company, proved 
to be a warm reprimand foe his having been 
fo deficient in obfervation as not to peel hi$ 
peach, as he jQiw the gentleman oppofite to 
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Jiim had done. The little fcBow was a^ 
tremely afliamed of llimfelf ; but he qukrklf 
retrieved his error, by drawing a plate towarcU 
kim> and pealing tl^ fruit "With the greateft 
neatnefs. . ; . < » . , 

' Some port wine, which he war afterwarda 
helped to, not being by any toean* agreoab)^ 
to iiis palate^ the Itttk fellow^ oiade a wiy 
face, as a ehild might naturaUy Rafter drink- 
ing it. This called forth another reprimand 
from the father, who toid faim^ that lie dcf^ 
fpaircd of ever feeing him a great rpan or « 
good warrior if he appeared !tKeii to diflike 
What his^ hod had kindly helped h«i to. Th^ 
boy drank the reft of his ^riiiQwith iieemin^ 
pleafiire. 

The Indians fcarcely ever lift their l^anda 
again ft their children j but if they are umiiind^^ 
fal of what is faid to* them, fjicy ibinetimei 
throw a little water in their faces, a fpecies of 
reprimand of whi^h the children have the 
greateft dread, and which produces an m^ 
Jtantaneous good tffcGt. ' One of the French 
miffionaries tells us of his having feon 4i gid 
df an advanced age io vexed at having jfoma 
water thrown in her face by her mother, as< if 
fhe w^3 ftill a child, that flie inftantly retired^ 
and put an end to her exiftcnce, A^ ^cmg as 
they remain children, the youftg Indians are 
attentive in lh^ extreme to th«^ aidTice of their 

parent* • 
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foxknts^i but arrived at the age of puberty, 
titd able tia provide for thcmfclves, they no 
loAger hare any rcfpcft for them* and they 
will folldw their own will and pleafurc in fpite 
6F all their remonilrances, unlefs, indeed, 
their parents be of an advanced age. Old age 
Mirer fails to command their moft profound 
Veaeration. 

No people are poflefled of a greater fliare 
of natural politenefs than the Indians : they 
will never interrupt you whilft you are fpcak-^ 
ing ; nor, if you have told them any thing 
which they think to be falfe, Will they bluntly 
contradiA you; .** We dare fay brother/' they 
will anfwer, ^ that you yourfelf believe what 
^ you tell us to be true ; but it appears to us 
^ fo improbable that we cannot give our aflent 

^ to it.*' 

In their conduct towards one another nought 
but gentlenefs and harmony is obfervablc. 
You arc never witnefs, amongft them, to fuch 
noify broils and clamorous contentions as are 
conjmon amongft the lower clafTes of people 
in Europe; ncft* do you perceive amongft them 
any traces of the coarfe vulgar manners of 
thefe latter people; they behave pn all occa- 
fions like gentlemen, and could not fo many 
glaring proofs be adduced to the contrary, you 
never could imagmc that they were that fe- 
rocious favagc people in war which they are 

fliid 
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laid to be. It muft be underftogd/howcycfy 
that I only fpeak now of the. Indians in their 
fober ftate; when intoxicated with' fpirits^ 
>vhich is but too often the cafey a very dif- 
ferent pi<-lure is prefented to^our viewy.ancl 
they appear more like devils incarnate th'^it 
human beings; theyioar, they faght, they .cut 
each other, and commit every fort of outrage^ 
indeed fo fenfible are they of. their own infir- 
mities, in this ftate, that when a number of 
them are about to get drunk, they give up 
their knives and tomahawks, Scc^ to one of 
the party, who is on honour to remain ibber, 
, and to prevent mifchief, and who generally 
does behave according to this promiie. If 
they happen to get drunk withbut having taken! 
this precaution, their fquaws take the earlieft 
opportunity to deprive them of their weaponsw 
The Indians prefer whiflcey and rum to all 
qther fpirituous liquors j- but they do not feem 
eager to obtain thefe liquors fo much for the 
pleafure of gratifying their palates as for the 
fake of intoxication. There is not one in a 
hundred that can refrain from ddnkipg to ex^ 
cefs if he have it in. his power ; and the ge- 
lierality of them having once got a tafte of 
any intoxicating liquor, will ufe every mean* 
to gain more i and to do fo they at once be- 
come mean, fervile, deceitful, and depraved, in 
every fenfe of the word. Nothing can make 

amends* 
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Amends to thefe unfortunate people for the in- 
trodudton of fpirituous liquors amongft them* 
Before their acquaintance with them, they 
were diftinguiflicd beyond all other nations 
for their* temperance in eating and drinking; 
for their temperance in eating, indeed, they 
are ftill remarkable; they efteem it indecorous 
in the higheft degree even to appear hungry ; 
and on arriving at their villages, after having 
fafted, perhaps, for feveral da^rs preceding, 
they will fit down quietly, and not afk for any 
food for a coniiderable time ; and having got 
wherewith to fatisfy their appetite, they will 
cat v^ith moderation, as though the calls of 
hunger were not more preffing than if they 
had feafted the hour before. They never eat 
on any occafion in a hurr;^. 

The Indians are by nature of a . very hof- 
pitable generods dilpofitron, where no parti- 
culv circumftances operate to the contrary ; 
and, indeed, even when revenge would fain 
perfuade them to behave differently, yet hav- 
ing once profeffed a friendfhip for a ftranger, 
and pledged themfelves for his fafety, nothing 
can induce them to deviate from their word. 
Of their gencrofity I had numberlefs proofs in 
the prefents which they gave me ; and though 
it muft be allowed, that when they make pre- 
fents they generally expeft others in return, 
yet I am convinced, from the manner in which 

they 
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they prefented different trifles to lue, dial It 
was not with an expeftatioft of gaining more ' 
valuable prefents in return thit th6y gave theoif 
to me, but merely through fricndftiip/ It is 
notorious, that towards one another thby are 
liberal in the extreme, and for ever ready ttf 
fupply the deficiencies of their neighbours with 
any fuperfluities of their own. They have no 
idea of amafTing wealth for thentffelve^ indi-* 
yidually^ and tiiey wonder that peribns can 
be found in any fcciety^ fo deftituce of every 
generous, fentiment, as to enrich themfelves at 
thc.expence of others, and to ltv« ifi eafe and 
affluence, regardlefs of the miiery and wretch^ 
ednefs of mipmbers of the fame community td 
which they thcmfclyes btlong. Their dreiies^ 
domeftic uteniils, and weapons, are the only 
articles of property to which they lay an ex* 
clulive claim; every thing elfe is the common 
property of the tribe, in promoting the general 
w^elfarc in which every individual feels himfelf 
deeply intcicfted. The chiefs are.aifluated by 
the fame laudable fpirit,- and inflead of being- 
the richeft, arc, in many'inftances, the poorcil 
perfons in the community; for whilft pthersr 
have leifurc to hunt, 6cc. it frequently hap- 
pens that the whole of their time is occupied 
in fettling the public affairs t)f the natron. 

The generality of the Indian nations appear* 
to have two forts of chiefs j council chiefs^ and 

^ war 
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War chiefs. The former are hereditary, ahd 
ar^ employed principally in the management 
of their civil affairs ; but they may be war 
chiefs at the fame time t the latter are chofeit 
from amoQgft tbofe who have diftinguifhed 
themfelves the mofl in battk> and are folely 
employed in leading the warriors in the fields 
The chiefs have po power of enforcing obe- 
dience to their commands^ HQi* do they ever 
attempt to give their orders ia an imperious 
manner j they fimply advife. Each priyatd 
individual conceives that he is born in a flato 
of perfed: liberty, and he difdains ^11 concroul, 
|>ut that which his own reafon fubjeds him 
to. As they all have one intereft, however^ 
at hearty which, is the general welfare of the 
natipn, and ^s it is well ki)own that the cl|iefa 
are actuated by no other motives, whatever 
meafures they recommend are generally at«. 
tended to, and at once adopted. Savages as 
they are, yet in no civilized community, I 
foar^ on earth, ihall we find the fame public 
ipirit^ the fame diiinterefledhefs, and the fame 
regard to order, where order is not enforced 
by the feverity of laws, as araongft the In- 
dians. 

The Indians have the moil fovereign con-, 
tempt for any fet of people that have tamely 
relinquifhed their liberty ; and they confider 
fuch as have lofl it, even after a hard flruggle. 

Vol. 11. T as 
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as unworthy any rank in fociety above that of 
old women: to this caufe, and not to the dif- 
ference that fubfifts between their perfons, is 
to be attributed, I conceive, the rooted aver- 
fion which the Indians univcrfally have for 
negroes. You could not poffibly affront aa 
Indian more readily, than by telling him that 
you think he bears fome refemblance to a ne* 
groi or that be has negro blood in his veins: 
they look upon them as animals inferior to the 
human fpecies, and will kill them with as 
much unconcern as a dog or a cat. 

An American officer, who, during the war 
with Great Britain, had been fent to one of 
the Indian nations refident on the weflern 
frontier of the States, to perfuade them to re- 
main neuter in the conteft, informed' me> tixsfi 
whilft he remained amongfl them fome agents 
arrived in their village to negociate, if poffible, 
for the releafe of Ibme negro'flaves whom they 
had^carried off from the American fettlements. 
One of thefe negroes, a remarkably tall hand«f 
fome fellow, had been given to an Indian wo- 
man of fome confequence in the nation^ in 
the manner in which prifoners ^re ufually dif- 
pofed of amongfl them. Application was 
made to her for his ranfom. She liflened 
quietly to what was faid; refolved at the fama 
time, however, tliat the fellow fhould n6t have 
his liberty,, ihe ftepped afide into her cabin; 

and 
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Sifid having brought but A large knife^ walked 
lip to her flave, arid without more ado plunged 
it intb hid bowels i *' Now/' fays fhe, ad- 
drefling lierfetf* Codlly tb the agents ; " now 
" I give you leave to take away your negro/* 
The poor creatdre that had been ftabbed feU 
to; the ground, and lay writhing aboilt in the . 
greateft agonies, until oiie of the warriors took 
compaflion on him, artd put an end to his mi-* 
fcry fey^a blow of a tomahawk. 

At Detroit, Niagara, and fomt other places 
m Upper Canada, a few negroes are fttU held 
in bondisige. Two of thefe hiplefs people 
contKvecf, whilft we itmained at Maiden, tb 
inake their efcape frhm Detroit; by ftealing a 
boati and pf occeding in the night down thd 
Hver. As the wind would not permit them 
tof croii the lake, it was conjefturedthat they 
w6uld'be induced' to coaft along the fliore 
uirtii ^ihey^ reached a place of &fety; in hopes^ 
thcrefore,of being able to recover -themj the 
j>roprietor - came down to Maldeil, and there 
procured two triifty Indians to go in kjoeft of 
them; The Induing,' having received a de« 
icripiioQ^icxf t^ieirperfens, fei out; . but had 
fcardd)rpsoceeded ai| htindred yards^when one 
of thtfixl, iirhp could fpeak a few wordsrx^f Eng« 
li£b, rptorned, to afk the proprietor' if he would 
^ve him permiffion to icalp the negroes tf 
they. Were at all reffadory, or refufed coming* 
. . T2 His 
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His requeft was pcfemptonly refUfedy for ic 
was well known that, had it been graated, ho 
would have at once killed thexn to avoid the 
trouble of bringing them back. •' Wdl,'^ 
fays he^ '' if you will nojt let me icalp both^ 
** you wx>n*t be angry with me^ I hope, if I 
^^ icalp one,'^ He was told in anfwer, thai he 
inu(^ bri&g them both biack alive* This dr- 
cupiftance appeared tO' mortify him extremely^ 
and he was beginning to he^tate about goings 
when, iorry am I to fay, the.piroprietor^ fearful 
left the- fellows ihould escape from, liioir gave 
his aiTeot to the Indian's, requeftj;^ but at; the 
fame tone be begged that he would not de^ 
ftroy them.if he coul^ po^CU^ly avoid it.;; What 
the refuk was I ne^i;. learned;, but ^omthc 
apparent (atisfa^tipn with which the lodiaQc iet 
«ut after be had obtained. ))is dieadfo) fpmiC' 
iion^ there was every ^r^fon to; imagine.: that 
one of the oegipes at 1^ W9uj|d bejfaqrj^fod. 
'This indigence ii^ th^ mind of the J^n^^ai^ 
about taking.away the Ijiie o|C a fj^pvi^ cr^atiirer 
makes them ^ear^ ii:mq0:kQ.e«i|e£E9d^ in 
a very Mwamiahle poinA oflview. , Tiiear $}lh^ 
that in* the. opinion Cff .snany pe^slet all the 
good qualities which thcy.pQf&fsy .would but 
ill atanc for /their reviengdfUl di(pofition»'and 
forthecrueltidswhidi,>itis weU known, they 
fbmetiroes inflii^ uponcthe.prifoners who have 
fallen into their power in Wtle« G^ncafr pains 
* have 
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have been taken, both by the French and 
£ngli(h miflionarieSy to repreient to them the 
infamy of torturing ijseir prifoners ; nor have 
ihefe pains been beftowed in vain ; for though 
in Ibme recent inflances it has appeared that 
they illll retain a fbndncfs for this horrid 
praftice, yet I will venture, from what I have 
hezrdjf to aflert, that of late years not one pri- 
foner has been put to the torture* where 
twenty would have been a hundred years aga 
Of the prifoners that fell into their hands on 
St. Clair's defeat, I could not learn, although 
I made.Arift enquiries on the fubjed, that a 
iingle man had been faflened to the flake* . 
As foon as the defeat was known, rewards 
were held out by the Britifh officers, and 
others that had influence over them, to bring 
in their prifoners alive, and the greater part 
of them were delivered -up unhurt ; but to 
irradtcate wholly from their breafls the fpirit 
of revenge has been found impoffible. You 
will be enabled to form a tolerable idea of 
the little good cfifeft which education has over 
their minds in this refpedl, from the following 
anecdotes of Captain Jofeph Brandt, a war 
chief of the Mohawk nation. 

This Brandt, at a very early age, was lent 
to a college in New England, where, being 
poflefled of a good capacity, he foon made 
very confiderable progrefs in the Greek and 

T 3 Latin ^ 
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Latin languages. tJnc<>niinon pains wer^ 
taken to inftil into his mind the truths of th^ 
gofpel. He profeffed himf^lf to be a warai 
admirer of the principles of chriftianity» and 
in hopes of being able to cpnvei^t his nation 
on returning to them, he abfolutely tranflated 
the gofpel of St. Matthew into the Mohawk 
language; he alfo tranilated the eflabli(hed 
form of prayer of the church pf England. 
Before Brandt, however, had finifhed his courfc 
of ftiidies, the Amejican war broke out, and 
fired with that fpirit of glory which feems to 
have been implanted by nature in the bread 
of the Indian, he immediately quitted the col- 
lege, repaired to his native village, and (hortly 
afterwards, with a confiderablc body of his 
nation, joined feme Britifli trobps under the 
command of Sir John Johnfton. Here he 
diftinguiflied himfelf by his valour in many 
different engagements, and was Toon raifed, 
not only to the rank of a war chief, but aUo 
to that of a captain in his Majefty's fervicc. 

It was fiot long, however, before Brandt 
fuUied his reputation in the Britilh army. A 
fkirmifh took place with a body of American 
troops ; the action was warm, and Brandt was 
ihot by a mufquet*ball in the heel ; but the 
Americans in the end were defeated, and an 
officer with about fixty men taken prifoners. 
The officer, after having delivered up his 

fword. 
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Tword, had entered intoconverfation with Co- 
lonel Johnfton, who commanded the Britifli 
troops, and they were talking together in the 
moft friendly manner, when Brandt, having 
ftolen ilily behind them, laid the American 
officer lifelefs on the ground with a blow of 
his tomahawk. The indignation of Sir John 
Johnfton, as may readily be fuppofed, was 
roufed by fuch an a<ft of treachery, and he 
refented it in the warmeft language. Brandt . 
liftened to him unconcernedly, and when he 
had finiihed, told.him, that he was forry what 
he had done had caufed his difple^ure, but 
chat indeed his heel. was extremely painful at 
the moment^ and he could not help revenging 
himifiif on the ooly phief of the party that he 
faw takea* Since he had killed the officer^ 
his heel, he ad<^ed, w^s much lefs painful to 
iiim thao it had be^n before^ 

When the w^ broke out, the Mohsjwks 
refided on |he Mohawk River, in the flate 
of New York, but on peace being made, they 
emigrated int6 Upper Canada, and their prin- 
cipal village is now iituated on the Grand Ri^ 
ver, which falls into Lake Eric on the north 
fide, about fixty miles from the town of Newark 
or Niagara j there Brandt at prcfent reiides. 
He has built a comfortable habitation for him* 
fclf, ax)d any ftranger that yifits him may reft 
alTured of being well received, and of finding 

T 4 a plen- 
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a plentiful taile well ferved every day. He 
has no lefs than thirty or forty n^;roes, wha 
attend to his horfes, cultivate his grounds, &c, 
Th?fe poor creatures are kept ij» the greateft 
fubjedion, and they dare not attempt to make 
their efcape, for he has aflbred them, that if 
they did {o he would follow them himfelf, 
though it were to the confines of Gcoigia, and 
would tomahawk them wherever he m<jt them. 
They know hi* difpofition too well not to 
think that he would adhere ftridly |q his 
word. 

Brandt receives from government half pay 
as a captain, befides annual prefents,&c. whidj 
in all amount, it is faid, to ^.500 per annum. 
We had no fmall curiofity, as you may wdl 
imagine, to fee this Brandt, and we procured 
letters of introduftion to him from the go- 
vernor's fecretary, and fi-om different officers 
ind gentlementjf his acquaintance, with an in- 
tention of proceeding from Newark to his vil- 
lage. Moft unluckily, however, on the day 
before that of our reaching the town of New- 
ark or Niagara, he had embarked on boaid a 
veffel for Kingfton, at the oppofite end of the 
lake. You may judge.of Brandt's confequence, 
when I tell you, that a lawyer of Niagara, who 
croffed Lake Ontario in the fame veffel with 
us, from Kingfton, where he had been detained 
for Come time by contrary winds, informed us. 

the 
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the day ciftcr our arrival at Niagara^ that by h& 
not having reached that place in time to tran- 
iad: fome law bufinefs /or Brandt/ and which 
had cohfe(}tiently been given to another per-., 
fon, he fhould be a lofcr of one hundred 
pounds at leaft. 

Brandt's fagacity led Kim, early in life, to 
dilcover that the Indians had been made the 
dupe of every foreign power that had got foot-, 
ing in America ; and» indeed, could he have 
had any doubts on the fubjeift, they would 
have been removed when he faw the Briti(b, 
. after haying demanded and received the affift- 
ance of the Indians in the American war> ib 
ungeneroufly and unjuftly yield up the whole 
of the Indian territories, eaft of the Mifliffippi 
and fouth of the lakes, to the people of the^ 
United States ; to the very enemies, in (hort, 
they had made to themfelves at the requeft of 
the Briti(h. He perceived with regret that 
the Indians, t^ efpouiing the quarrels of the 
whites, and by efpoufing different interefts, 
were weakening themfelves ; whereas, if they 
remained aloof, and were guided by the one po- 
)icy, they would foon become fof midable, and 
be treated with more refpedt ; he formed the 
|)old fcheme, therefore, of uniting the Indians 
together in one grand confederacy, and for this 
purpofe fent nieflengers to different chiefs, 
propofing that a general meeting fhould be 

held 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tit TRAVELS THROUGH UPPER CANADA: 

held of the heads of every tribe, to take the 
fubjeft into confideration ; but certain cf the 
tribes, fufpicious of Brandt's dcfigns, and fear- 
ful that he was bent upon acquiring power for 
himfelf by this meafure, oppofed it vrith all 
their might. Brandt has in confequence be- 
come extremely obnoxious to many of the mbft 
warlike, and with fiich a jealous eye do they 
now regard him, that it would not be per- 
fedly fafe for him to venture to the upper 
country. 

He has managed the afiairs of his own peo- 
ple with great ability, and leafed out their fu- 
perfluous lands for them, for long terms, of 
years, by which meafure a certain annual re- 
venue is enfured to the nation, probably 2$ 
long as it will remain a nation • He wifely 
judged, that it was much better to do fo than 
to fuffer the Mohawks, as many other tribes 
had done, to fell their pofleflions by piecemeal,,^ 
the fums of money tbey received for which, 
however great, would foon be diffipated jf paid 
to them at once. 

Whenever the affairs of his nation ihall perr 
mit him to do fo, Brandt declares it to be hjs 
intention to fit down to the further fludy of 
the Greek language, of which he profeffcs him* 
felf to be a great admirer, and to tranflatc from 
the original, ipto the Mohawk language, more 
of the New Teftament ; yet this fame man, 

ihortly 
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ihortly before we arrived at Niagara, killed his 
only fon with his own hand* The fon, it 
feemsy was a drunken good for nothing fellow, 
vvho had often avowed his intention of de« 
ftroying his father. One evening he abfo- 
lutely entered the apartment of his fatherland 
had begun to grapple with him, perhaps with 
a view to put his unnatural threats into ex- 
ecution, when Brandt drew a .A^ort fword, and 
felled him (o the ground. Brandt fpeaks of 
this affair with regret, but at the fame time 
without any of that epiotion which another 
perfon than an Indian might be fuppofed 
to feeK He confoles himfelf for the adl, by 
thinking that he has benefitted the nation, by 
ridding them of a rafcaL , 

Brandt wears his hair in the Indian ftylc, 
^nd alfo the Indian drefs ; inflead of th^ wrap- 
per, or blanket^ he wears a (hort coat, fuch as 
I have defcribed^ fimilar to a hunting frock. 

Though infinite pains have been taken by 
jthe French Roman Catholics, and other mif- 
iionaries, to propagate the gofpel amongft the 
Jndians, and though many different tribes have 
been induced thereby to fubmit to baptifm^ 
yet it does not appear, except in very few in- 
ilances, that any paterial advantages have re- 
fulted from the introdudtion of the Chriftian 
religion amongft therq. They have learned 
to repeat pertain forms of prayer ; they have 

learned 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



ftS4 TRAVELS THROUGH UPPER CANADA: 

learned to attend to certain outward ceremo- 
nies;, but they ftill continue to be fwayed by 
the fame violent pafiions as before, and have 
imbibed nothing of the. genuine (pirit of 
chriftianity. 

The Moravian miffionaries have wrought a 
greater change in the ndinds of the Indians than 
any others, and have fucceeded fo far as to in« 
duce fome of them to abandon their favage 
mode of life, to renounce war, and to culti- 
vate the earth. It is with the Munfies, a 
fmall tribe refident on the eaft fide of Lake 
St. Clair, that they have had the moft fuccefsj 
but the number that have been fo converted 
is fmall indeed. The Roman Catholics have 
the moft adherents, as the outward forms and 
parade of their religion are particularly cal'- 
culated to ftrike the attention of the Indians, 
and as but little reftraint is laid on them by 
the miilionaries of that perfuafion, in confe- 
quence of their profefiion of the new faith. 
The Quakers, of all people, have had the leaft 
fuccefs amongft them ; the doftrine of non- 
refiftance, which they fet out with preaching, 
but ill accords with the, opinion of the In- 
dian; and amongft fome tribes, where they 
have attempted to inculcate it, particularly 
amongft the Shawnefe, one of the moft war- 
like tribes to the north of the Ohio, they 

- have 
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have beci> expofed to very imminent dan^ 

The Indians, who yet remain ignorant of 
divine revelation, feem almoft univerfally to 
believe in the exiftence of one fupreme, be- 
neficent, all wife, and all powerful fpirit, and 
likewife in the exiftence of fubordiitate fpiritSt 
both good and bad. The former, having the 
good of mankind at heart, 'they think it need-« 
lefs to pay homage to them, and it is only to 
the evil ones, of whom they have an innate 
dread, that they pay their devotions, in order tQ 
avert their ill intentions* Some diftant tribes, 
it is faid, have priefts amongft them, but it 
does not appear that they have any regular 

• The great difficulty vii ccmverdng tbe fndtaas to chriA 
tkmity.dties «ot &riie ft^m thm Jitta^hxiieiit to their omm te^ 
ligioo, where they hare aRy» fo much as from certain habiti 
which they fcem to have imbibed, with the very milk of their 
mothers. 

A French miftooary rehtjet, that he was oncQ endeavoariq^ 
cb^Dver^ an Indian* by defcribing to him the rewards that 
would attend the good, and the dreadful punifliment which muit 
tnevkably await the wicked, in a fntare world, when the Indian, 
inhp had fome time before loft* his doareft Mend, fuddenly in« 
terrupted him, l^y afking hun, whether he thought his departed 
friend was gone to heaven or to hell. I fincerely truft, anfwered 
the miffionary» that he is in heaven. Then I wil( do as yo« 
bid me» added the Indian, aod lead a fober life, for I (hould 
like to go to the place where my friend is. Had he, on the 
contrary, been told that hb friend was in hell, dl that the re* 
verend father codd have 6id to him of fire and brimfhme would 
have been of little avail in perfuading him to have led any 
other than the moft difTolute life, in hopes of meeting with 
hu friend to fympathifc with him under hii fofferings. * 

forms 
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forms of worfliip* Each individual repeats i 
prayef, or makes an offering to the evil fpirit/ 
when his fear and apprehenfibns fuggeft the 
ncceffity of his fo doing. 

The belief of a future ftate, iii which they 
are to enjoy the fame pleafures as they do in 
this world, but to be exempted from pain, and 
from the trouble of procuring food, fecms to 
be very general amongft them. Some of the 
tribes have much lefs devotion than others ; 
the Shawnefe, a warlike daring nation, have 
but very little fear of evil fpirits, and confe- 
quently have fcarcely any religion amongft 
them. None of this nation, that I could learn, 
have ever been converted to Chriftianity. 
_ It is a very iiqgular and remarkable cir- 
cumftance, that not^vithftanding the ftriking 
fimilarity which we find in the perfbns, man- 
ners, cufloms, difpofitions, and religion of the 
different tribes of Indians from one ciid of the 
continent of North America to the othef, a 
iimilarity fo great as hardly to leave a doubt 
on the mind but that they muft all have had 
the fame origin, the languages of the different 
tribes ihould yet be fo materially different. 
Np two tribes fpcak exadlly the fame lan- 
guage ; and the languages of many of thofe, 
who live at no great diftance afunder» vary fo 
much, that they cannot make themfelves at all 
undcrftpod to each other. I was, informed 

that 
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that the Chippeway language was by fer the 
iBoft generali and that a perfon intimately ac« 
quaiiited with it would foon be able to acquire! 
a tolerable knowledge of any other language 
fpoken between the Ohio and Lake Superior. 
Some perfons, who have maxfc the Indian lan-i 
guages their ftudy, affert, that all the different 
languages fpoken by thofe tribes, with which 
wc have any connexion, arcbut draleftsof 
three primitive tongues^ viz. 'the' Huron>.the 
Algonquin, and the Sioux ; the two former of 
which, being well underftood, will enable a 
perfon to convcrfe, at Icaft flightly; with the 
Indians of any tribe in Canada dr the United 
States. All the nations that fpeak a langifitgd 
derived from the Sioux, luve, it is (aid, a bif- 
fing pronunciation ; thofe who fpeak one de« 
rived from the Huron, have a- guttural pro- 
nunciation; and fuch as fpeak any one derived 
from the Algonquin, pronounce their words 
-with greater foftnefs and eafe than any of the 
others. Whether this be a juft diflin<ftion or 
not I cannot pretend to determine; I (hall 
only obicrve, that all the Indian men I ever 
met with, as well thofe whofc language is faid 
to be derived from the Huron, as thofe whofe 
language is derived from the Algonquin, ap- 
pear to me to have very few labial founds in 
their language,, and to pronounce the words 
from the throat, but not fo much from the 

upper 
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upper »s th« lower part of the throat toward* 
the breaft. A flight degree of hefitation i^ 
obiervable in their fpeech» and they articulate 
ieemiogly with difSculty^ and in a manner 
fomewhat fixmlar to what a perfon^ I (hpuld 
fuppofe> wouM be apt' to do if he* had a great 
weight laid on his cheft^ or had received a 
blow on his breaft or back fo violent as to 
affedl his bfj^a^h. The women, on the con- 
trary^ fpeak with the utmofl eafe, and the lan- 
guage, as pronounced by them^f appears as foft 
as the Italian. They have, without exception, 
the moft delicate harmonious voices I ever 
lieardj and the moft pleating gentle laugh thai 
it is poffible to conceive. I have oftentimes 
iat amongfl a group of diem for an hour or 
two together^ merely for the pleafure of liflen- 
ing to their converfation, on account of its 
wonderful foftnefs and delicacy. 

The Indians, both men and women, fpeak 
with great deliberation, and never appear to be 
m fi lofs for words to exprefs their fenti- 
DaeQts. 

. The native mufic of the Indians is very 
rude and indifferent, and equally devoid of 
melody and variety. Their famous war fong 
is nothing better than an infipid recitative. 
Singing and dancing with them go hand jo 
hand; and when a large number of them, col- 
lected together, join in the one fong, the few 
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Wild notes of which it confifts, mmgled with 
the found of their pipes and drums, fonietimes 
produce, when heard at a diftancc, a pleafihg 
effedl on the ear; bat it is then and then only 
that thfeir mufic is tolerable. 

The' firft night of our arrival at Maiden, 
juft as we were retiring to raft, near midnightg 
we were moft agreeably entertained in this 
manner with the found of their mufic on the 
ifland of Bois Blanc, Eager to hear more of 
it, and to be witnefs to their dancing, we pro- 
cured a boat, and immediately crofled the rivqr 
to the fpot where they were aflcmbled. Three > 
elderly men, feated under a tree, were the prin- 
cipal muficians. One of thefe beat a fmall 
drum, formed of a piece of a hollow tree co- 
vered with a fkin, and the two others marked 
time equally with the drum, with rattles form- 
ed of dried fqua(hes or gourds filled with 
peafe. At the fame time thefe men fung, in- 
deed they were the leaders of the fong, which 
the dancers joined in^ The dancers confided 
ibjcly of a party of fquaws, to the number of 
twenty or thereabouts, who, (landing in a cir- 
cle, with their faces inwards and their hands 
folded round each other's necks, moved, thus 
linked together, fideways, with clofe (hort 
fteps, round a fmall fire. The men and wo- 
men never dance together, unlefs indeed ,a 
pretty fquaW be introduced by fome young 
Vol. II. U ' fellow 
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Fellow into one of the men's dances, which i^ 
confidered as a very great mark of favour. 
This is of a piece wath the general condudl of 
the Indians, who look upon the women in a 
totally different light from what we do in 
Europe, and condemn them as flaves to do all 
'the drudgery. I have feen a young chief with 
*no lefs than three women attendant on him to 
'run after his arrows, when he was amufing 
hunfelf with fhooting fquirrels ; I have alfo 
feen Indians, when moving for a few miles 
from one place to another, mount their horfes 
'and canter away at their eafe, whilft their wo- 
men were left not only to walk, but to carry 
'very heavy loads on their backs after them. 

" After the women had danced for a time, 
' a larger fire was kindled, and the men af- 
^fembled from different parts of the ifland, to 
'the number of fifty or fixty, to amufe them- 
felves in their turn'. There was little more 
variety in their dancing than in that of the 
.' women. They firfl walked round the fire in a 
large circle, clofely , one after another, marking 
time with (hort fleps to the mufic; the heft 
dancer was put at their head, and gave the 
* ftep ; he was alfo the principal finger in the 
circle. After having made one rouhd, the 
ftep was altered to a wider one, and they began 
to flamp with great ' vehemence upon the 
ground ; and every third or fourth round, 
8 making 
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making little leaps off the ground with bo^ 
feet, they turned their faces to the fire and 
., bowed their heads, at the fame time going on 
fideways. At laft, having made a dozen or 
two rounds, towards the end of which each 
one of them had begun to ftamp on the 
ground with inconceivable fury, but more 
particularly the principal dancer, they all gave 
a loud fhout atx>nce, and the' dance ended. 

In two or three minutes another dance was 
begun, which ended as foon, and nearly in the 
fame way as the other. There was but little 
difference in the figures of any of them, and 
the only material difference in the fongs was, 
that in fome of them the dancers, inftead of 
finging the whole of the air, came in fimply 
with refponfes to the airs fung by the old men. 
They beckoned to us to join them in their 
dance, which we immediately did, as it was 
likely to pleafe them, and we remained on the 
iilapd with them till two or three o'clock in 
the rnorning. ^ There is fomething inconceiv- 
ably terrible in the fight of a number of Indians' 
xJancing thus rouiul a fire in the depths of thick 
^ woods, and the loud fhrieks At the end of 
qvery dance adds greatly to the horrpr which 
iheir firft appearance infpires. 

Scarcely a night pafled over but what there 
wqre dances; fimilar to thofe I have defcribed, 
pn the ifland. ^ They never think of dancing 

U 2 till 
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till the night is confiderably advanced, and thdy 
keep it up till daybreak. In the day time 
they lie fleeping in the fun, or fit fmoking to- 
bacco, that is, when they have nothing par- 
ticular to engage them. Though the moft 
diligent perfevering people in the world when 
roufed into adlion, yet when at peace with 
their neighbours, and having got wherewith 
to fatisfy the calls of hunger, they are the moft 
flothful and indolent poffible. 

The dances mentioned are fuch as the In- 
dians amufe themfelves with in common. On 
grand occafions they have a variety of others 
much more interefting to a fpedlator. The 
dances which you fee in common amongft the 
SHawnefe, and certain other tribes, are alfo, it 
is faid, much more entertaining than thofe I 
have defcribed. There were feveral families 
of the Shawnefe encamped on the ifland of 
Bois Blanc when we were there; but as there 
was not a fufficient number to form a dance 
by themfelves, we were never gratified with a 
iight of their performances. 

Of their grand dances the war dance moft 
undoubtedly, from every account I have re- 
ceived of it, for I never had any opportunity 
of feeing it myfelf, be the one moft worthy the 
attention of a ftranger. It is performed both 
on fetting out and returning from their War 
parties, and likewife at other times, but never 

except 
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except on fome very particular and folemn oc- 
qafion. The chiefs and warriors who are about 
to join in this dance drefs and paint themfelves 
as if adtually out on a warlike expedition, and. 
they carry in their hands their warlike wea- 
pons; Being affemblcd, they feat then^felves 
down on their hams, in a circle, round a great 
fire, uear to which is placed a large poft^ after 
fcmaining a (hort time in this pofition, one of 
the principal chiefs rifes, and placing himfelf 
in the center, begins to rehearfe, in a fort of 
recitative, all the gallant adtions which he has 
ever performed ; he dwells particularly on the. 
number of enemies he has killed, and defcribe; 
the manner in which he fcalped them, making 
geftures all the time, and brandijliing his wea- 
pons, as if actually engaged in performing th^ 
horrid operation. At the end of every re- 
markable ftory he ftrikes his war club on th? 
poft with great fury. Every chief and war- 
rior tells of his deeds in turn. The fong of 
one warrior often occupies feveral hours, and 
the dance itfelf fomctimcs lads for three or 
four entire days and nights. During this pe- 
riod no one is allowed to deep, a perfon who 
ftands at the outfide of the circle being ap- 
pointed (whofe bufinefs it is) to roufe any 
warrior that appears in the Icaft drowfy, A 
deer, a bear, 9r fome other large animal is put 
to rQaft at the fire as foon as the dance begins, 

U 3 and 
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atfd while it latts eatih warrior rifes at ^'ill ta 
helphirnfeif toa'^ifeceof it. Aftci* each per- 
fon ill the circle his ih turn told of his exploits; 
tney all rife, and join in 4 dance truly terrify-^ 
fng; they throw themfelvcs into a variety of 
pbftures, ind Ifeaping about in the moft fran- 
ttc manner, brandifli their knives and other 
:&reaponsj at thte fame time they fet u'p the 
4^ar hoop, and utter the moft dreadful yells 
imaginable. In this manner the dance ter- 



minates. 



The Indian flute or pipe is formed of a thick 
cane, fimilar to what is found on the banks of 
the Milfiffippi, and in the fouthern parts of the 
United States, It is about two feet or more 
in length, and has eight or nine holes in it, in 
one^row. It is held in the fame manner as the 
oboe or clarinet, and the found is prodbced by 
means of a mouth piece not unlike that of a 
common whiftle. The tbne^ofthe inftrument 
&re by no mean^ unharmoniotis, and they wcruld 
ladmit of a pleafing modtilation, but I never 
met with ah Indian that was able to play a re- 
gular air upon it, qot even any one of the airS 
which they commonly fmg, although I faw 
feveral that were extremely ifbnS of amuiiTig 
ihenifelvcs with the inftrument, and tnat would 
tit for hours together over the embers of their 
cahin fires, playing over a few wild melanclioly 
npfes. Every Indian that can bring a found 
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out. of the inflrumcnt, and ftop the holes, 
which any one may do, thinks himfelf mafter^ 
ojt it ; and the notes \vhich they Tomqionly 
produce are as unconnefted atid unmeaning a* 
thofe which a child would bring forth from a" 
halfpenny whiftle. \ ' 

In addition to what I have faid on the fubjeft 
of the Indians, I {hall only obferve, that not- 
withftanding they are fuch a very friendly hof- 
pitable people, yet few perfons, who had ever 
tafted of the pleafures and comforts of civi- 
lized life, ^vould feel any inclination to refide 
aniongft them, on becoming acquainted with 
their manner of living. The filthinefs and 
wrctchednefs of their fmoky habitations, the 
naufeoufnefs of their common food to a perfon 
not even of a delicate palate, and their general 
uncleanlinefs, would be fufficient, f think, to 
deter any one from going to live amongft ihfem 
from choice, fuppoling even that no other 
reafons operated againft his doing fo. For biy 
own part, I had fully determined in my own 
mind, when I firft came to America, not to 
leave the continent without fpending a confi- 
derable time amongft them, in the interior parts 
of the country, in order to have an opportunity 
of obferving th?ir native manners and cuftoms 
in their utmoft purity -, but the famples th'avc 
fcen of them during my ftay in this part of th^ 
country, although it has given me a mo'ft fa- 
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vourable opinion of the Indians themfelvess has 
irtduccd me to relinquifli my purpofe. Con- 
tent therefore with what I have feen myfelf, 
^nd with what I have heard from others, if 

. chance ftiould not bring me again into their 
way in profecuting my journey into the fettled 

s parts of the States, I /hall take no further pains 
to cultivate a aipre iptimate acquaints^nce with 
them* 



LETTER XXXVL 

Xyeparture from Maiden. — Storm on Lake Erte^ 
! — Driven back amongji the IJlands. — Sbip-^ 
wreck narrowly avoided, — Voyage acrojs the 
Lake. — Land at Fort Erie, — Proceed to 
huffalo Creek. — Engage Indians to go through 
(he Woods. — Set out on Foot. — journey 
fbrough the Woods. — Defcription of the Coun^ 
fry beyond Buffalo Creek. — Vafi Plains. — 
Grand Appearance of the Trees here, — Indian 
Jpogs. — Arrival at the Settlements on Genefee 
River. — Firji Settlers, — Their general Cha^ 
raster. — Defcription (f the Country bordering 
on Genefee River. — Fevers common in Au- 
tumn.^ Proceed on Foot to Bath. 

Bathi November, 

^OWARDS the latter end of the mond^ 

of Odober, the fchooner in which we 

had engaged a paflagi^ to Prcfqu' Ifle made 
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her appearance before Maiden, where (he waff 
obliged to lay at anchor for three days, the 
wind not being favourable for going farther 
down the river; at the end of that time, how- 
ever, it veered about, and we repaired on board>. 
after having taken a long farewel of our friend 

Captain E •, whofe kindnefs to us had been 

unbounded, and was doubly grateful, inafmuch 
as it was totally unexpedted by us young 
•ftrangers, who had not the flighteft acquaint- 
ance with him previous to our coming into the 
country, and had not been introduced to him 
even by letter. 

The wind, though favourable, was very 
light on the morning of our embarkation, but 
the current being ftrong we were foon carried 
down to the lake* In the afternoon we palTed 
the iflands, which had the moft beautiful ap* 
pearance imaginable. The rich woods with 
which the (hores were adorned, now tinged 
with the hues of autumn, afforded in their 
decline a ftill more pleafing variety to the eye 
than when they were clothed in their fulled 
verdure; and their gaudy colours, intermingled 
with the fhadows of the rocks, were feen fan- 
cifully reflefted in the unruffled furface of the 
furrounding lake. At day- break the next 
morning we found ourfelves entirely clear of 
the land ; but inftead of the azure fky and 
gentle breezes which had favoured us the pre- 
ceding 
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ceding day, we had, thick hazy weather, and 
, every appearance in the heavens indicated that 
before many hours were over we ihould have 
to contend with fome of thofe dangerous 
ftorms that are fo frequertt on Lake Erie. I^ 
was not long indeed ere the winds began to 
blow, and the waves to rife in a tremendous 
manner, and we foon became fpedators of a 
number of thcfe confufed and difgufting fcenes 
which a gale of wind never fails to occafion in 
a fmall veffel crowded with palfengers. A 
number of old French ladies, who were going 
to fee their grandchildren in Lower Canada^ 
and who now for the firft time in their lives 
found themfelves on the water, occupied the 
cabin. The hold of the veflel, boarded ifrom 
end to end, and divided fimply by a fail fuf- 
pended from one of the beams, was filled on 
one fide with fteerage pafl^engers, amongft 
which were feveral women and children ; and 
on the cppofite one with pa Avengers who had 
p^id cabin price, but were unable to get any 
better accommodation, amongfl: which num- 
ber was our party* Not including either the 
old ladies in the cabin, or the fteerage paflen- 
gers, we fat down to dinner each day twenty- 
fix in number, which circumftance, when I 
inform you that the veflel was only feventy 
tons burtlien, will beft enable you to conceive 
how ijuich \yc muft hav,e been crowded. The 

greater 
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greater part of the paflengcrs, drooping under 
fea-fickncfs, begged for heaven's fake that thft* 
captain would put back; but bent upon per^ 
forming his voyage with expedition, v^bicb 
was a matter of the utmoft confequcnce in- 
deed, now that the fcafon was fo far advanced^ 
ind there was a poflibility that he might be 
blocked up by the ice on his return, he was 
deaf to their entreaties. What the earneft en- 
treaties, however, of the paflengcrs could oot 
cfk^j the ftorm foon compelled him to. It 
was found abfolutcly neceflaxy to feek for a 
place of (heltcr to avoid its fury ; and accord- 
ingly the helm having been ordered up, we 
made the beft of our way back again to the 
iflands, in a bay between two of which wc 
caft anchor. This bay, fituated between the 
Bafs Iflands, which are among the largeft in 
the clufter, is called, from iis being fo fre- 
quently reforted to by veiTcls that meet with 
contrary winds in going down the lake, Put- 
in-Bay, vulgarly termed by the failors Pudding 
Bay. 

Here we lay fecurely ihcltered by the land 
until four o'clock the next morning, when 
the watch upon deck gave the alarm that the 
veflTel was driving from her anchor, and going 
HA towards the (hore. The captain ftarted 
up, and perceiving that the wind had fhifted* 
land the knd no longer aiForded any protedioa 

to 
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to the vcflel, he immediately gave orders to 
flip the cable, and hoift the jib, in order to wear 
the veflel round, and thus get free, if poffible, 
ef the fliorc. In the hurry and confufion of 
the moment, however, the mainfail was hqifled 
at the fame time with the jib, the vcflel was. 
put aback, and nothing could have favcd her 
from gping at once on fliore but the letting 
fall of another anchor inftantaneoufly. I caa 
only account for this unfortunate miftake by 
fuppofing that the men were not fufficiently 
roufed from their flumbers, on coming upoi> 
deck, to hear diftinftly the word of com* 
mand. Only one man had been left to keep 
the watch, as it was thought that the veflel 
was riding in perfedl fafety, and from the timq 
that the alarm was firft given until the an- 
chor was dropped fcarcely four minutes 
fflapfed. 

The dawn of day only enabled us to fee all 
the danger of our fituation. We were within 
one hundred yards of a rocky lee ihore, and 
depending upon one anchor, which, if the gale 
increafed, the captain feared very much would 
not hold. The day was wet and fqually, and 
the appearance of the iky gave us every rea- 
fon to imagine that the weather, infl;ead of 
growing moderate, would become flill more 
tempeftuous than it either was or had been j 
peverthclefs, buoyed up by hope, and by 9 

good 
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good (hare of animal fpirits, we eat our break- 
fafts regardiefs of the impending danger, and 
afterwards fat down to a game of cards; buf 
fcarccly had we played for one hour when tho 
difmal cry was heard of, " All hands aloft," 
as the veffel was again drifting towards the 
fliore. The day being very cold, I had thrown 
a blanket over my fliouldcrs, and had faftened 
it round my waift with a girdle, in the Indian 
fafhion ; but being incapable of managing it 
like an Indian, I flopped to difencumber my- 
felf of it before I went on d*ck, fo that, as it 
happened, I was the laft man below. The 
readieft way of going up was through the 
hatchway, and I had juft got my foojt upon 
the ladder, in order to afcend, when the vef- 
fel ftruck with great force upon the rocks. 
The women (hriekirig now- flocked round me, 
begging for God's fake that I would ftay by 
them; at the fame time my companions urged 
me from above to come up with all poffible 
fpeed. To my lateft hour I (hall never for- 
get the emotions which I felt at that moment; 
to have ftaid below would have been ufelefs; 
I endeavoured, therefore, to comfort the poor 
creatures that clung to me, and then difen- 
gaging myfelf from them, forced my way 
upon deck, where I was no fooner arrived than 
the hatches were inftantly fhut down upon 
the wretched females, whofe ihricks refound- 
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cd through the vcflel, notwithftanding all the 
buftle of the feamcn, and the tremendous 
roariog of the breakers amongil: the adjacent 
rocks. 

Before two minutes had pafled over, the 
veflel ftruck a fdcond time, but with a ftill 
greater fhock ; and at the end of a quarter of 
an hour, during which period flie had gra- 
dually approached nearer towards the fhore, 
Ihe began to ftrike with the fall of every 
wave.« 

The general .opinion now fcemed to be in 
favour of cutting away the mafts, in order to 
lighten the veflel ; and the axes were adually 
upraifed for that purpofe, when one of my 
companions, who poflefled a confiderable (hare 
of nautical knowledge from having been in 
. the navy, oppofed the tneafure. It appeared 
to him, that as the pumps were ilill free, and 
as the veflel had not yet made more water 
than could he eafily got under, the cutting 
away of the nwfl:s would only be to deprive 
ourfdves of the means of getting off^ the rock 
if the wind fliould veer about; but he advifed 
the captain to have the yard? and topmafts cut 
away. The mafts were fpared, and his advice 
was in every other refpedt attended to. The 
wind unfortunately, however, ftill coijtinucd 
to blow from the fame point, and the only 
alteration ob&rvable in it was its blowipg 
with ftill greater force than ever* 

As 
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As thcftorm increafed, the \v^^cs began tb 
roll with greater turbulence than before; 'and 
with fuch irinpetuofity did they break over the 
bows of the vefTel, that it was with the vcty 
utmoft difficulty that I, and half a dozen mote 
who had taken our ftation on the forccaftle, 
could hold by our hands faft enough to* faVe 
ourfelves from being darned overboard. For 
upwards of four hours did we remain in this ' 
fituation, expefting every inftant that the veflil 
would go to pieces, and expofed every three 

* or four minutes to the fhock of one of the 
tremendous breakers which came rolling to- 
wards us. Many of the billows appeared to 
be half as high as the foretop, and fametimcs, 
when they burft over us, our breath was 
nearly taken away by the violence of the 

' fhock. At! laft, finding ourfelves {6 benumbed 
with cold that it would be impoffible for As 
to make any exertions in the water to fave 
ourfelves if the veffel was wrecked, we de- 
termined to go below, there to remain urifil 
we (hould be again forced up by the waves. 

Some of the paflengers now began ta write 
their wills on fcraps of paper, and to inclofe 
them in what they imagined would be moft 
likely to preferve them from the water; others 
had begun to take from their trunks what they 

" deemed moft valuable ; and bne unfortunate . 

' thoughtlefsman^'who was' tnoVing with his 

family 
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fsLtnily from the upper country, we difcovered 
in the very a£t of loading himfelf with dollars 
from head to foot, fo that had he fallen into 
the water in the ftate we found him, he muft 
inevitably have been carried ^o the bottom. 

Words can convey no idea of the wildnefs 
that reigned in the countenance of almoft every 
perfon as the night approached; and many, 
terrified with the apprehenfions of a nightly 
ihipwreck, began to lament that the cable had 
not been at once cut, fo as to have let the 
veflel go on (hore whilft day-light remained: 
this indeed had been propofed a few hours 
after the veflel began to ftrike ; but it was 
over-ruled by the captain, who very properly 
refufed to« adopt a meafure tending to the im- 
mediate and certain deftrudtion of his veflel, 
whilft a poflibility remained that fhe might 
efcape. 

Till nine o'clock at night the vefl^el kept 
ftriking every minute, during which time we 
were kept in a ftate of the moft dreadful fuf- 
pence about our fate ; but then happily the 
wind (hifted one or two points in our favour, 
which occafioned the veflel to roll inftead of 
ftriking. At midnight the gale grew fomc- 
what more moderate; and at three in the 
morning^ it was fo far abated, that the men 
were enabled to haul on the anchor, and in a 
ftiort time to bring the veflel once more into 

deep 
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deep water^ and out of all danger. Great was 
the joy, as may well be imagined, which this 
circumftance difFufed amongft the paffengers ; 
and well pleafed was each one, after the fa- 
tigue and anxiety of the preceding day, to 
think he might fecurely lay himfelf down'to 
reft. 

The next morning the fun arofe in all his 
majefty from behind one of the diftant iflands. 
The azure Iky was unobfcured by a iingle 
cloud, the air felt fercnely mild, and the birds, 
as if equally delighted with man that the ftorm 
was over, fweetly v/arbled forth their fongs in 
the adjacent woods 3 in fhort, had it not been 
for the diibrdered condition in which we faw 
our vcflel, and every thing belonging to us, the 
perils we had gone through would have ap- 
peared like a dream. 

The firft objedl of examination was the rud- 
der. The tiller was broken to atoms ; and the 
failors who went over the ftern reported, that 
of the four gudgeons or hooks on which the 
rudder was fufpended, only one was left entire, 
and that one was much bent. On being un- 
fhipped, the bottom of it was found to be fo 
much (hivered that it aftually refembled the 
end of a broOrti. The keel, there was every 
•reafon to fuppdie, was in the fame fhattered 
condition j neverthelefs the veflel, to the great 
aftoniihment qf every perfon on boards did not 

Vol. II. X make 
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make much water. Had (he been half as crazy 
as the King's veflel in which we went up the 
.lake, nothing could have faved her from de*- 
ftruiSion. 

A confultation was now held upon what was 
. beft to be idone. ' To proceed on the voyage 
appeared totally out of the queftioa; and it 
, only remained to determine which way was the 
eafiefl and readieft to get back to Maiden. All 
was at a fland, when an officer in the American 
fcrvice propofcd the beating out of an iron 
crow bar, and the manufacturing of new gud« 
geons. This was thought to be impra<^icable ; 
but neccffity, the mother of invention» having 
fet all our heads to work> an anvil was formed 
of a number of axes laid upon a block of wood; 
a large fire was kindled, and a party of us act- 
ing as fmiths in turns, by the end of three 
hours contrived to hammer out one v^ry re- 
fpcftable gudgeon. 

In the mean time others of the pafiengers 
were employed in -making a new tiller, and 
others undertook to fiOi £br the cable aqcl an* 
chor that had been flipped, whilfl the failors 
were kept bufily employed at the rigging. By 
nightfall the vefTel was fo far refitted that no 
apprehenfions were any longer entertained 
about our being able to reach Maiden in fafety^ 
and fome began to think there would be no 
danger in proJfecuting the voyage down the 
8 lake. 
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lake» The captain faid that his condud muft 
be regulated entirely by the appearance of the 
weather on the following day. 

Early the next morning, whilft we yet re- 
mained ftretched in our births, our party was 
much furprifed at hearing the found of ftrange 
v6ices upon deck; .but our furprife was ftill 
greater, when on a nearer approach we re- 
cognized them to be the voices of two young 
friends of ours, who, like ourfelves, had crofled 
the Atlantic to make a tour of the continent 
of North America, and whom, but a few days 
before we hjid quitted Philadelphia, we had 
accompanied fome miles from that city on 
their way towards the fouth. They had tra*- 
vclled, it feemed, from Philadelphia to Virgi- 
nia, afterwards to Kentucky, and had found 
their way from the Ohio to Detroit on horfe-^ 
back, after encountering numberlefs inconve- 
niences. There they had engaged a paffage 
in a little floop bound to Fort Erie, the laft 
vcffel which was to quit that port during the 
prefent fcafon. They had embarked the pre- 
ceding day, and in the night had run in to 
Put'^in-'Bay, as the wind was not favourable 
. for going down the lake. The commander 
of the floop offered to ftay by our vcffel, and 
to give her every affiftance in hia power, if our 
captain chofe to proceed down the. lake with 
him. The offer was gladly accepted, and it 

X 2 was 
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was agreed that the two vefiels (hould fail to- 
gether as ibon as the wind was favourable. 

After having breakfaftcd, we proceeded with 
our young friends, in the (hip's boat, to that 
part of the ifland off which we had been ex- 
pofed to fo much danger. Here we found the 
ihore ft re wed with the oars, fpars, ice. which 
had been waftied overboard, and from the 
dreadful manner in which they were (batter- 
ed, no doubt remained on our minds, but that 
if the ve(rel had been wrecked, two thirds of 
the pa(rengers at leaft muft have perilhed 
amidft the rocks and breakers. We fpent the 
day rambling about the woods, and recounting 
to each other our adventures (ince the laft fe- 
paration, and in the evening returned to our 
re(pe<ftive (hips. About midnight the wiiid 
became fair, and whilft we lay wrapt in fleep 
the ve(rcls put to lea. 

All hopes of being able to get on (hore at 
Prefqu' Ifle were now over, for the captain, as 
our veflel was in fuch atickli(h condition, was 
fearful of venturing in there, left he might lofe 
iight of the (loop ; we made up our minds, 
therefore, for being carried once more to our 
old quarters, Fort Eric; and after a moft dif- 
agreeable pa(rage of four days, during which we 
encountered feveral fqualls not a little alarming, 
landed there in fafety. 

Our friends immediately fet out for Newark, 

from 
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from whence, if the feafon would admit of it, 
and a favourable opportunity offered, they pro- 
pofed to fail to Kingfton, and proceed after- 
wards to Lower Canada ; we, on the contrary, 
defirous of returning by a different route from 
that by which we had come up the country, . 
croffcd over to Buffalo Creek, in hopes of being 
able to procure horfes at the Indian village 
there, to carry us through the Genefee country. 
To our difappointment we found, that all the 
Indians of the village who had horfes had al- 
ready fet out with them on their hunting expe- 
dition j but the interpreters told us, that if we 
would confent to walk through the woods, as 
£siv as the fettlements of the white people, the 
neareft of which was ninety mika from Buffalo 
Creek, he did not doubt but that he could find 
Indians in the village who would undertake to 
carry our baggage for us ; and that once ar- 
rived at the back fettlements, we fhould find 
it no difficult matter to hire horfes. We 
readily agreed to his propofals, and he in con- 
fcquence foon picked cut from the Indians five 
men, amongft which was a war chief, on whom 
he told us we might place every reliance, as 
he was a man of an excellent chara<ller. The 
Indians, it was fettled, were to have five dol- 
lars apiece for their fervices, and we were to 
furniQi them with provifions and liquor. The 
interpreter^ who was a white man^ p.ut us on 

X 3 our 
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pur guard again ft giving them too much of the 
latter 5 but he advifed us always to give them 
fome whenever we took any ourfelves, and 
advifed us alfo to eat with them^ and to be^ 
have towards them in every rcfpett as if they 
Vvcre our equals. We had already feen ^enough 
of the Indians^ to know that this^ advice was 
goody and indeed to have adopted of ourfelves 
the line of condud: which he recommended, 
even if he had faid nothing on tl^e fubje<%. 

Having arranged every thing to our fatis^ 
fadion, we returned to Fort Erie j there we 
difpoied of all our fupepfluous baggage, and 
having made feme addition to the (lores of dried 
provifions and bifcuits which our kind friend 
Captain E— — had furni(hed us with on 
leaving his hofpitable roof, we embarked^ with 
nil belonging to us, in the (hip's boat, for the 
village on Buffalo Greek, where we had fettled 
to pafs the night, in order to be ready to (tart 
tarly the next morning. 

The Indians were with us according to ap^ 
pointment at day break; they divided the bag«* 
gage, faftened their loads each on their carrying 
frarhjes, and appeared perfciftly ready to depart, 
when their chief requefted, through the in- 
terpreter, <* that we would give them before 
^^ they fet out a little of that precious water 
•• we pdfl'eiTed, to wa(h their eyes with, which 
ff would difpel the mifts of fleep that ilill hung 

f^ over 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



JOURNEY THROUGH THE WOODS^^ 311 

" over them, and thus enable them to find out 
^* with ccjrtainty the intricate path through 
** the thick foreft we were abput to traverfci" 
in other .words,, that we would give them feme 
brandy. It is always in figurative language of 
this kind that the Indians a(k for fpirits. We 
difpenfed a glafs full of the precious liquor, 
according to their defire^ to each of them, as 
well as to their fquaws and children, whom 
they brought along with them to fhare our 
bounty, and then, the Indians having takea up 
their loads, we penetrated into the wood^ 
alopg a narrow path fcarcely difcernible, owing 
to the quantities of withered leaves with which 
itwasftrewed* ^ 

After proceeding a few miles, we flopped 
by the fide of a little ftream of clear water to 
breakfafV; on the banks of another ilream we 
eat our dinner ; and it a third we flopped fpr 
the night. Having laid down their loads, the 
Indians immediately began to eredt poles, and 
cover them with pieces of bark, which they 
found lying on the ground, and which had 
evidently been left there by fome travellers who 
had taken up their quarters for the night at this 
fame place fom^ time, before; but we put a 
ftop to their work, by (baking out from the 
bag in which it was depofited, our travelling 
tent. They perceived now that they muft 
employ themielves in a different manner, and 

X 4 knowing 
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knowin;g pcrfeftly well what was to be done, 
they at once fct to work with their tomahawks 
in cutting poles and pegs. In icfs than five 
minutes, as we all bore a part, the poles and 
pegs were cvit, and the tent pitched. 

One of the Indians now made figns to us to 
lend him a bag, having received which he ran 
into the woods, and was foon out of fight. 
We were at a lofs to gucfs what he was in pur- 
fuit of; but in a little time he returned with 
the bag full of the fincft cranberries I ever 
^jeheld. In the mean time another of them» 
of his own accord, buficd himfelf in carrying 
heaps of dried leaves into the tent, which, 
with -our buffalo fkins, afforded luxurious beds 
to men like us, that had flepton nothing bet- 
ter than a board for upwards of a month paft* 
In the upper^ country it is fo cuftbmary for 
travellers to parry their own bedding, that even 

at our friend Captain E 's houfe we had 

no other accommodation at night than the floor 
of an empty ro©m, on which we fpread our 
Ikins. As for themfclvcs, the Indians thought 
of no covering whatfoever, but fimply ftretched 
themfelves on the ground befide the fire, where 
they lay like dogs or cats till morning. At 
day-break we flarted, and flopped as on the 
preceding day befide flreams of water to eat 
our breakfafls and dinners. 

From Buffalo Creek to the place where vifc 

encamped 
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encamped on the firft night, diftant about 
twenty-five miles, the country being very flat, 
and the trees growing fo clofely together that 
it was impoffibfe to fee farther forward in any 
direftion than fifty yards, our journey after a 
Ihort time became very uninterefting* No- 
thing in its kind, however, could exceed the 
beauty of the fcenery that we met with during 
our fecond day's journey. We found the 
•country, as we pafled along, interfperfed with 
open plains of great magnitude, fome of them 
not lefs, I (hould fuppofe, than fifteen or 
twjcnty miles in circumfbrence. The trees on 
the borders of thefe having ample room to 
fpread, were luxuriant beyond dcfcription, and 
(hot forth their branches with all the grandeur 
and variety which charaderizes the Englifh 
timber, particularly the oak. The woods 
round the plains were indented in every di«* 
redion with bays and promontories, as Mn 
Gilpin terms it, whilil rich clumps of trees, 
interfperfed here and there, appeared like (6 
many clufters of beautiful iflands. The va- 
ried hues of the woods at this feafon of the 
year, in America, can hardly be imagined by 
thofe who never have had an opportunity of 
obferving them^ and indeed, as others have 
often remarked before, were a painter to at- 
tempt to colour a picture from them, it would 
be condemned in Europe as totally dififerent 
from any thing that ever exifted in nature. 

Thefe 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



314 TItAVKl-S THROUQH UPPER CANADA : 

Thefe plains arc coytjfed with long coar^ 
grafs^ which» at a future day* Will probably 
a&rd feeding to numerous herds qf cattle ; 
ft prefent they are totally unfrequented. 
Throughout the north-weftern territory of th«. 
States^and even beyond the head waters of th? 
Miffiffippi, the country is interfperfed with 
Similar plains; and the &rther you proceed 
to the weftward, the more extenfive in general 
are they. Amidft thofe to the weftward arc . 
found numerous herds of buffaloes^ el)c&, and 
other wild graminivorous anitnals; and for*- 
merly animals of the fame defcription were 
found on thefe plains in the ftate Qf New 
York, but they have all difappeared long fince* 
owing to their having been fo conftantly pur- 
fued both by the Indians and white peisiple. 

Very different opinions have bqeq enter- 
tained refpefting the deficiency of trees on 
thefe extended trads of land, in the midft of a 
country that abounds fo generally with woQd. 
Some have attributed it to the poverty of the 
foil ; whilft others have maintained, that the 
plains were formerly covered with trees, as 
well as other parts of the country* but that the 
trees have either been dcftroyed by fire, or by 
buffaloes, beavers, and other; animals. 

It is well known tliat buffaloes, in all thofe 
parts of the country wh^re they are found wUd, 
comof^it great depreddtions unongftthe troQS, 
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by gnawing off the bark ; they arc alfo very 
fond of feeding upon the young trees^ tb^t 
fpring up fronn feed, as well as uppn the 
fuckers of the old onps; it mfty readily be 
imagined, therefore, that the entire of the trees« 
on very extended tracfts of land, might be thus 
killed by them ; and as the American timber^ 
when left expofed to the weather, foon decays, 
at the end of a few years no veftige pf the 
woods would be found on thefe trads, any 
more than if they had been cpnfunjed by fire. . 
It appears to me, however, that thgre i^ 
more weight in the opinion of thofe, who 
afcribe the deficiency of trees on the plains to 
the unfriendlinefs of the foil; for the earth 
towards the furface is univerfally very light, 
and of a deep black colour, and on digging 
but a few inches downwards you come to a 
cold ftiff clay. On Long Ifland, in the ftate 
of New York, plains are met with nearly, 
fimilar to thefe in the back country, and the 
Dutch farmers,*who have made repeated trials 
of the foil, find that it will not produce wheat 
or any other grain, and, in fhort, nothing that 
is at all profitable except coarfe grafs* I make 
BO doubt but that whenever a fimilar trial 
comes to be made of the foil of the plains to 
the weftward, it will be found equally in- 
capable of producmg any thing but what it 
does at prcfent. 

After 
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After having paffed over a great number of 
tbeie plains of different fizts, we entered once 
more into the thick woods; but the country 
here appeared much more diverfified with 
fifing grounds than it was in any part we had 
already traverfcd. As we were afcending to 
the top of a fmall eminence in the thickeft 
part of thefe woods, towards the dole of our 
iecond day*s journey, our Indian chief, Cbina^ 
breaji^plate^ who received that name in confc- 
quence of his having worn in the American 
war a thick china difh as an ornament on his 
breaft, made a fign to us to follow him to the 
left of the path. We did fo, and having pro- 
ceeded for a few yards, fuddenly found our- 
fclves on the margin of a deep extenfive pit, 
not unlike an exhaufted quarry, that had lain 
neglefted for many years. The area of it con- 
tained about two acres, and it approached to a 
circular form ; the fides were extremely fteep, ' 
and feemed in no place to be lefs thaii forty 
ft^t high ; in fome parts they were confider- 
ably higher. Near the center of the place 
was a large porid, and round the edges of it, as 
well as round the bottom of the precipice, 
grew feveral very lofty pines. Jhe walls of 
the precipice confifted of a whitifli fubftance 
not unlike lime-ftone half calcined, and round 
the margin of the pit, at top, lay feveral heaps 
of loofe matter refembling lime-rubbifli. 

Cbina-' 
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Cbtna^breaji-^plate^ ftanding on the brink of the 
preeipite, began to tell us a long ftory^ and 
l^ointing to a diftant place beyond it^ fre-* 
quently mentioned the word Niagara. Whe- 
thcfj however, the ftory related to the pit, or 
whether.it related to the Falls of Niagara, the 
fmoke arifing from which it is by no means 
improbable might be feen, at times, from the 
elevated fpot where we flood, or whether the 
ftory related to both, we could in no way learn, 
as we were totally unacquainted with the Sc- 
neka language, and he was nearly equally ig- 
norant of the Engli(h. I never met with any 
perfon afterwards' who had feen this place, 
or who knew any thing relating to it. Though 
we made repeated figns to Chma-breaji-plate 
that we did not underftand his ftory, he ftill 
went on with it for near a quarter of an hour; 
the other Indians liftened to it with great at- 
tention, and feemed to take no fmall intereft: 
in what he (aid. 

I ftiould have mentioned to you before, that 
both the Indians and the white Americans 
pronounce the word Niagara differently from 
what we do. The former lay the accent on 
the fecond lyllable, and pronounce the word 
full and broad as if written Nee-awg-ara. 
The Americans likewife lay the accent on the 
fecond fyllable 5 but pronounce it iliort, and 
give the fame found to the letters I and A as 

we 
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We do* Nkg^ra^ in the language of the neigh* 
^ bburing Indians, (ignifies a mighty ru(hing or 
fall of water. 

On the fecond evening of our expedition we 
tncatnped on a fmall hill, from whofe top there 
Was a mofl pleating romantic view, along a 
ilream of confiderable fize vi^hich wound round 
its bafe, and as far as our eyes could reach, ap-* 
l^eared tumbling in fmall falls over ledges of 
rocks. A fire being kindled, and the tent 
pitched as ufual, the Indians fat down to cx)ok 
Ibme fquirrels which we had killed on the 
borders of the plains. Thefe animals the In-- 
dians had obfervcd, is we came along> on the 
top of a large hollow tree ; they immediately 
laid down their loadi, and each taking out his 
tomahawk, and fetting to work at a difierent 
part of the tree, it was felled down in lefs 
than five minutes, and fuch of the fquirrels as 
efcaped their dogs we readily fhot for them. 

The Indian dogs, in general, have fhort legs, 
long backs, large pricked up cars, and long 
curly tails ; they difier from the common 
Englifh cur dogs in no refpeft ,fo much as in 
their barking but very feldom. They are ex- 
tremely fagacious, and feem to underfland 
even what their mafters fay to them in a low 
voice, without making any figns, either with 
the hand or head. 

WbiKt 
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Whilil the fquirrels were roafting on a 
forked flick ftuck in the ground, and bent over 
the fire, one of the Indians went into the 
woods, and brought out feveral fmall boughs 
of a tree, apparently of the willow tribe. Hav- 
ing carefully fcraped the bark off from thele^ 
he made a fort of frame with the twigs, in 
fhape fomewhat like a gridiron, and heaping 
upon it the fcraped bark, placed it over the 
fire to dry* When it was tolerably crifp he 
rubbed it between his hands, and put it up ia 
his pouch for the purpofe of fmoking. 

The Indians fmoke the bark of many dif- 
ferent trees, and a great variety of herbs and 
leaves befides tobacco. . The moft agreeable of 
any of the fubftances which they fmoke are the 
leaves of the fumach tree, rhus- toxicodendron. 
This is a graceful flirub, which bears leaves 
fomewhat fimilar to thofe of the a(h. To- 
wards the latter end of autumn they turn of a 
bright red colour, and when wanted for fmok- 
ing are plucked ofF and dried in the fun. 
Whilft burning they afford a very agreeable 
perfume. Thefe leaves are very commonly 
fmoked, mixed with* tobacco, by the white 
people of the country; the fmoke of them by 
themfclvesalonel is faid to be prejudicial to th« 
lungs. The fumach tree bears tufted bunches 
of crimfon flowers. One of thefe bunches 
djpped lightly, for a few times, into a bowl of 

punch. 
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punch, gives the liquor a very agreeable acid, 
and in the fouthern ftates it is commonno ufe 
them for that purpofe, but it is a dangerous 
cuftom, as the acid, though extremely agree- 
able to the palate, is of a poifonous quality, and 
never fails to produce a mofl alarming effed: 
on the bowels if ufed too freely. 

A (harp froft fet in this night, and on the 
following morning, at day-break, we recom- 
menced our journey with croffing the river al- 
ready mentioned up to our waifts in water, no 
very pleafing taflc. , Both on this and the fub- 
fequent day we had to wade through feveral 
other confiderable ftrcams, 

A few fquirrels were the only wild animals 
which we met with in our journey through the 
woods, and the moft folemn filence imaginable 
reigned throughout, except where a wood- 
pecker was heard now and then tapping with 
its bill againft a hollow tree. The birds in 
general flock towards the fettlements, and it is 
a very rare circumftance to meet with them 
in the depth of the foreft. 

The third evening we encamped as ufual. 
No fooncr had we come to our refting place, 
than the Indians threw off their clothes, and 
tolled themfelves on tjie grafs juft as horfes 
would do, to refrefli themfelves, the day hav- 
ing proved very hot, notwithftanding the froft 
the preceding night. We were joined this 

evening. 
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Evening by another party of the Sencka In- 
dians, who were going to a village fituated on 
the Gcnefec River, and. in the morning we all 
fet out together^ Early in the day we came 
to feveral plains fimilar to thofe we had before 
met with, but not fo extended, on the borders 
of one of which we faw, for the firft time, a 
bark hut apparently inhabited. On going up 
to it, our furprife was not a little to find two 
men, whofe appearance and manners at once 
befpoke them not to be Americans. After 
fome converfation we difcovered them to be 
two Englifhmen, who had formerly lived in 
London as valets de chambrey and having 
fcraped together a little money, had fet out for 
New York, where they expected at once to be- 
come great men ; however they foon found to 
their cbft, that the expence of living in that 
city was not fuited to their pockets, and they 
determined to go and fettle in the back coun^ 
try. They were at no lofs to find perfons who 
had land to difpofe of, and happening to fall 
in with a jobber who owned fome of thefc 
plains, and who painted to them in lively co- 
lours the advantage they would derive from 
fettling on good land already cleared to their 
hand, they immediately purchafed a confidcr- 
able track of this barren ground at a round 
price, and fet out to fix themfelves upon it. 
From the neighbouring fettlements, which 
Vox, II. Y were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iii^ TRAVELS N THli IJNITEO STATES': 

^Vere about ten mil^s off, they procured the* 
affiftancc of two thfeii, who after having built 
for them the bark hut in which we found them 
left them with a promife of returning in a ihort 
time to ereftra log houfe. They had not, 
however, been pundtual to their word, and un- 
able to wield an axe, or to do any one thingf 
for thcmfelves, thefe unfortunate wretches fat 
moping in their hut, fupporting themfelvcs on 
fomc fait provifions they had brought with 
them, but which were now nearly exhaufted. 
The people in the fettlements, whom, on ar- 
riving there, we aiked fome few queftions re- 
ipefting thefe poor creatures, turned them into 
the greatcft ridicule imaginable for being fo 
helplefs 3 and indeed they did prefent a moft 
ftriking pidture of the folly of any man's at- 
tempting to fettle in America without being 
well acquainted with the country prcvioully, 
and coifipetent to do every fort of country 
work for himfelf. 

It was not without very great vexation that 
we perceived, fhortly after leaving this hut^ 
evident fymptoms of drunkennefs in one of the 
Indians, and on examining' our brandy caik it 
was but too plain that it had been pillaged, 
touring the preceding part of our journey we 
Tiad kept a watchful eye upcm it, but drawing 
towards the end of bur expedition, and having 
liad every reafon to be fatisfied With the con- 
duct 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



tdu£t of the Indian 6> we had not paid fufficient 
attention to it this day i and though it could 
not have been much more than five minutei 
out of our fight, yet in that fhort fpacc of tima 
the fcrew had been forced, and the cade drai»^ 
ed to the laft drop. The Indian, whom w« 
difcovered to be drunk, was advanced a little 
before the others. He went on for fomc tim« 
ftaggcring ^bout from fide to fide, but at laft^ 
ftopping and laying hold of his fcalping knife» 
which thi?y always carry with them by their, 
fides, he be)^an to brandish it with a thrcaten^i* 
ing air. There is but one line of condu<3: to 
be purfued when you have to deal with Indiana 
in fuch a fituation» and that is, to zA with the 
mod determined refolution. If you betray the 
finalleft fymptpms of fear, or appear at all 
wavering in yourconduft, it only ferves to rcn^ 
dcr them more ungovernable and furious. I 
accordingly took him by the flioulder, pulhed 
him forwardj and prefenting my piece, gave 
him to underfi^nd that I would (hoot him if 
he did not behave himfelf properly. My coni- 
panions, whilft I was taking care of him, went 
back to fee in what flate the other Indians 
were. Luckily the liquor, though there was 
reslon to apprehend they had all had a fhare 
of it, had not made the fame impreilipn 
upon them. One of them, indeed, was be* 
ginning to be rcfradlory, and abfolutely threw 
1 . .. y a ^down 
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down his load, and refufed to go farther ^ btlt a 
few words from Cbina-^brea/i^plate induced him 
to refume it, and to go on. On coming up 
to the firft Indian, and feeing the fad ftate he 
was in, they (hook their heads, and crying, 
** No good Indian," •" No good Indian," en- 
deavoured by figns to inform us that it was 
he who had pillaged the caflc, and drank all 
the brandy -, but as it was anbther Indian who 
carried the cafk, no doubt remained' but that 
they muft all have had a (hare of the plunder; 
that the firft fellow, however, had drank more 
than the reft was apparent; for in a few mi- 
nutes he dropped down fpeechlefs under his 
load ; the others haftened to take it ofF ftom 
his back, and having divided it amongft them- 
felves, they drew him afide from the path^ 
and threw him under fome bufhes, where be 
was left to fleep till he (hould come again to 
his fenfcs. 

About noon we reached the Genefee River, 
at the oppofite fide of which was fituated the 
village where we expected to procure horfcS. 
We crofled the river in canoes, and took up 
our quarters at a houfe at the uppermoft end 
of the village^ where we were very glad to 
find our Indian friends could get no accom-* 
modation, for we knew well that the firft ufc 
they would make of the money we were go- 
ing to give them would be to buy liquor, and 

intoxicate 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GENESEE RIVER. 325, 

intoxicate thcrofclvcs, in which ftate they 
would not fail of befcoming very troublefome 
companions i it was fcarcely dark indeed when 
news was brought us from a houfe near the 
riveri that they went to after we had dif^ 
charged them^ that they were grown quite. 
QUtrageous with the quantity of fpirits th$y 
had drank, and were fighting an4 cutting each 
othfjr in a moft dreadful manner. They never 
refent the injuries they receive from, any per-^r 
ion that is evidently intoxicated, but attribute 
their wounds entirely to the liquor, on which 
they vent their execrations for all the mifchief 
it has committed. 

Before I difmifs the fubjedt entirely, I muft 
obferve to you, that the Indians did no^ feetn 
to think the carrying. of .our baggage was in, 
any manner degrading to them ; and after hav- 
ing received their di^e, they fhook hands with 
ws, and parted from us, not as from .employers 
who bad hired them, but a^ from friends 
whoni they had been aflifting, and were now 
forry to leave. 

The village where we (topped confifted of 
about eight or ijine ftragglijig houfes; the 
beft built one among them was that in which 
wp lodged., It belonged tp a family from 
New England, who about fix years before had 
penetrated to this fpot, then covered with 
WQOds^ and ooe hundred and fifty miles diflant 

Y 3 from 
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from any other fettlcmcnt. Settfecftchts ate' 
now fcattered over the ^ole of the country 
which they had to pafs throilgh ill cofrting to 
itrf The houfe was comraodidus and vrtil 
built, and the people decent, civil, and reput** 
able. It is a very rare circurtiftance to ttteet 
with fuch people amongft thd flrft fettlcrs on 
the frontiers; in general they are nien of a 
mofofe and fevage difpofitiofl,' and the very 
cutcafts of fqciety, who bury themfclves in the 
woods, as if defirous to fhun the face of their 
fellow creatures; there they build a rude ha- 
bitation, and clear perhaps three or four acres 
of land, juft as much as they find fufficieftt to 
provide their families with com: for the 
greater part of their fdod they depend on their 
rifle guns. Thefe people, is the fcttlcmcnts 
advance, are fucceeded in general by a fecortd 
fct of men, lefs favage than* the firft, who clear 
more land, and do not depend fo much upon 
hunting as upon agriculture for their fobfift-* 
ance, A third fet fucceed thefe in tunij who 
build good houfes, and bring the land into a 
more improved ftate. The firft fettlers, as 
foon as they have^difpofed of their miferable 
dwellings to advantage, immediately penetrate 
farther back into the woods, in order to gain a 
place of abode fuited to their rude xttodt of 
life. Thefe are the lawlefs people who en- 
croach, ^ I have before mentioned, on -Af^ 

Indian 
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Indian territory, and are the occafion of the 
bitter animoiitie^ between the whites and the 
Indians. The feoond fettler s, likewiie, when, 
diiplaced, feek ibr fimilar p&ce« to what tjiofe 
that they have left were when they firft took 
theoi. I foundi as I proceeded through thi$ 
part of the country, that there was fcarcely a 
man who had not changed his piace of abode 
i^Ven 9t f^ht different times. 
- As neiie but very miferablp hor&s were to 
-be procured at this village on the Gene&e 
RiTcr, afid as our expedition through the woods 
Jbad given us a relillh for walking, we deter- 
mined to proceed on foot, and merely to hjre 
borfes . to carry our baggage ; accordingly, ^ 
baling engaged a pak, and a boy to condu<% 

4heait we fet off^arly on the fecond morning 
ftfom that of our arrival at the village, for the 

.town of fiath« 

The country between thefe two places is 
inoft agreeably diveriified with hiU and* dak, 

-and as the traveH«r paffes over the hitls which 

:overlook the Genefee River and the flats bor- 
dering upon it, he is entertained witli a variety 

:of noble and pi^urcfque views. We were 
particularly ftfuck with the profpeA from a 

-large, and indeed very handfonie houfe in its 

.kind, belonging to a Maj<^r Wadfwortb, built 
on one of thefe hills. The Genefee River, 

v^jocdered with the richeft woods imaginable, 

y 4 might 
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might be fecn from it for many miles, mean-* 
dering through a fertile country ; and beyond 
the flats, on each fide of the river, appeared 
feveral ranges of blue hills rifing up one be- 
hind another in a moft fanciful manner, the 
ivhole together forming a mod beautiful land-* 
fcape. Here, however, in the true American 
tafte, the greateft pains were taking to dimi- 
jiifh, and, indeed, to (hut out all the beauties 
of the profpcft ; every tree in the neighbour- 
hood of the houfe was felled to the ground ; 
inftead of a neat lawn, for which the ground 
feemed to be fingularly well difpofed, a wheat 
iield was laid down in front of it; and at the 
bottom of the Hope, at the diftance of two 
hundred yards from the houfe, a town was 
building by the major, which, when completed, 
vrould eifedtually fcrcen from the dwelling 
houfe every fight of the river and mountains. 
The Americans, as I before obfcrvcd, feem 
to be totally dead to the beauties of nature, 
and only to admire a fpot of ground as it ap- 
pears to be more or lefs calculated to enrich 
the occupier by its produce. 

The Gencfec River takes its ngme from a 
lofty hill in the Indian territory, near to which 
it paffes, called by the Indians Genefee, a word 
fignifying, in th?ir language, a graad cxtcnfive 
profpedi;, 

The 
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The flats bordering upon the Genefee River 
are amongft the richeft lands that are to be 
met with in North America, to the eaft of the 
Ohio. Wheat, as I told you in a former let-- 
ter, will not grow upon them ; and it is not 
found that the foil is inipoverifhed by the fuc- 
ceffive crops of Indian corn and hemp that are 
raifed upon them year after year. The great 
fertility of thefe flats is to be afcribed to the 
regular annual overflowing of the Genefee 
River, whofe waters are extremely muddy, and 
leave no fmall quantity of flime behind theni 
before they return to their natural channel. 
That river enipties itfelf into Lake Ontario: 
it is fbmewhat more than one hundred miles 
in length, but only navigable for the laft forty 
miles of its courfe, except at the time of the 
inundations ; and even then the navigation is 
not uninterrupted the whole way down to the 
lake, there being three confiderable falls in the 
river about ten miles above its mouth : the 
greateft of thefe falls is faid to be ninety feet in 
perpendicular height. The high lands in the 
neighbourhood of the Genefee River are ftony, 
and are not diftinguiflbed for their fertility, but 
the valleys are all extremely fruitful, and 
gbound with rich timber. 

The fummers in this part of the country are 
|)y no means fo hot as towards the Atlantic, 
find the winters are moderate i it is feldom, 

indee^r 
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indeed, that the fnow lies on the ground much 
longer than fix or feven weeks 5 but notwith-. 
ftanding this circumilance, and that the face of 
the country is fo much diverfified with fiGng 
grounds^ yet the whole of it is dreadfully ua* 
healthy; fcarceiy a family cfcapes tHe bane- 
ful eiibdts of the fevers that rage here during 
the autumn feaibn. I was informed by the 
inhabitants, that much fewer peribn^ had been 
attacked by the fever the laft feafon than dur-. 
ing former years^ and of thefe few a very fmali 
nun^ber died, the fever having proved much 
lefs malignant than it was ever known to be 
.before. This circumflance led the inhabitants 
to hope, that a^s the country becaa^ more 
cleared it would become much more healthy. 
It is well known, indeed, that many partp(^ 
the country, which were extremely heathy 
while they remained covered with woodj and 
which alfo proved healthy after they had been 
generally cleared and fettled, were very much 
otherwife when the trees were firft cut down : 
this has been imputed to the vapours arifing 
from the newly cleared lands on their being 
firil expofed to the burning rays of the fun, and 
which, whilil the newly cleared fpots remain 
furrounded by woods, there is not a fufiiciei|t 
circulation of air to difpel. The unheaithi- 
nefs of the country at preient does not det^t 
^ »u«ibers of people from .coming to fettk Jkee 
9 every 
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every year, and few parts of North America can 
boaft of a more rapid improveoient than the 
Genefce country daring the laft four years. 

In our way to Bath we paffcd through feveral 
fmall towns that had been ktely begun, and 
in thefe the houfes were comfortable and 
ftcatly built j but the greater part of thofe of 
the farmers wcf e wretched indeed ; one at 
which- we flopped for the night, in the courfc 
of our journey, had not even a chimney or 
window to it ; a large hole at the end of the 
roof fupplied tl^e deficiency of both; the door 
was of fuch a nature, alfo, as to make up in 
ibme raeafure for the want of a window, as it 
admitted light on all fides. A heavy fall of 
Tnow happened to take place whilft we were 
at this houfe, and as we lay flrretched on our 
ikins belide the fire, at night, the fnow was 
blown, in no fmall quantities, through the 
crevices of the door, under our very ears. 

At fome of thefe houfes wc got plenty of 
Venifon, and good butter, milk, and bread ; but 
at others we could get nothing whatfocver to 
eat. At one little village, confifling of three 
or four houfes, the people told us, that they 
had not even fufficicnt bread and milk for 
themfclvcs ; and, indeed, the fcantinefs of the 
meal to which we faw them fitting down con- 
firmed the truth of what they faid. We were ' 
under the neccffity of walking on for nine 

miles 
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miles beyond this village before we could get 
any thing to fatisfy our appetites. 

The fall of fnow, which I have mentioned^ 
interrupted our progrefs through the woods 
very confiderably the fubfequent morning ; it 
all difappcared, however, before the next nighti 
and in the courfe of the third day from that pa 
which we left the banks of the Genefce Rivet 
wc reached the place pf our deftinatipo. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Account of Bath. — Of the Neighbourhood^-^ 

Singular Method taken to improve it.^^^Spe^ 

culators.^ — Defcription of one^ in a Letter 

from an American Farmer.- — Conborton 

Creeks — View of the Navigation from Bath 

' downwards. ^^Xjcave Bath for Newtown.-^ 
'Embark in Canoes.-^Stranded in the Night. 
". — Seek for Shelter in a neighbouring Houfe. 
'-^Difficulty qf procuring Provifons. — Refum^ 
our Voyage. — Lochartjburgh. — Defcription 
of the eajiern Branch of the Sufquehannab 
River. — French Town. — French and Ame^- 
ricans illfuited to each other. — Wilkefiarre. 
— Mountains in the Neighbourhood. — Coun^ 
try thinly fettled towards Philadelphia. — Z?^- 

fcription 
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fcripiion of the Wind^Gap in the Blue Moun^ 
tains. — ^Summary Account of the Moravian 
Settlement at Bethlehem. — Return to Fbi^ 
ladelphia. 

Philadelphia, November. 

"D AT H is a port town, and the principal 
town in the wcftern parts of the ftate of 
New York. Though laid out only three years 
ago, yet it already contains about thirty houfes, 
and is increafing very fa ft. Amongft the 
houfes are feveral ftores or (hops well furnifhed 
with goods, and a tavern that would not be 
thought meanly of in any part of ^vntticz. 
This town was founded by a gentleman who 
formerly bore the rank of captain in his Ma- 
jcfty's fervice; he has likewife been the 
founder of Williamfturgh and Falkner's Town; 
and indeed to his exertions, joined to thofe of 
a few other individuals, may be aicribed the 
improvement of the whole of this part of the 
country, beft known in America! by the name 
of the Genefee Country, or the County of the 
Lakes, from its being watered by that river, and 
a great number of fmall lakes. 

The landed property of which this gentle- 
man, who founded Bath, &c. has had the 
adlive management, is faid to have amounted 
originally to no lefs than fix millions of acres, 
the greater part of which belonged to an in* 

dividual 
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dividual in England. The method he ha3 
taken to improve this property has been, by 
granting land in fmall portions and on long 
credits to individuals who would immediately 
improve it, and in larger portions and on a 
fliorter credit to others who purchafed on fpe- 
culation, the lands in both cafes being mort-» 
gaged for the payment of the purchafe money; 
thus, ihould the money not be paid at the ap- 
pointed time, 'he could not be a lofer, as the 
lands were to be returned' to him, and fhould 
they happen to be at all improved, as vr^s moft 
likely to be the cafe, he would be a confidcrablc 
gainer even by having them returned on his 
naods; moreover, if a poor man, willing to 
fettle on his land, had not money fufficient to 
build a houfe and to go on with the neceflary 
improvements, he has at once fupplied him, 
having had a large capital himfelf, with what 
money he wanted for that purpofe, or fcnt 
his own workmen, of whom he keeps a pro- 
digious number employed, to build a houfe for 
him, at the fame time taking the man's note at 
three, four, or five years, for the cofl: of the 
hcufe, &c. with intereft. If the man fhould 
be unable to pay at the. appointed time, the 
houfe, mortgaged like the lands, rnuft revert 
to the original proprietor, and the money 
arifing from its fale, and th^.t of the farm ad- 
joining, nartly improved, will in all probability 

be 
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be found to amount to more than what the 
|Xx)r man had promifed to pay for it : but- a 
man taking up land in America in this man- 
ner, at a moderate price, cannot fail, if in- 
duftrious, of making money fufficient to pay 
for it, as well as for a houfc, at the appointed 
time. 

The numbers that have been induced by 
thefe temptations, not to be met with elfc- 
where in the States, to fettle in ,the Genefcc , 
County, is aftonifhing ; and numbers arc ftili 
flocking to it every year, as not one third of 
the lands are yet difpofed of. It was currently 
reported in the county, as I pafTed through it, 
that this gentleman, of whom I have been 
(peaking, had, in the notes of the people t6 
whom he had fold land payable at the end of 
three, or four, or five years, the immcnfe funi 
of two millions of dollars. The original coft 
df the land was not more than a few pence per 
acre ; what therefore muft be the profits! 

It may readily be imagined, that the grant- 
ing of land on fuch very eafy terms could not 
fail to draw crowds of fpeculators (a fort of 
gentry with which America aboundsfin evtry 
quarter) to this part of the country ; and in- 
deed we found, as we paffcd along, that every 
little town and village throughout the country 
abounded with them, and each place, in coh- 
fequence, eTdiibitcd a picture of idlenefs and 

diflipation 
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diffipatlon. The following letter, fuppofed t^ 
come from a farmer, though fomewhat ludi<^ 
crous^ does not give an inaccurate defcription 
of one of thefe young fpeculators, and of what 
is going on in this neighbourhood. It appeared 
in a news-paper publilhed at Wiikefbarre, on 
the Sufquehannah, and I give it to you ver- 
batim, bccaufe, being written by an Ameri- 
can, it will perhaps carry more weight with 
it than any thing I could fay on the fame 
fubjedt. 

" To the Printers of the Wilkeibarre Gazette- 
** Gentlemen, 

" It is painful to refleft, that fpeculation has 
*• raged to fuch a degree of late, that honeft 
** induftry, and all the humble virtues that 
** walk in her train, are difcouraged and ren- 
" dered unfafhionable. 

** It is to be lamented too, that diflipation 
** is fooner introduced in new fettlements than 
•* induftry and economy. 

" I have been led to thefe refleftions by 
" converfing with my fon, who has juft re- 
'* turned from the Lakes or Genefee, though 
." he has neither been to the one or the other; 
" — in fhort, he has been to Bath, the ce- 
*' Icbrated Bath, and has returned both a fpc* 
** culator and a gentleman ; having fpent his 
** money, fwopped away my horfe, caught the 

" fever 
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^ fever and ague, and, what is infinitely worfe, 
" that horrid diforder which fome call the 
*' terra-phohia*. 

" We can hear nothing from the poor crca- 
" ture now (in his ravings) but of the captain 
** and Billy — of ranges — townfliips — num- 
** hers — thoufands — hundreds — acres — Bath 
" — fairs — races — heats — bets — purfcs— 
" filk (lockings — fortunes — ^fevers — ^agucs,&c. 
" &c» &c. My fon has part of a townflbip for 
** falc, and it is diverting enough to hear him 
'' narrate its pedigree, qualities, and fituation. 
'' In fine, it lies near Bath, and the captain 
** himfelfonce owned, and for along time re- 
" fervcd it. It coft my fon but five dollars 
** per acre ; he was offered fix in half a minute 
'^ after his purchafe ; but he is pofitively de- 
" termined to have eight, befides fome precious 
*' referves. One thing is very much in my 
** boy'sfavour — ^he has fix years credit. Another 
" thing is ftill more fo— -he is not worth a 
•' fous, nor ever will be at this rate. Previous 
** to his late excurfion the lad worked well, 
** and was contented at home on my farm ; but 
** now work is out of the queftion with him* 
'* There is no. managing my boy at home ; 
^' thefe golden dreams ftill beckon him back 

to Bath, where^ as he fays, no one need 



€€ 



* Oar farmer does not feem to have well onderftood the 
inport of this word, bat we may readily goefs at hi9 meaning. 

Vol. II. Z " cither 
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^" either work or ftarve ; where, though a m^ 
" may have the ague nine months in the year^ 
** he may confole himfelf in fpending the other 
" three fafhionably at the races, 

" A Farmer:\ 

*« Hanover, O^c^rr 25 tli, 1796, 

The town of Bath ftands on a plain, fur- 
rounded on three fides by hills of a moderate 
height. The plain is almoft wholly diverted 
of its trees J but the hills are ftill uncleared, 
and have a very plcafing appearance from the 
town. At the foot of the hills runs* a ftream 
of pure water, over a bed of gravely which is^ 
called Conho<Son Creek. There is a very con- 
fidcrable fall in this creek juft above the town, 
which affords one of the fineft feats for mill* 
poflibler Extenfive (aw and flour mills have 
already been credted upon it, the principal faw 
in the former of which gave, when we vifited 
the mill, one hundred and twenty ftrokes in a 
minute, fufficient to cut, in the fame fpacc of 
time, fevcn fquare feet, fuperficial meafure, of 
oak timber; yet the miller informed. us, that 
when the water was high it would cut much 
fefter. 

Conhodton Creek, about twenty miles below 
Bath, falls into Tyoga River, which, after a 
Gourle of about thirty miles, empties itfelf into 
the eailern branch of the River Sufquehannah. 

During 
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During floods you may go down in light hz^ 
teaux along the creek, Tyoga and Sufquehan- 
nah rivcis, the whole way from Bath to the 
Chefapcak Bay, without interruption; and in 
the fall of the year there is generally water 
fufficient for canoes from Bath downwards; 
but owing to the great drought that prevailed 
through every part of the country this year, 
the depth of water in the creek was found 
infufficient to float even a canoe of the fmallefl: 
fize. Had it been pradticable, it was our in- 
tention to have proceeded from Bath by water; 
but finding that it was not, we once more fet 
off on foot, and purfued our way along the 
banks of the river till we came to a fmall vil- 
lage of eight or ten houfes, called Newtown, 
about thirty miles diftant from Bath. Here 
we founcl the ftream tolerably deep, and the . 
people informed us, that excepting at one or 
two narrow fhoals, they were certain that in 
every part of it, lower down, there was fuf- 
ficient water for canoes ; accordingly, deter- 
mined to be our own watermen, being five 
in number including our fervants, we pur-^ 
chafed a couple of canoes from two farmers, 
who lived on the banks of the river, and hav- 
ing laflied them together, in order to render 
them more fl:eady and fafe, we put our bag- 
gage on board, and boldly embarked. 

It was about three o'clock on a remarkably^ 
Z 2 clear 
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clear though cold afternoon that we left' the 
village, and the current being ftrong, wc 
hoped to be able to reach before night a ta- 
vern, fituated, as we were told, on the banks 
of the river, about fix miles below Newtown. 
For the firft two miles wc got on extremely 
well ', but beyond this the river proving to be 
much ihallower than we had been led to be- 
lieve, we found it a matter of the utmoft diffi- 
culty to proceed. Our canoes repeatedly 
flruck upon the fhoals, and fo much time was 
confumcd in fetting them again free, that be- 
fore we had accomplished more than two 
thirds of our voyage the day clofed. As night 
advanced a very fenfible change was obiervable 
in the weather ; a heavy ftiower of hail came 
, pouring down, and, involved in thick dark- 
nefs, wbilft the moon was obfcured by a cloud, 
our canoes were drifted by the current, to 
which, being unable to fee our way, we had 
coniigned them, on a bank in the middle of 
the river. In endeavouring to extricate our- 
felves wc unfortunately, owing to the darknefs, 
took a wrong direiftion, and at the end of a few 
minutes found our canoes fo firmly wedged in 
the gravel that it was impoffible to move 
them. Nothing now remained to be done but 
for every one of us to jump into the water, 
and to put his fhoulder to the canoes. This 
we accordingly did, and having previoufly un- 

lafhed, 

. Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CANOES STRANDED. 441 

laflicd, in order to render them more manage- 
able, we in a (hort time contrived to haul one 
of them into deep water ; here, however, the 
rapidity of the current was fo great, that not?- 
withftanding all our endeavours to the contrary, 
the canoe [was forcibly fwcpt away from us, 
and in the attempt to hold it faft we had the 
misfortune to fee it nearly filled with water. 

Deprived thus of one of our canoes, and of 
a great part of our baggage in it, which, for 
ought we knew, was irrecoverably loft, we de- 
termined to proceed more cautioufly with the 
remaining one ; having returned, therefore, to 
the bank, we carried every thing that was in 
the canoe on oui^ ftioulders to the ihorc, which 
was about forty yards diftant; no very eafy or 
agreeable ta(k, as the water reached up to our 
waifts, and the current was fo ftrong that' it 
was with the utmoft difficulty we could keep 
our feet. The canoe being emptied, we 
brought it, as nearly as we could guefs, to the 
fpot where the other one had been fwept away 
from us, and one of the party then getting 
into it with a paddle, wc committed it, pur- 
fuant to his dcfire, to the ftream, hoping that 
it would be carried down after the other, and 
that thus wc fhould be able to recover both it 
and the things which it contained. In a few 
feconds the ftream carried the canoe out of our 
fight, for the moon (hone but faintly through 
Z 3 the 
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the clouds, and being all of us totally unac- 
quainted with the river, we could not but feel 
fome concern for the perfonal fafety of our 
companion. Before many minutes, however, 
were elapfed, we had the fatisfadion of hear- 
ing his voice at a diflance, and having made 
the heft of our way ajong the fliore to the fpot 
from whence the foiihd proceeded, we had the 
fatisfadion to find that he had been carried in 
fafety clofe befide the canoe which had been 
loft J we were not a little pleafed alfo at find* 
ing our portmanteaus at the bottom of the ca- 
noe, though well foaked in water ; but fuch of 
our clothes as we had taken off preparatory to 
going into the water, together with feveral 
light articles, were all loft. 

It froze fo very hard now, that in a few 
minutes our portmanteaus, and fuch of our 
garments as had been wetted, were covered 
with a coat of ice, and our limbs were quite 
benumbed, in confequence of our having wad- 
ed fo often through the river. Defirous, how- 
ever, as we were to get to a houfe, we deter- 
mined, in the firft inftance, to difpofe of our 
baggage in a fafe place, left it might be pil- 
laged. A^deep hollow that appeared under 
fome fallen trees feemed well adapted for the 
purpofe, and having ftowed it there, and co- 
vered it with leaves, we advanced forward. 
There were no traces whatfocver of a path in 

the 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



. SCARCITY OF PROVISIONS. 443 

the woods where we landed, and for upwards 
of a mile we had to force our way through 
the buflies along the banks of the river 5 but 
at the end of tj^at diftance, we hit upon 0116, 
which in a flioft time brought us to a mifer- 
able little log houfe. At this houfe no accom- 
modation whatfoeVer was to be had, but we 
were told, that if we followed the*path through 
the woods for about a mile farther, we fhould 
come to a waggon road, upon which we fhould 
find another houfe, where probably we might 
gain admittance. We reached this houfe ac- 
cording to the direftions we had received ; we 
readily gained admittance into it, and the blaze 
of an immenfe wood fire, piled half way up 
the chimney, foon made us amends for what 
ivc had fufFered from the inclemency of the 
weather. The coldnefs of the air, together 
with the fatigue which we had gone through 
in the courfe of the day, had by this time given 
a keen edge to our appetites ; no fooner there- 
fore had we warmed ourfelves than we began 
to make enquiries about what we could get to 
fatisfy the calls of hunger ; but had we afked 
for a £heep or an ox for (upper at an inn in Eng- 
land, the man of the houfe could not, I verily 
believe, have been more amazed than was our 
American landlord at thefe enquiries : " The 
women were in bed" — -'^ He knew not where 
*• to find the keys"—" He did not believe there 

Z 4 ** was 
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** was any thing in the pantry" — ^* Proviiions 
*' were very fcarce in the country" — " If he 
** gave us any there v^rould^not be enough for 
*' the family in the morning'^ — Such were his 
anfwers to us. However We plied him fo 
clofely, and gave him fuch a pitiable defcrip- 
tion of our fufFerings, that at length he was 
moved ; the keys were found, the pantry open- 
ed, and to fatisfy the hunger of five hungry 
young men, two little flour cakes, Icarcely as 
big as a man's hand each, and about a pint and . 
a half of milk, were brought forth. He vowed 
he could give us nothing more ; his wife would 
never pardon him if he did not leave enough 
for their breakfafts in the morning ; obliged 
therefore to remain fatisfied, we cat our little 
pittance, and then laid ourfelves down to reft 
on our (kins, which we had brought with us 
on our fhoulders. 

In the morning we found that the man'had 
really made an accurate report of the ftatc of 
his pantry. There was barely enough in it for 
the family, and unable to get a fingle morfel to 
eat, we fet out for the little houfe where we 
had firft flopped the preceding night, which 
was the only one within two or three miles, 
there hoping to find the inhabitants better 
provided for: not a bit of bread however was 
to be had here; but the woman of the houfe 
told us, that fhe had fome Indian corn meal, 

and 
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and that if we could wait for an hour or two 
fhc would bake a loaf for us. This was moft 
grateful intelligence : we only begged of her 
to make it large enough^ and then fet off to 
fearch in the interim for our canoes and bag- 
gage. At fevcral other places, in going down 
the Sufquehannah, we afterwards found an 
equal fcartity of provifions with what we did 
in this neighbourhood. One morning in par- 
ticular, after having proceeded for about four 
or five miles in our canoe, we (lopped to 
breakfaft; but nothing eatable was there to be 
had at the firft houfe we went to, except a few 
potatoes that were roafting before the fire* 
The people very cheerfully gave us two or 
three, and told us at the fame time, that if we 
went to fome houfes at the oppofite fide of the 
river we fhold mofl probably find better fare : 
we did fo; but here the inhabitants were ftill 
more deftitute. On afking them where wc 
fhould be likely to get any thing to eat, an old 
woman anfwered, that if we went to a village 
about four miles lower down the river, wc 
fhould find a houfe, fhe believed, where ^* they 
** did keep viSluah^^ an expreffion fo remark- 
able that I could not help noting it down im- 
mediately. We reached this houfe, and find- 
ing it well flocked with provifions of every 
kind, took care to provide ourfelves, not only 
with what wc wanted for immediate ufe, but 

alfo 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



446 TRAVELS IN THE UNITED STATES: 

alfo with what we might want on a future oc- 
cafion, in cafe we came to any place equally 
deftitute of provifions as thofe which we had 
before flopped at; a precaution that was far 
from proving unncceffary. 

But to return. We found our canoes and 
baggage juft as we had left them^ and having 
embarked once more, we made the bcft of our 
way down to the houfe where we had befpoke 
breakfafty which ftood on the banks of the 
river. The people here were extremely civil ; 
they aflifled us in making fre(h paddles in lieu 
of thofe which we had loft the night before; 
and for the trifle which we gave diem above 
what they alked us for our breakfafts they were 
very thankful, a moft unufual circumftance in 
the United States. 

After breakfaft we purfued our way for 
about feven miles down the river, but in the 
courfe of this diftancc we were obliged to get 
into the water more than a dozen different 
times, I believe, to drag the canoes over the 
ihoals; in (hort, by the time we arrived at a 
houfe in the afternoon, we were fo completely 
difgufted with our water conveyance, that had 
we not been able to procure two men, as we 
did in the neighbourhood, to conduct our ca* 
noes to the mouth of Tyoga River, where 
there was reafon to imagine that the water 
would be found deeper, we fhould certainly 

have 
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have left them behind us. The men fet out 
at an early hour in the morning, and we pro- 
ceeded fome time afterwards on foot along the 
banks, but fo difficult was the navigation, that 
we reached Tyoga Point or Lochartzburg, a 
fmall town built at the mouth of the river, 
fcveral hours before them. 

On arriving at this place, we heard to our 
difappointment, that the Sufquehannah, al- 
though generally at this feafon of the year 
navigable for boats drawing four feet water, 
was now nearly as low as the Tyoga River, 
fo that in many places, particularly at the ra- 
pids, there was fcarcely fufficient water to float 
a canoe over the iharp rocks with which the 
bed of the river abounds; in fine, we were in- 
formed that the channel was now intricate and 
dangerous, and that no perfon unacquainted 
\Vith the river could attempt to proceed dowa 
it without great rifle ; we found no difficulty, 
however, in hiring from amongfl: the watermen 
accuftomed to ply on the river, a man that was 
perfedlly well acquainted with it ; and having 
exchanged our two canoes, purfuant to his ad- 
vice, for one of a very large fize, capable of 
holding us all conveniently, we renewed our 
voyage. 

From Lochartzburgh to Wilkefl^arre, or 
Wyoming, fituated on the fouth-eaft fide of 
the Sufquehannah, the diftance is about ninety 

milci^. 
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miles, and when the river is full, and the cur- 
rent of courfe ftrong, as is ufually the cafe in 
the fall and fpring of the year, you may go 
down the whole of this diftance in one day; 
but owing to the lowncfs of the water we 
were no lefs than four days performing the 
vojrage^ though we made the utmoft expedi- 
tion poffible. In many parts of the nvcr, in- 
deed, we found the current very rapid ; at the 
Falls of Wyalufing,for inftance, we were car- 
ried down three or four miles in about a quar- 
ter of an hour; but in other places, where the 
river was deep, Icarcely any current was per- 
ceptible in it, and we were obliged to work 
our way with paddles. The bed of the river 
abounds with rock and gravel, and the water 
is (o tranfparent, that in many parts, where it 
muft have been at leaft twenty feet deep, the 
fmalleft pebble was diftinguifliablc at the bot- 
tom. The width of the river varies from fifty 
to three hundred yards, and fcarcely any ftream 
in America has a more irregular courfe ; in 
ibme places it runs in a direction diametrically 
oppofite to what it does in others. The coun- 
try through which this (the eaftern) branch 
of the Sufquehannah pafles, is extremely un- 
even and rugged ; indeed, from Lochartzburgh 
till within a Ihort diftance of Wilkefbarre, it 
is bounded the entire way by fteep mountains 
cither on the one jfide or the oth^r. The 
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mountains ve never to be met with at both 
fides of the fame part of the river, except it be 
at places where the river takes a very fuddcm 
bend ; but wherever you perceive a range of 
, mountains on one fidct you are fure to find an 
cxtcnfive plain on the oppofite one ; fcarcely ia 
any part do the mountains extend for more 
than one mile together on the fame fide of the 
river» and in many inflances, during the courfe 
of one mile, you will perceive more than la 
dozen different changes of the mountains from 
one fide to the other. It may readily be 
imagined, from this defcription of the eaftcrn 
branch of the Sufqueh^nnah, that the fcenery 
along it mull be very fine ; and, indeed, I.think 
there is no river in America that abounds with 
fuch a variety and number of pidlurcfque vievsrs. 
At every bend the profpeft varies, and there 
is fcarcely a fpot between Lochartzburg and 
Wilkeflbarre where the painter would not find 
a fubjeft well worthy of his pencil. The moun- 
tains, covered with bold rocks and woods, 
afford the finefl foreground imaginable; the 
plains, adorned with cultivated fields apd 
patches of wood, and watered by the noble 
river, of which you catch a glimpfe here and 
there, fill up the middle part of the landfcape; 
and the blue hills, peeping up at a diflance, 
terminate the view in the moft pleafing man- 
ner. 

The 
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The country bordering upon the Sufque- 
hannah abounds with deer> and as we paffed 
down we niet with numbcrlefs parties of the 
country people engaged in driving thefe ani- 
mals. The deer, on being purfued in the 
neighbouring country, immediately make for 
the river, where men being concealed in buflies 
placed on the ftrand, at the part to which it is 
cxpeded they will come down, take the oppor- 
tunity of fhooting them as foon as they enter 
the water. Should the deer not happen to 
come near thefe ambulhes, the hunters then 
follow them in canoes : it feldom happens that 
they efcape after having once taken to the 
water. 

Very fine fifli are found in every part of the 
Sufquehannah, and the river is much frequent- 
ed by wild fowl, particularly by the, canvafs 
back duck. 

The whole way between Lochartzburg and 
Wilke(barre are fettlements on each fide of 
the river, at no great diftance from each other; 
there are alfo feveral fmall towns on the banks 
of the river. The principal one is French 
Town, fituated within a (hort diftance of the 
Falls of Wyalufing, on the weftern fide of the 
river. This town was laid out at the expence 
of feveral philanthropic pcrfons in Pcnnfyl- 
vania, who entered into a fubfcription for the 
purpofe, as a place of retreat for the unfortu- 
nate 
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nate French emigrants who fled to America* 
The town contains about fifty log houfes ; 
and for the ufe of the inhabitants a confider- 
able track of land has been purchafed adjoin- 
ing to it, which has been divided into farms. 
The French fettled here feem, however, to 
have no great inclination or ability to cultivate 
the earth, and the greater part of them have 
let their lands at a fmall yearly rent to Ame- 
ricans, and amufe themfelves with driving 
deer, fifhing, and fowling -, they live entirely to 
themfelves; they hate the Americans, and 
the Americans in the neighbourhood hate, and 
accufe them of being an idle diflipated fet. 
The manners of the two people are fo very dif- 
ferent that it is impofTible they fhould ever 
agree. 

Wilkefbarrc, formerly Wyoming, is the chief 
town of Luzerne county. It is fituated on a 
plain, bounded on one fide by the Sufquehan- 
nah, and on the other by a range of moun- 
tains, and contains about one hundred and 
fifty wooden dwelling houfes, a church, court 
houfe, and gaol. It was here that the dread- 
ful maflfacre was committed, during the Ame- 
rican war, by the Indians under the command 
of colonel Butler, which is recorded in' moft 
of the hiftories of the war, and which will for 
ever remain a blot on the £ngli(h annals. Se- 
veral of the houfes in which the unfortunate 
2 vi&ims 
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viftims retired to defend themfelves, on being 
refufed all quarter, are ftill ftanding, perforated 
in every part with balls ; the remains of others 
that were fet on fire are alfo ftill to be feen, and 
the inhabitants will on no account fuflfer them 
to be repaired^ The Americans are equally 
tenacious of the ruins in the neighbourhood of 
Philadelphia^ 

It was our intention at firft to have pro- 
ceeded down the river from hence as far as 
Sunburg, or Harrifburgh; but the weatlier 
being now fo cold as to render a water con- 
veyance, efpecially a canoe, where you are al- 
ways obliged to fit very ftill, extremely dif- 
agreeable, we determined to crofs the Blue 
Mountains to Bethlehem in Pennfylvania, 
fituated about fixty-five miles to the fouth-eaft 
of Wilkeft)arre ; we accordingly hired horfes, 
2s we had done on a former occafion, to carry 
our baggage, and proceeded ourfelves on foot. 
We fet out in the afternoon, the day after that 
on which we terminated our voyage,and before 
evening crofl^ed the ridge of mountains which 
bounds the plain of Wilkeft)arre. Thefc 
mountains, which are extremely rugged and 
ftony, abound with iron ore and coal ; for the 
manufacture of the former feveral forges have 
been eftabliflied, but no ufe is made of the coal, 
there being^ plenty of wood as yet in the coun- 
try, which is eftccmed much more agreeable 

fuel. 
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iuel. From the top of them you have a very 
grand view of the plain below, on which ftands 
the town of Wilkeibarr^, and of the river Suf- 
t|uehanhah, which may tie traced above the 
town, winding amidft the hilk for a great nuin- 
Iber of miles. 

The country beyond the irioiintaihs is ex- 
tremely rough, and but very thinly fettled, of 
fcourfe fiill much wooded. The people, at the 
iew houfeS fcattered through it, appeared to 
live Aiuch better than the inhabitants of any 
other part of the States which I before pafled 
through^ At every houfe where we flopped 
we found abundance of good bread, butter, tea> 
toffee, chocolate, and venifon; and indeed wc 
lared fumptuoufly here, in comparifon to what 
we had done for many weeks preceding. 

The woods in many parts of this country 
fconfifteci almoft wholly of hemlock trees. 
Which are of the pine fpecies, and grow oiily 
bn poor, ground. Many of them were of an 
unufually large fize, and their tops fo clofely 
taiatted together, that after having entered into 
khe depth of the woods you could fee the iky 
in but very few place's. The brufh wood un- 
(ier thefe trees, different from what I ever favv 
elfe where, confifted for the moft part of the 
oleander arid of the fcalmia laurel, whofe deep 
jgreeh fcrved to render the gloom of the Woods 
fiill more folcmh j indeed they fcemed com- 

Voti IL A a pletely 
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pletely to anfwcr the defcriptioa given by thff 
poets of the facred groves ; and it were im- 
poflible to enter them without being ftruck 
with awe. 

About twenty miles before you come to 
Bethlehem^in going thither from Wilkefbarrd^ 
you crofs the ridge of Blue Mountains at what 
is called the Wind Gap; how it received that 
name I never could learn. This gap is nearly 
a mile wide^ and it exhibits a tremendoufly wild 
and rugged fcene. The road does tidt run at 
the bottom of the gap^ but along the edge of 
the fouth mountain^ about two thi^s of the 
way up. Above you on the right, nothing is to 
be feen but broken rocks and trees, and on the 
left you look down a deep precipice. The 
rocks at the bottom of the precipice have ever^ 
appearance, it is (aid (for we did not defcend 
'into it) of having been wafhed by water for 
ages ; and from hence it has been conjectured 
that thi$ muft have been the original channel 
of the River Delaware, which now paiTea 
through the ridge, at a place about fifteen 
miles to the north weft. Whether this were 
the cafe or not it is impoffible to determine at 
this day; but it is certain, from the appearance 
of the country on each fide df the Delaware^ 
that a great change has taken place in this 
quarter^ in confec^uence of fome vafl inuii« 
Ration. 

On 
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it^n t^ Atlantic fide of the mountains tHe 
tfountry is mtich tefs ragged than on the op« 
pofMt olAe, and it is more cleans ^^ much 
more thickly fettled : the inhabitants are fiir 
the moil part of Gitribdfl extradion. 

Bethlehem is the principal fettiement^ h, 

JNbrth Amek'ici^ of the M)»«ivians/ of United 

Srethrenw It is m<)ft agreeably £tuated on a 

tifing groondy bounded on one 4de by the tiv^r 

Leheigk> which fails into the Delaware, artd 

.xai the other by axTeek> which has a very rapid 

icarren^ and affords exoellent feats for a grett 

.kmoUyer of millsv The town is tiegularly laid 

xmu send trontains about eighty ftrong bufft 

-iftone dwelling holies and a krge church* 

'^hreetxfthe dwellii!|g houses are very fpaciods 

'buildings^ and are a{^proprtited refpeiStivefy . 

to the acconAnodation of the uhmarried youn^ 

^taien of the fociety^ of the itomarried females, * 

tiand ctf'tbe widows, in tbefe bouies different 

Hmaiiu^i^res Arc carried on, and the inma'tis 

tof each are.fubje<S); to a difcipline approaching 

tf^nM^at to that of a monaftic inftitution. 

' ^bey eat together in a refeftoryr they fleep in 

dormitories ; they attend morning and evening 

: |miyers in the chapel of the houfe; they woHc 

ibr a certain number of hours in the day i and 

they haVe ffated intervals allotted to them for 

tecreationv They are not fubjeded, by the 

^^tttles of the fociety, to perpetual confincmtnt; 

"^'^ - Aaa bi|t 
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but they feldom, notwithftanding, go beyond 
the bounds of their walks and gardens^ except 
it be Qccafionally to vifit their friends in the 
town« 

The Moravians, thoygh they do not enjoin 
celibacy^ yet think it highly meritorious^ and 
the young perfons of difFeren* fexes have but 
very little intercourfe with each other ; they 
never enter each other's houfes, and at church 
they are obliged to fit feparate ; it is only in 
confequence of his having feen her at a diftance^ 
perhaps^ that a batchelor is induced topropoie 
for a young woman in marriage, and he is not 
permitted to oiFer his propofals in perfbn to the 
.object of his 'choice, but merely through the 
medium of the fuperintendant of the female 
hou(e« If from the report of the elders and 
wardens of the fociety it appears to the fuper^ 
intendant that he is able to maintain a wife, 
ihe then acquaints her proteg^ with the ofierjr 
and (hould fhe confent, they are married im- 
mediately, but if /he do not, the fuperintendant 
feleds another female from the houfe^ whom, 
fhe imagines would be fuitable to the young 
man, and on his approval of her they are as 
* quickly married. Hafty as thefe marriages are, 
Aey are-never known to be attended with un^ 
happincfs ; for being taught from their earlieft 
infancy to keep thofe pafHonsf under controul^ 
i»{rhich occaiion fo nu|ch mifchief amoneft the 
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Inafs of mankind; being inured to regular ha-* 
bits of induftry, and to a quiet foberlife ; and 
being in their peaceable and retired fettlements 
out of the reach of thofe temptations which 
perfbns are expofed to who launch forth into 
the buiy worlds and who mingle with the mul« 
titude, the parties meet with nought through 
life to interrupt their domeflic repofe. 

Attached to the young men's and to th^ 
young women's houfes there are boarding 
fchools for boys and girls, under the direftion 
of proper teachers, which are alfo infpcded by 
the elders and wardens of the fociety, Thefc 
fchools are in great repute, and not onrly the 
children of Moravians are fent to them, but 
alfo thofe of many genteel perfons of a different 
perfuafion, refident in Philadelphia, New York, 
and other towns in the neighbouring States* 
The boys are inftrudted in the Latin, Ger-^ 
man, French, and Englifh languages j arithn. 
metic, mufic, drawing, &c.: the girls are lik^« 
wife inftnidted in thefe different languages an^ 
fciences, and, in fhort, in eveiy thing that i$ 
ufually taught at a female boarding fchool, ex« 
cept dancing. When of a fufficient age to pro« 
vide for themfelves, the young women of thtt 
ibciety are admitted into the houfe deflined for 
* their accommodation, where embroidery, fin^ 
needle- work, carding, fpinning, knitting, 6«. 
&c, and other works^ fuitable to females, ar« 
A a 3 carried 
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carried on. A feparatQ room is sdlotted for 
every different bufinefs^and a female^ fbmewbkC 
older than the reil» prefides in it, to inipei^ 
the work, and preferve regularityi, Pedbns 
are appointed to difpofe of the feveral articles 
inanufadured in the houfe» and the money 
which they produce is difiributed amongft thQ 
individuals engaged in manufadhiring tbesngi 
who, after paying a certain fuin towards the 
maintenance of the houfe, and a certain fum 
befides into the public fund of the Ibcicty, are 
allowed to keep the remainder for themfelves. 

After the boys have finiibed their fchool 
education, they are apprenticed to the hufijieis 
which accords moft with their inclinatioiv 
Should this be a bufinefs or trade that is car-i 
ried on in the young men's houie, thpy at once 
go there to learn it, but if at the houfe of an 
individual inthetown,theyonlyboardand lodge 
at the young men's houfe. If they are in^ 
clined to agricultural purfuits, they are then 
put under the care of one of the farmers of thei 
ibciety. The young men fubfcribe to the fop^ 
port of their houfe, and to the public fund, jaft 
as the young women do; the widows do thci 
&me; and every individual in the town like* 
wife contributes a fmall fiim weekly to the 
general fund of the fociety. 

Situated upon the creek, which (kirts the 
, lown, there is a £our mill, a faw xoxll^ an oil 
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mill, a fulling milly a mill for gripding bark and 
dye ftufl; a tan yard^ a currier's yard i and on 
the Leleigh River an extenfivc brewery, at 
which very good malt liquor is manufactured* 
Thefe mills, &c. belong to the fociety at largej^ 
and the profits arifing from them, the perfons 
feverally empfoyed in conducting them being 
jirft handfomely rewarded for their fervices, are 
paid into the public fund. The lands for fomd 
miles round the town, which are highly im- 
proved, likewife belong to the fociety, as does 
alfo the tavern, and the profits arifing fronx 
them are difpofed of in the fame manner as 
thofe arifing from the mills, the perfons em*^ 
ployed in managing the farms, and attending ta 
the tavern, being nothing more than ftewarda 
or agents of the fociety. The fund thus raifed 
i$ employed in relieving the diflreffed brethren 
pf the fociety in other parts of the world, in 
forming new fettlements, and in defraying the 
expence of the miifions for the purpofe of pro* 
pagating the gofpel amongfl the heathens. 

The tavern at Bethlehem is very commodi^ 
oiis, and it is the neateil and beft conducted 
one, without exception, that I ever met with 
in any part of America, Having communi- 
cated to the landlord, on arriving at it, our wifh 
to fee the town and public buildings, he im« 
mediately difpatched a mefifenger for one of the 
(Iders, and in Icifs than a quarter of an hour^ 

Aa4 brpther 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iSo TRAVELS IN THE UNITED STATEIS: 

brother Thomas, a lively frefh coloured littl^ 
man, of about fifty ye^rs of age, entered th^. 
room : he w^s drefled in a plain blue coat ancj 
waiftcoat, brown corderoy breeches^ and ^ large 
round h^t ; there vvas goodnefs and innocence 
in his looks, and his manpers were fo opeii 
and unconftrained, that it was impoffiblc not 
to become familiar with him at once. When 
we wer-e ready to fally forth, he pUced himfelf 
between two of us, and leaning on our arms, 
and chatting without c?reipony, he conduiled 
us firll tQ the young women's houfe. Here wc 
>verc fhewn into a neat pjirlonr, whilft brother 
Thomas went to afk permiffion for us to fee the 
houfe. In a few minutes the fuperintendapt 
hcrfelf came ; brother Thomas introduced her 
to us, and accompanied by them both we vi-- 
;(ited the different apartments, 

The hpufe is extenfive, and the paflages and 
llair-cafes are commodious and airy, but the 
work rooms arc fmall, and to fuch a pitch 
were they heated by ftoves, that on entering 
into them at firfl: we could fcarccly breathe.. 
The ftoves, vyhich they ufe, are built in the 
German ftyle. The fire is inclpfed in a large 
box or cafe forrned of glazed tiles, and the 
warm air is thence conduced, through flues, 
into fimilar large cafes placed in different parts 
of the roorn, by v^hich means every part is 
rendered equally warai. About a dozea fe- 
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males or more, nearly of the fame age^ were 
fcated at work in each apartment. The en-* 
trance of ftrangers did not interrupt them in 
the leaft; they went on. with their work, and 
?xcept the infpedrefs, who never failed politely 
to rife and fpeak to us, they did not even fceni 
to take any notice of our being in the rooni. 

The drefs of the fifterhood, though not 
quite uniform, is very nearly fo. They wear 
plain calico, linen, or fluff gowns, with aprons, 
gnd clofe tight linen caps, made with a peak in 
front, and tied under the chin with a piece of 
riband. Pink ribands are faid to be worn as a 
]badge by thofc who are inclined to marry^ 
however, I obferved that all the unmarried 
women wore them, not excepting thofe whofc 
age and features feemedto have excluded them 
from every chance of becoming the votaries of 
Hymen. 

The dormitory of the female houfe is a very 
fpacious apartment in the upper ftory, which 
is aired by a large ventilator in the ceiling. 
It contains about fifty boarded heds without 
tefters, each calculated to hold one perfon^ 
They fleep here during winter time in the Ger- 
pan ftyle, between two feather beds, to which 
/fhe fheets and blankets are ftitched fa ft; in 
fummer time the heat is too great here to ad-» 
fni\ even of a fingle blanket. 

After 
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After having gone through the different 
apartments of the female houfe,we werecon- 
dudted by the fuperinlendant into a fort of fhop^ 
where different little articles of fancy work, 
wanufadlured by the fifterhood, are laid out 
tp the beft advantage. It is always expeded 
that ftrangers vifiting the houfe will lay out 
ibme trifling fum here ; and this is the only 
reward which any member of the fbciety ex- 
pedts for the trouble of condu<aing a ilranger 
throughout every part of the town. 

The houfe of the fifterhood exhibits a pic-* 
ture of the utmoft neatncfs and regularity, at 
cjo likewife the young men's and the widows; 
houfes; and indeed the feme mg^y be faid of 
every private houfe throughout the town. The 
mills, brewery, &c. which are built on the 
moft approved plans, are alfo kept in th? very 
neateft order. 

Prother Thomas, after having (hewn us thft 
different public buildings and works, next in- 
troduced us into the houfes of feveral of tho 
married men,^that were ipoft diftinguifhed for 
their ingenuity, and in fome of them, partis 
cularly at the houfe of a cabinet maker, we 
were entertained with very curious pieces of 
workman (hip. This cabinet maker brought 
us a book of Indian ink and tinted drawings^ 
his own performances, which woi^ld have been 
a credit to a perfo^ in his. f^tuatio^ii in any part 
of the world. 

§ ^ The 
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The manuikftures in general carried on at 
Bethlehem coniift of woollen and linen cloths, 
hats, cotton j^nd worfted taps and flockings^ 
gloves, ihoes, carpenters, cabinet makers, and 
turners work, clock^^ and a few other article^ 
of hardware, &cc, 6cct 

The church is a plain building of ftone. 
Adorned with pi£ture» from facred hiflory. It 
is furnjfhed with a tolerable organi as likewife 
are the ehapels of the young men's and you^g 
women's houfes ; they accompany their hymns, 
beiides, with violoncellos, violins, flutes, &Ct 
The whole fociety attends the church on 4 
Sunday, and when any one of the fociety dies, 
all the remaining meqibers attend his funeral, 
which is conducted with great folemnity, 
liiough with little pomp : they never go into 
liiouming for their departed frieods. 

Every houfe in the town is fupplied with 
gn abundance of excellent water from a fpring, 
which is forced throggh pipes by means of an 
hydraulic machine worked by water, and 
which is fituated on the banks of the creeks 
Some of the houies are fupplied with water iq 
every room. The machine is very iimple^ 
and would e^fily raifc the water of the fpring, 
if neceffary, fcveral hundred feet. 

The fpring from whence th^ houfes are fup-? 
pUed with water ftands nearly in the center of 
iJip tpwn^ and pv^ it, a large (lone houfe with 

very 
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very thick walls, is erefted. Houfes like this 
ate very common in America ; they arc called 
fpring houfes. and are built for the purpofc of 
preferving meat, milk, butter, &e. during the 
heats of fummer. This fpring houfe in Beth- 
lehem is common to the whole town ^ a flidf 
or board in it is allotted to each family, and 
though there is no watch placed over it, and 
the door be only fecured by a latch, yet every 
perfon is certain of finding, when he comes 
for it, his plate of butter or bowl of milk, 
&c. exactly in the fame flate as when be put 
jtin. 

• The Moravians ftudy to render their con-^ 
duft ftriaiy conformable to the principles of 
the Chriftian religion ; but very different no-r 
tions, notwithftanding, are, and, no doubt^ wilt 
be entertained refpeding fome of their tenets* 
Every unprejudiced perfon, however, that has 
vifited their fettlements mufl acknowledge^ 
that their moral condudt is truly excellent^ and 
is fuch as would, if generally adopted, make 
men happy in the extreme. They live toge^ 
ther like members of one large fztnUy i the 
mofl perfect harmony fubfifls between thera, 
and they feem to have but one wiih at hearty 
the propagation of the gofpel, and the good of 
mankind. They are in general of a grave turn 
of mind 5 but nothing of that flif&iefs, or of 
that affe^ed fingularity, or pride, as I will call 
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it, prevalent amongft the Quakers, is obferv- 
able in their manners. Wherever their fo^ 
ciety has extended itfelf in America, the moft 
happy confequences have refulted from it| 
good order and regularity have become con- 
fpicucus in the behaviour pf the people of the 
neighbourhood, and artsand manufactures have 
been introduced into the country. 

As the whole of the plot of ground, on 
which Bethlehem (lands j belongs to the fo- 
ciety, as well as the lands for a confiderable 
way round the town, the Moravians here are 
not liable to be troubled by intruders, but any 
perfon that will conform to their line of con- 
duct will be received into their fociety with 
readincfs and cordiality. They appeared to 
.take the greateft delight in (hewing us their 
town, and every thing belonging to it, and at 
parting lamented much that we could not ftay 
longer with then), to fee ftill more of the man- 
ners and habits of the fociety. 

They do not feem defirous of adding to the 
number of houfes in Bethlehem; but when- 
ever there is an increafe of people, they fend 
them off to another part of the country, there 
to form a new fettlement. Since Bethlehem 
was founded, tliey have eftabliflied two other 
towns in Pennfylvania, Nazareth and Letitz. 
The former of thefc (hnds at the diftance of 
About ten niilcs from Bethlehem, and in com- 
ing 
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iog down from the Blue Mountains you pail 
through it; it is about half the fisie of Beth* 
lehem, and built much on the fame plail* 
Letitz is fituated at a diftance of abotit tcrt 
miles from Landafler^ 

The country for marly miles tiMnd Bettn 
lehem is moft pleafingly diverfified with rifing 
grounds ; the foil is rich^ and better coki^ated 
than any part of Atlierica I before faw. Until 
y^ithin a few years paft this neighbourhood has 
been diftinguifhed for the falubrity of its cli- 
mate, but fevers, chiefly bilious snd inter- 
mittent, have increafed to a very great degree 
of late, and, indeed, not only here, hitt in many 
other parts of Pennfylvafiia, which have been 
long fettled. During the laift autumn^ morcf 
people fuffered from fickflefs irt the well cul-* 
tivated parts of the country than hadi tvef 
been rembmbered. Various reafons haVeheeii 
afligned for this incfeafe of fevers in PiSnnfyl-* 
vania, but it appears moft probably to be ow-» 
ing to the unequal quantities of rain that havtf 
fallen of late years, and to the unpreeed^nted 
mildnefs of the wkiters. 

Bethlehem is viRtcd during hmmer timeF 
by great mimbers of people from the fteigb- 
bourmg large towns^ who are fed thi&er hf 
curiofity orpleafure; and regrfarly^ twice a^ 
week throoghout the year, a public ftagc wag- 
gon runs betweei^ it s^d Philadelphia. Wa 
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(engaged this carriage tp ourfelves^ and early 
on the fecond^ day from that on which we 
quitted Bethlehem, reached the capital, after 
an abfence of^ fomewhat more than, five 
iaonth& 



LETTER xxxvnn 

t^ive Pbiladelpbia. — Arrive at Ne^ JTorir^ 
Vifit Long I/land. — Dreadful havoc by the 
TeUow Fever.^^Dutcb Inhabitants fufptciout 
^ Stranger s.^^Excellent Farmers. — Numbet 
qf Inhabitants. — Culture of Corn^ — Immenji 
Quantities of Gtoufe and Deer. — Laws to 
proteS them. — tncreafe of the Jame. — Z)^- 
€reafe of Beavers. — New York agreeable t$ 
Strangers. -'^oncbifioni. 

MY DEAR SIR, New York, January 1797. 

AFTER having remained a few days at 
Philadelphia, in order to arrange feme 
matters preparatory to my taking a final leave 
of that city, I fet out once more for New 
York. The month of December had now ar- 
rived 1 confiderable quantities of fnow had 
fallen $ and the keen winds from the north-* 
jHveft had already fpread a thick cruft of ice 
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over the Delaware, whofe majefMc ftream H 
always the laft in this part of the country td 
feel the chilly touch of the hand of winter. 
The ice however, was not yet ftrong enough 
to fuftain the weight of a ftage carriage, neither 
was it very readily to be broken ; fo that when 
we reached the falls of the river, where it iff 
ufual to crofs in going from Philadelphia to^ 
New York, we had to remain for upwards of' 
two hours, fliivcring before the bitter blafts^ 
until a paflage was opened for the boat, which 
was to convey us and our vehicle to theoppo- 
lite fide. The croffing of the Delaware at this , 
place with a wheel carriage, even when .the 
river is frozen over and the ice fufficiently 
thick to bear, is generally a matter of con- 
fiderable inconvenience and trouble to travel- 
lers, owing to the large irregular maflcs of ice 
formed there, when the froft firft fets in, by 
the impetuofity of the current, which break- 
ing away the flender flakes of ice from thcf 
edges of the banks, gradually drifts ihera up 
in layers over each other ; it is only at this- 
rugged part, that a wheel carriage can fafely 
pafs down the banks of the river. 

When the ground is covered with, fnow, i 
flcigh or fledge is by far the moft commodious- 
ibrt of carriage to travel in, as neither it nor 
the pafl^engers it contains are liable to receive 
any injury whatfoever from an overturn, and' 
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as^ added to this, you may proceed much fefter 
and eafier in ' it than in a carriage on wheels 1 
having faid then that there was fnow on the 
ground, it will perhaps be a fubjedt of wonder 
to you, that we had not one of thefe fafe and 
agreeable carriages to take us to New York; 
if fo, I muft inform you, that no experienced 
traveller in the middle ftates fets out on a 
long journey in a fleigh at the commencement 
of winter, as unexpected thaws at this period 
now take place very commonly, and fo rapid 
are they, that in the courfe of one morning the 
fiiow fometimes entirely difappears ; a ferious 
objeft of confideration in this country, where, 
if you happen to be left in the lurch with 
your fleigh, other carriages are not to be had 
at a moment's warning. In the prefent in- 
llance, notwithftanding the intenfe fevcrity of 
the cold, and the appearances there were ofits 
long continuance, yet I had not been eight 
and forty hours at New York when every 
veftige of froft was gone, and the air became 
as mild as in the month of September. 

This fudden change in the weather afforded 
me an opportunity of feeing, to much greater 
advantage than might have been expe(fled at 
this feafon of the year, parts of New York and 
Long Iflands, which the fhortnefs of my ftay 
in this neighbourhood had not permitted me 
to vifit in the fummer. After leaving the im- 
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mediate vicinage of the city, which ftands at 
the fouthcrn extremity of the former of thefe 
two iflands, but h'ttle is to be met witTl that 
deferves attention/ the foil, indeed, is fertile, 
and the face of the country is riot unpleafingly 
diverfified with rifing grounds ; but there is 
nothing grand In any of the views which it 
affords, nor did I obferve one of the numerous 
feats, with which it is overfpread, that was 
diftingui(hed either for its elegant ntatnefs or 
the delightfulnefs of its fituation ; none of 
them will bear any comparifon with the charm- 
ing little villas which adorn the banks of the 
Schuylkill near Philadelphia. 

On Long Ifland much more will be found, 
in a pidlurefque point of view, to intereft the 
traveller. On the weftern fide, in particular^ 
bordering upon the Narrows, or that con- 
tradted channel between the iflands, through 
which veflcls pafs in failing to New York 
From the Atlantic, the country is really ro- 
mantic. The ground here is very much 
broken, and numberlefs large maffes of wood 
ftill remain ftanding, through the viftas in 
which you occafionally catch the moft delight- 
ful profpefts of the diftant hills on Staten 
Ifland and the New Jerfey fhore, and of the 
water, which is conftantly enlivened by vcflck 
failing to and fro. 

To an inhabitant of one of the large towns 
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on the coaft of America, a country houfe is 
not merely defirable as a place of retirement 
from noife and buftle, where the owner may 
indulge his fancy in the contemplation of rural 
fcenes, at a feafon when nature is attired in 
her moft pleafing garb, but alfo as a fafe re- 
treat from the dreadful maladies which of late 
years have never failed to rage with more or 
lefs virulence in thefe places during certain 
months. When at Phila4elphia the yellow 
fever committed fuch dreadful havoc, fparing 
neither the rich nor the poor, the young nor 
the aged^ who had the confidence to remain 
in the city, or were unable to quit it, fcarcely 
a fingle inflance occurred of any one of thofe 
falling a vidim to its baneful influence, who 
lived but one mile removed from town, where 
was a free circulation of air, and who at the 
fame time ftudioufly avoided all communication 
with the fick, or with thofe who had vifited 
them ; every perfon therefore at Philadelphia, 
New York, Baltimore, &c. who is fufficiently 
wealthy to afford it, has his country habita- 
tion in the neighbourhood of thefe refpeftive 
places, to which he may retire in the hot un- 
healthy feafon of the year ; but this delightful 
part of Long Ifland, of which I have been 
fpeaking, though it affords fuch a number of 
charming fituations for little villas, is unfor- 
tuuately too far removed from New York to 
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be a convenient place of retreat to men fo 
deeply engaged in commercial purfuits as are 
the greater number of the inhabitants of that 
city, and it remains almoft deftitute of houfes ; 
whilft another part of the ifland, more conve- 
niently fituated, is crowded with them, al- 
though the face of the country is here flat 
and fandy, devoid of trees, and wholly unin- 
terefting. 

The permanent refidents on Long Ifland 
are chiefly of Dutch extraftion, and they fecm 
to have inherited all the coldnefs, referve, and 
covetoufnefs of their ancefl:ors. It is a com- 
mon faying in New York, that a Long Ifland 
man will conceal himfelf in his houfe on the 
approach of a flranger ; and really the num- 
berlefs inftances of (hynefs I met with in the 
inhabitants feemed to argue, that there was 
fome truth in the remark. If you do but aflc 
any fimple queftion relative to the neighbour- 
ing country, they will eye you with fufpicion, 
and evidently flirive to difengage themfelves 
from you; widely different from the Anglo- 
Americans, whofe inquifitivenefs in fimilar 
circumftances would lead them to a thoufand 
impertinent and troublefome enquiries, in order 
to difcover what your bufinefs was in that 
place, and how they could poflibly take any 
advantage of it. Thefe Dutchmen are in ge- 
neral very excellent farmers; and feveral of 
4 them 
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them have very extenfive tracks of land under 
cultivation, for the produce of which there 
is a convenient and ready market at New ' 
York. * Amongft them are to be found many 
very wealthy men j but except a few indivU 
duals, they live in a mean, penurious, and moft 
uncomfortable manner. The population of 
the ifland is eftimated at about thirty-feven 
thoufand fouls, of which number near five 
thoufand are flaves. It is the weftern part of 
the ifland which is thebeft inhabited; a cir- 
cumftancc to be afcribed, not fo much to the 
fertility of the foil as its contiguity to the city 
of New York, Here arc feveral confiderabic 
towns, as, Flatbufh, Jamaica, Brooklynn, 
Fluftiing, Utrecht ; the three firft-mentioned 
of which contain each upwards of one hundred 
houfes. Brooklynn, the largeft of them, is 
fituated juft oppofite to New York, on the 
bank of the Eaft River, and forms an agreeable 
objeft from the city. 

The foil of Long Ifland is well adapted to 
the culture of fmall grain and Indian corn; 
and the northern part, which is hilly, is faid to 
be peculiarly favourable to the produdlion of 
fruit* The celebrated Newtown pippin, though 
now to be met with in almoft every part of the 
ftate of New York, and good in its kind, is yet 
fuppofed by many pcrfons to attain a higher 
flavour here than in any other part of Ame- 
rica. 

Of 
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. Of the peculiar foil af th.e plains that arc 
fetualeci towards .the center of this iflapd, I have 
feefpre had QCca£on to fpeak, when d^fcribing 
thofe in thi: welteirn parts of the ftate of Nev 
York. One plain here, fome^yhat .different 
froQj t;he reft, is profufely covered with ftuntejl 
•o»k<s and pines; but no gr^io. wiU grow upoa 
jf, though it h^ beeQ cleared, and experiments 
130.VC been m^e for that purpofe in many dif- 
ifer^^-t places. This one goes under the ap- 
p$j^a):i9fii of Brufliy Pla^n. • |mn;ienfc quanti-r 
•tigs ©f groufe aivi 4eer 9xe found amid/l the 
brufhwood, with which it is cover.ed,and which 
is fo well calculated to affoiid fhelter to thefe 
animals. Laws haye been pjtlTed, not long 
fmcc, to prevent the wanton deftrudion of the 
deer; in CQnfequence of which they are be- 
ginning to increafe moft rapidly, notwith- 
llanding fuch great numbers are annually kil- 
led, as well for the New York market, as for 
the fupport of the inhabitants of the iiland ; 
indeed it is found that they are now increafing 
in moft of the fettled parts of the ftates of 
New York, where there is fufficient wrood to 
harbour them; whereas in the Indian terri- 
tories, the deer, as well as moft other wild 
;inimals, are becoming fcarcer every year, not- 
withftanding that the number of Indian hun- 
ters is alfo decreafing ; but thefe people pur- 
sue the fame deftruitive fyftem of hunting. 

formerly 
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forhierly pra<5lifed on Long Ifland, killing 
every anknal th^y meet, whether young or full 
grown. Kfotwithftanding the ftrong injunc- 
tions laid rtpbxi them by the Canadi:\n traders, 
tfi jfpare fome few beavers ^t each'dnni, irt . 
order to perpetuate the breed, they dill con- 
tinue to kill thefe animals wherever they find 
them, fo that they are now entirely banifhed 
from places which ufed to abound with, and 
which are ftill in a ftate to harbour them, 
being far removed from the cultivated parts of 
the country. An annual deficiency of fifteen 
thoufand has been obferved in the number of 
beaver (kins brought down to Montreal, for 
the laft few years. 

From Long Ifland I returned to this city; 
which the hofpitahty and friendly civilities I 
have experienced, in common with other 
ftrangers, from its inhabitants, induce me to 
rank as the mofl agreeable place I have vifited 
in the United States : nor am I Angular in this 
opinion, there being fcarcely any traveller I 
have converfed with, but what gives it the 
fame preference. Whilft I continue in Ame- 
rica it fliall be my place of refidence : but my 
thoughts are Iblely bent upon returning to my 
native knd, now dearer to me than ever; and 
provided that the ice, which threatens at pre- 
jfent to block up the harbour, does not cut ofF 
our communication with the Atlantic, I fhall 

ipccdiiy 
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376 TRAVELS IN THE UNITED STATES, 

fpeedily take my departure from this Conti^ 
. nentj well pleafed at having feen as much of it 
as I have done ; but I ihall leave it v^ithout a 
figh, and without entertaining the flighted 
wifh to reviflt it. 



FINIS. 
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